
 

The Immanuel Factor 
(John 14:15-21 and Colossians 2:24-29) 

 
One of the strongest themes in the Bible is the presence of God. Adam and Eve, those made in God's 
image, enjoyed living in the presence of their creator. Their decision to reject God's rule removed them 
from His presence. As the children of Israel wandered in the desert, they requested and relied on God's 
presence in a pillar of fire by night and a cloud during the day. God demonstrated His covenant love by 
providing instructions to create a place for worship where God Himself dwells in their midst. The 12 tribes 
of Israel surrounded the Tabernacle and enjoyed living and worshiping in His presence. David wanted to 
make a permanent place for God to inhabit. Although he was denied this request, God allowed David’s 
son to build the Temple where God chose to reveal His presence among His people.  
 
But all of these were shadows of God's irrevocable promise to redeem and restore His presence among 
those made in His image. (Remember the book of Hebrews.) An angel appeared to Mary and announced 
God's immediate return when the power of the Most High would overshadow her (Luke 1:35). She would 
give birth to a child who would be Immanuel - God with us (Matt 1:23). Jesus's ministry announced the 
return of Israel's King - God himself. Everyone who received Jesus as Savior and King (Lord) would 
experience true fellowship with God. This is what it means to be a follower of Jesus - to recognize God's 
mercy and kindness and accept an invitation to return home.  
 
But we are not fully there yet. The Bible begins in a garden (Eden) and ends in a garden (new heaven and 
earth), but like Israel in the desert, we live between Egypt and the Promised Land. God continues to offer 
salvation to everyone in His broken world because He does not want anyone to perish, but wants 
everyone to come home (2 Pet 3:9). 
 
As we wait for Him to return and take us home, He has promised to be with us. Does that seem strange? 
How can Jesus be with us and leave us? This is a critical reality experienced in several ways by every 
believer. First, we experience His presence by faith. We trust that He is with us even when we do not see 
Him. Even though we cannot touch Him, we know that He is with us. We believe and confess that He is 
watching over us. His presence is real despite everything happening around us and to us.  
 
Second, we consider Him to be with us through His people. Jesus teaches we are doing it for Him when 
we serve those in need (Matt 25:40). This means Jesus is making Himself known to the world and to one 
another through the Church. This explains why we are described as the bride of Christ, the body of 
Christ, and the family of God. All three analogies demonstrate that Jesus is present in and through us as 
we love, serve, and admonish one another.  
 
Third, Jesus is present in His words. The Bible describes the Word of God as living and active (Heb 4:12). 
Jesus describes His teachings as something to build your life on (Matt 7:24). Therefore, the teaching of 
Jesus is not simply a combination of ethical principles and metaphysical realities. Jesus's teachings are a 
natural extension of Himself. Think about it; that's why He commissioned His followers to disciple new 



believers to obey everything He commanded. Jesus confirms they only remain in Him, and He only 
remains in them, when they follow His teaching. 
 
Last, Jesus promises to be present through His Spirit. Jesus said although He would leave them, He would 
not leave them orphans but would send them a Comforter or Counselor to be with them (John 14:16). 
The Spirit of truth would make God's presence known to them. He would remind them of everything 
Jesus taught (John 14:26). He would give them the words to say when attacked (Luke 12:11-12). The 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit was the fulfillment of a promise made by Jesus to His followers. They are not 
merely left to remain faithful by their own strength and determination. Their journey of faith was not a 
physical and psychological exercise of self-improvement. The God who created them judged them, and 
finally returned to save them and would now dwell in them. This demonstrates the greatness and the 
goodness of God. 
 
Many people doubt or at least wonder about God's presence in their lives. They may have a few 
experiences in which they feel he is near or experience a brief moment of joy or peace. Jesus and the 
Scriptures teach that God is with us in many different ways, each of them powerful and genuine.  
 
Being made in God's image, we were designed to live in His presence and bring Him glory. But we sinned, 
and sin separates us from God and one another. But the good news of the Gospel is that sin is not the 
final word of the story. Joseph was told to give God's only son the name Jesus (meaning YHWH saves) 
because His mission was to return fallen creation to their rightful place - God's presence. Sin separates, 
but Jesus reconciles. Sin destroys, but Jesus restores. How does He do this? Jesus redeems and restores 
us by providing the way back to where we were meant to live - in the presence of God.  
 

 
 

Discussion 
 

1. When you think about the presence of God, what comes to mind? Why is the presence of God so 
important and necessary to consider, remember, and hope for? 

2. Jesus promises to be present in Matthew 18:20. How does this text give us comfort and courage? 
Jesus promises to be present in Matthew 28:20. How does this text give us comfort and courage?  

3. When is Jesus’s presence the most real for you? When do you doubt the presence of Jesus? 

4. Do you rely more on how you feel or the promise of Jesus? 

5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
Ever present and Eternal Father, we thank you for hearing our prayer. We thank you for never giving up on 
us and having a love for us that is greater than our sin and rebellion. We praise you for your mercy, love, 
and grace. Thank you for sending your son, our Savior. We needed Him before we knew Him. We are 
grateful for the return of your presence in our lives. We ask you to make yourself known to us in Jesus, 
your Spirit, your people, and your Word. Strengthen us to live by faith, trusting the truth of your promises 
as we wait for you to return and recreate the New Heavens and New Earth for your glory and our benefit 
and joy. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
  
 


