
 

What Just Happened? 
Acts 3 & 4 

 
Have you ever had one of those “what just happened” moments? You know, a moment where something 
big happens and you’re left trying to navigate the new reality that was just created. These happen all the 
time. They can be good, bad, fun, intimidating, spiritual, or not. For example, I remember sitting on my 
couch watching the Auburn Tigers return a short field goal attempt by Alabama on the last play of 
regulation to upset the mighty Crimson Tide. As the camera panned around the stadium, everyone had 
their hands on their heads trying to process the crazy play that had just happened on the field.  
 
I also remember the day that we brought Elias home for the first time. After the whirlwind that was our 
hospital experience, including a moment where I rushed blindly (I have terrible eyes) into the hall without 
a shirt on looking for help because we were convinced our new baby boy was dying at 2 a.m., we had to 
deal with the reality that life was going to look different now! And Beth and I just sat on the couch asking 
ourselves that question, “What just happened?” and then the follow-up, “So what happens now?” 
 
“What just happened” moments happen all the time. But sometimes we are so close to the situation and 
the joy is still so near, or the pain is just too close to grasp what is going on, that we need some outside 
perspective. We need those around us to help us navigate the new reality that these moments create and 
respond well to them. 
 
In Acts 3 and 4 we have one of these moments. As they are going to the temple, Peter and John 
encounter a man who had been lame for 40 years. Instead of giving him what he asked for, silver or gold, 
they give him something worth so much more. They give him an encounter with the risen Savior and he is 
given the ability to walk! And he responds by leaping, jumping, worshipping, and praising. But the crowd 
is left in awe and amazement trying to figure out what just happened. And so Peter speaks and helps 
them navigate the new reality that was literally standing and jumping and leaping before them.  
 
In the text we see that first, they give credit where credit is due. Peter and John point to the reality that it 
wasn’t them who healed this man, but instead, it was the power of Jesus working through them. They 
reminded the people that there is a greater healing that happens, salvation, that comes only through 
Jesus. There is a call for those to respond by repenting, turning away from sin, and turning back to God so 
that God can bless them. And finally, there is a call for boldness to speak the truth of Jesus with 
confidence. So, if we put all of this together, we as believers have the Spirit-empowered responsibility to 
help people navigate the reality that there is salvation in no one other than Jesus.  
 
 

 



 

 

Discussion 
 
1. What are some “what just happened” moments that you’ve experienced in your life? What was the 

new reality created by that moment? How did day-to-day life change for you because of that 
moment? 

2. At times in our lives, we are the lame man, desperately in need. Other times we are the disciples who 
get to connect people to the work of the Spirit and the power of Jesus. Consider your life right now. 
What do you need? 

3. The religious elite had to deal with the fact that there was a man walking and leaping in front of them. 
There was no avoiding it. The truth is, you can’t avoid Jesus. So where are you right now with Him? 
What do you do with the reality of the risen King Jesus? 

4. On the flip side, like the disciples, there are times that we speak into others’ lives to offer something in 
their state of need. In those moments, what do you find yourself offering others? 

5. There is a boldness in the way the disciples share the reality that has been created by Christ’s death, 
burial, resurrection, and ascension. What are some obstacles for you in sharing your faith boldly and 
with confidence? 

6. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
A prayer for boldness from Acts 4:24-30 
 

“Master, you are the one who made the heaven, the earth, and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You said 
through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our father David your servant:  

Why do the Gentiles rage  
and the peoples plot futile things?  
26 The kings of the earth take their stand  
and the rulers assemble together  
against the Lord and against his Messiah.,  

27 “For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, 
assembled together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 28 to do whatever your hand and 
your will had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that your servants 
may speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand for healing, and signs and wonders 
are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”  

Amen. 

 
 


