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Jesus Plainly Spoken | A Range of Disciples (Acts 19.1-10)  

Overview. 

 Ephesus is one of the most prominent churches in the New Testament. Paul has 

only briefly visited the city. Apollos preached there for a time while receiving 

some corrective teaching from more mature disciples. In Acts 19.1-10, Paul 

begins his long ministry in Ephesus by encountering two kinds of hearers to the 

truth he spoke:  those who appropriately changed as a result of the truth and 

those who stubbornly resisted the truth and refused to change.  

  

Lesson. 

Paul meets some “disciples” upon his return to Ephesus. Based on something he 

was observing he was led to believe these men were not actually filled with the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

KEY VERSE 
On hearing this, they were 

baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 

1 

 

 

 

BIG IDEA 
Disciples of all maturity 

levels practice the 

discipline of speaking 

truth and responding 

appropriately to the truth. 
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LifeGroup Resource 
studying the Bible together, discussing relevant issues & serving together 

 

 

 

TAKE-HOME 
 Be a disciple that submits 

to truth rather than resists 

truth or speaks evil. 
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As you read the text aloud as a group, notice the questions Paul asks. Notice that even though Luke usually 

ascribes the word “disciple” to followers of Jesus, these men seem to be unaware of the Holy Spirit. This 

means they are either people who believed Jesus was the Messiah in his life, but were somehow unaware of 

his resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit or they are disciples of the teachings of John the Baptist. 

They had repented and been baptized as a result of John’s teachings, but they had not believed and been 

baptized into the one whom John was preparing the way for. Either way, their theology was incomplete and 

their life was void of the Spirit that comes upon those who put their faith in and are baptized into the way of 

Jesus. 

This text is a clear reminder of how difficult and how necessary it is for people to change their minds to align 

with truth and submit their lives accordingly. In this passage, we have immature and incomplete disciples 

submitting to the truth of Jesus and we have stubborn, wicked people who are not only resisting truth but 

also spreading division and evil concerning the Way of Jesus. 
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 Questions. 

1. What stood out to you from today’s message? 

2. Describe a time in your life when you changed your mind about something significant. Was it difficult?          
Was it a long process or a quick one? 

3. Have you ever had something corrected theologically that was hard for you to submit to? Why was it 
so difficult for you? If not, why do you think it is so hard for people to change their mind in general and 
specifically in a theological manner? 

4. Have you ever spoken evil of or caused division within the Church? What was the result of this 
situation? 

5. How can we be a people who hear truth and respond appropriately to truth rather than a people who 
resists truth and speaks divisively about God and his Church?  


