
 

The Power of the Presence of God 
(John 16:1-11, 33 and Hebrews 12:1-13) 

 
When we talk about being like Jesus, we usually mean "loving" like Him or "compassionate" like Him or 
maybe "speaking hard truth" as He did. But there's so much more to following Jesus's example. In John 
16, Jesus reminds His disciples that those who hate Him for who He is and what He did will hate them as 
well. He warns His disciples to prepare to be cast out of the synagogues. In this context, He promises that 
He will give them two things to help them endure to the end: His example and His Spirit. 
 
It is easy for us to understand suffering as a historical reality. We know the prophets were mistreated and 
killed. We know that the first Christians were persecuted and murdered for their faith in Jesus. Most of us 
are also aware that there are Christians worldwide who today suffer through similar trials and 
tribulations. But every generation of Christians should know about and be prepared for suffering. It does 
not always look the same and every time or place. Still, Jesus's words stand universally true to prepare us 
for whatever difficulties we might face.  
 
Too many Christians are left wondering how they would ever be able to endure such catastrophic 
circumstances. How could I ever see my spouse or child killed? Who can withstand the pressure without 
caving in? But Jesus and John 16 and the Hebrews writer all tell us how. 
 
Consider Jesus. Rely on Jesus. 
 
This is why the example of Jesus is so much more excellent than every other example in the Bible. 
Everyone else looks much like us. They have good days and bad days. They often succeed in living 
faithfully to God, but they sometimes fail. They are excellent examples for us to try and follow. Honestly, 
some of us have done better than many of the examples in the Bible. Not every hero listed in Hebrews 11 
is the same. Their role in the history of faith is one more example of someone just like us trying to live out 
their understanding of and obedience to God. 
 
Jesus is different. Isn't that obvious? It is not that He was impervious to temptation and pain. Instead, the 
Gospels make it very clear that He was tempted just like we are and yet remained sinless. Our text tells us 
that He faced shame and humiliation. We have no reason to believe it would feel any different in our 
experience with the same. 
 
But Jesus is different. He overcame. He demonstrated faithfulness to God's plan despite fierce opposition. 
He endured horrific suffering for God's glory and our reward. This does not mean that when we are going 
through a tough time we look at Jesus's example and think we can do it too. This is where many Christians 
get the meaning behind this text wrong. Jesus is the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. We look at Him 
and realize that He has accomplished all of this for us. Our endurance is not a call to "hold on tight", but 
to remember Jesus conquered death and provided for us a glimpse of the reward we will receive if we are 
called to suffer faithfully like Him. Not only do we have peace knowing that God will one day vindicate us 
as He vindicated Jesus, but we also know that He will reward us like He has rewarded Jesus. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
That is why John 16 is crucial to the issue of Christians suffering for their faith. Jesus promised He would 
send His Spirit to be their comforter and advocate. This promise, fulfilled at Pentecost, gives each 
follower the strength to live and die as He did. If you wonder how you could ever endure the trials and 
persecutions you read about, know that Jesus says it is possible for us because the Holy Spirit will be our 
comfort and strength. Therefore, do not worry about what might happen to us. Instead, trust Jesus, who 
pioneered a way for us to bring us eternally into the presence of God through the presence of God in us – 
the Holy Spirit.  

 
 

Discussion 
 

1. When you think about all those throughout history who have been persecuted for their faith, do you 
wonder if you would remain faithful? 

2. Why does Jesus spend so much of His teaching explaining that He will suffer and they will suffer too? 

3. What is the difference between the disciples who scattered when Jesus was arrested and tried and the 
disciples after the resurrection? Remember to consider the promise of John 16. 

4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
Heavenly father, our father who is in Heaven, we thank you for loving us like children. You have not only 
called us but you have loved us more than we know. We thank you for what Jesus did for us as our pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith. We praise you for His work on our behalf. We know that this world does not 
love you nor us. We admit that at times it scares us to think about the possibilities of slander and shame 
and physical persecution. Make us strong by your strength. Give us courage to speak and live like Jesus. 
Give us all this so that the world might know that Jesus is ours and we are yours. Amen. 


