
 

The Truth About the Church 
Acts 6:1-7 

 
It is sometimes difficult to hear the truth about someone or something you love. Luke, guided by the Holy 
Spirit, is very open about the ups and downs of God’s people. The Church celebrates her beginning by 
baptizing 3000 people (Acts 2:41). The churches meet faithfully around the practices of teaching, 
fellowship, communion, and prayer (Acts 2:42). The Church witnesses courageously as opposition 
intensifies (Acts 4:1-2). The Church gives sacrificially to care for others (Acts 4:34). The Church is purged 
of sin when a couple lies to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3). Luke records it all for his audience to know how the 
Holy Spirit was faithfully leading the followers of Jesus. 
 
But the truth, even when it hurts, is what we need to know.  
 
Luke is interested in recording the actual events of Jesus (Lk 1:1-4) and His followers (Ac 1:1-3). He speaks 
directly about the limitations of the disciples (Lk 5:8). Jesus is the hero of this story and everyone else is 
allowed to be human. His second account mirrors that commitment. The Holy Spirit never gets it wrong, 
but His followers are on an up-and-down path of faithfulness. Acts 6 begins with a difficult time for the 
church. They were experiencing the problem of dealing with a significant influx of new believers that 
created a strain on their ability to care for everyone’s needs.  
 
Luke records a complaint that was brought to the Apostles about the widows of Greek-speaking Jews not 
receiving food from their brothers who spoke Hebrew. The church was still exclusively a Jewish 
community, but within that community existed those who were from Palestine, and therefore spoke 
Hebrew (most likely Aramaic), and those who spoke Greek because they were raised in the Diaspora (the 
dispersion of Jews after the Exile).  
 
We do not know the reason for this failure to care for some of the widows. It could have been anything 
from unintentional oversight, because so many new converts were joining the faith, to intentionally 
neglecting families who were not their own. Maybe the truth was somewhere in between. Those who 
spoke Greek (from the Diaspora) most likely did not have the strong family connections in Jerusalem that 
served as God’s first line of defense against the dangers of starvation and homelessness. In the first 
century, they were praying for their daily bread and probably needed food to be delivered to them almost 
daily. It would have been logistically difficult to care for everyone. 
 
So, the Apostles gathered everyone and addressed the problem by reminding them of their need to 
remain focused on the ministry of preaching the gospel and praying. They charged the church to find men 
capable of overseeing the ministry of the distribution of food. Both are referred to as a ministry. 
 
The qualifications of these men were strikingly high. It does not appear that they were looking for 
organized men who were great at working out the details. The issues at hand required Spirit-filled men of 
discernment and noble character. They appointed seven men for this ministry. Surprisingly, all of them 
appear to be Greek-speaking and one was a proselytized Jew. This decision pleased everyone and the 
Apostles laid their hands on them and ordained them into this important service. The problem may not 
have been solved, but the right people were appointed to work toward a solution. 
 



 
 
 
The Bible is a book about the truth of God and ourselves. Luke follows a long tradition of recording the 
good and bad of communities and individuals living out their faith. Abraham, Isaac, and the twelve sons of 
Jacob all struggled to be faithful to the God. The descendants of Abraham have glimpses of heroic faith 
(Ex 14), but also times of weakness (Ex 32) and outright rebellion (Num 14). 
 
If the children of Israel struggled with faithfulness, why would the followers of Jesus be any different? On 
the one hand, we could assume that the coming of the Holy Spirit on the people would change everything 
so that everyone did only the right thing all the time. The Bible does not tell this kind of story of God’s 
people in either covenant.  
 
There is one thing significantly different between the struggles of OT Israel and the Church. Israel’s 
failures increase over time and even the good kings and great prophets are incapable of saving them. 
They need something more and it arrives with power in Acts 2. The struggles and failures of the church 
are talked about honestly then addressed by appointing people full of the Spirit to make things right. That 
does not mean once a problem is discovered and dealt with that it will never come up again. But it means 
we have the power and discernment to stay on mission through the Holy Spirit.  
 

 

Discussion 
 
1. The people of God have always been a collection of broken, selfish, rebellious, and stubborn people. 

Are you more frustrated by our failures or grateful for God’s patience? 

2. Why is it so important to be able to speak and hear honestly about our sin? If the Church is a 
collection of saved sinners, why should our fellowship expect so much from one another? 

3. How should the presence of the Holy Spirit change our expectations for one another? 

4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
Faithful God, we thank you for your patience with us. We are a broken, selfish, and stubborn people 
without you. We are set in our own ways and determined to take care of ourselves and our own before 
others. Convict us through your Holy Spirit to love others more than ourselves and your mission more than 
anything. Teach us to submit to one another as a way of loving and honoring you. We thank you for our 
leaders who challenge and encourage us to remain faithful to you, one another, and our mission. In the 
name of Jesus our Lord, Amen. 

 
 


