
 

The Son of Man Did Not Come to Be Served 
(Mark 10:35-45) 

 
Jesus continually taught the disciples about the Kingdom of God.  He taught them over and again why He 
came and what would happen in the near future.  Though He repeatedly told them many things, they did 
not truly grasp the reality of the Kingdom during His earthly ministry.  Only after His resurrection did the 
light of the truth dawn on them and the meaning of the Law and the prophets come into clear view. 
 
In hindsight, with the help of the Holy Spirit, we understand what they did not as we read the stories told 
in the Gospel accounts of the life and ministry of Jesus before His death and resurrection.  We see in the 
accounts written for us what is about to happen as each of the first four books of the New Testament 
move toward the climax of the story: that Jesus came to give His life as a ransom for many. 
 
Mark 10 recounts an audacious request brought to Jesus by James and John.  Before asking the real 
question, they do what most of us would do before asking someone to do something for us: they ask the 
“pre-question” to try and set the table for the real ask.  And what a request they have for Him.   
 
Jesus, knowing what they want, allows them to proceed with the question.  They want to sit on either 
side of Jesus when He “enters His glory”.  The vast majority of commentators believe that these two 
brothers have a worldly expectation that Jesus will create a political kingdom, in spite of the fact that He 
had just told them what was about to happen (and not for the first time).  Jesus makes it clear by telling 
them plainly that they do not know what they are asking for. 
 
He then proceeds to ask whether they can participate in the suffering that He will endure (the cup and 
the baptism).  They (naively) answer yes, they can.  Jesus affirms the answer, but He knows the reality 
that they will be martyred (in the case of James) and exiled (in the case of John).  He then gives a more 
direct answer to their question, not telling them whether or not it will be them sitting on either side as He 
reigns, but that those places of honor have been prepared already, and for whom He does not say.  
 
At this point, the other ten disciples hear of the request and become indignant.  We see the same self-
interested pride and ambition at work that led James and John to make their request in the first place.  
The disciples all demonstrate an unenlightened, worldly view: that greatness equals position, power, and 
honor, and that it is appropriate to seek it as the world does. 
 
Then Jesus once again turns everything upside down – the world versus the Kingdom – and takes the 
opportunity to address the issue of greatness raised by the audacious ask from James and John.  He 
teaches that the one who would be great in the Kingdom must be the servant of all.    
 
He then makes a declaration that forms the pinnacle of the book of Mark: The Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve and give His life as a ransom for many.  This summary statement of His purpose 
for coming to the world, for leaving the perfect trinitarian fellowship of coexistence before His advent, 
provides the ultimate and most powerful example to follow.  Our Lord, King, and God suffered an  
agonizing, publicly humiliating criminal’s death to buy our freedom from the wrath of God and the 
domination of self and sin. 



 
This theme of service was demonstrated by Jesus and taught by the Apostles.  In John 13, Jesus washes 
the feet of the disciples.  Peter, ever the outspoken one, attempts to prevent Jesus from this act of 
service.  But Jesus makes it clear that Peter can have no part in Him unless he permits his Lord to perform 
this act of a lowly servant. Then, Jesus instructs them, “that you also should do just as I have done for 
you”.   
 
Paul, in Romans 12, instructs the church to outdo one another in showing honor and to love one another 
deeply as brothers and sisters.  In Romans 15 he instructs us to please not ourselves, but others for their 
good, to build them up.  In 1 Corinthians 8 we are told to defer to the weaknesses of others to avoid 
causing them to stumble in matters of conscience.  In 1 Corinthians 10 we are told to not to seek our own 
good, but the good of the other person.  In 2 Corinthians 9 we are encouraged to sow generously as we 
give.  In Galatians 6 we are to carry one another’s burdens.  In Ephesians we are taught to work so that 
we may have something to share with those in need.  In Philippians 2 we are taught to do “nothing out of 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than ourselves.”   
 
On and on, throughout the ministry of Jesus and the lives and teaching of the apostles, this theme of 
selfless service permeates the Christian life.  To “take up our cross daily and follow” provides the 
foundation on which all of our Christian ethics rest.     
 
The Gospel is good news, and we need not be anxious Christians.  When we follow Jesus in obedient 
service, the Holy Spirit confirms out salvation with joy and peace.  We find ultimate meaning in giving God 
glory by living our lives as His workmanship, doing the good works He has prepared in advance for us to 
do (Philippians 2.10).   
 
Greatness in the kingdom is found in submission to our Lord and our fellow man.  Jesus taught that a tree 
is known by its fruit.  Good trees bear good fruit.  Jesus has promised to prepare a place for us in His 
Father’s house where there are many rooms.  When the day comes that we face Jesus, may we hear Him 
say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.  Enter into your master’s rest.”  

 
 

Discussion 
 

1. Who comes to mind when you think about those who would deserve to sit at the right or left hand of 
Jesus on the throne?  Why? 

2. Do you struggle with wanting to have your way?  With ambition?  With position or power?  With 
accumulating wealth?  Talk about it with the group.  What would Jesus have you do in that area of 
life? 

3. Reflect on and talk about the ways in which you serve the Lord.  Is it hard to admit (either way)?  Is it 
hard to think of anything or easy to come up with something? 

4. Does the way you live life give you reason for confidence that you will hear “well done”?  If not, what 
can you change to move your life in the direction of increased obedience to Jesus? 

5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
Lord, soften our hearts towards you.  Soften our hearts toward our brothers and sisters.  Soften our hearts 
to our local community.  Give us compassion for the lost.  Fill us with humble gratitude for your free gift of 
salvation and let that create in us willing hearts that serve you with joy.  Make us alert to the good works 
you put in our path as we live our lives that we might bring you glory as your workmanship, and may these 
good works form Christ more fully in us until the day we see you face to face. Amen. 


