
 

A Crisis Church 
Acts 2:37-42 

 
There are Crisis Churches and there are Churches in Crisis.  
 
Let me explain. 
 
Most people know the story of Jim Elliot. He was a missionary to Ecuador who was killed on the mission 
field in 1956. While in missionary training, he wrote in his journal, “Father, make of me a crisis man. Bring 
those I contact to decision. Let me not be a milepost on a single road; make me a fork, that men must turn 
one way or another on facing Christ in me.” He desired to live his life in such a way that when people met 
him they understood the importance of Jesus and the eternal need they had to follow him. People are in 
a crisis without Jesus and Jim Elliot felt compelled to warn people of the danger they were in and the 
rescue they could find in Jesus. 
 
That is what I mean by a Crisis Church. The church that wants to stand like a fork in the road that causes 
people to realize their need to make a decision either for or against Jesus. This is the mission of the 
Church we learned about last week from Matthew 28:16-20. We heard that there is something worse 
than death and better than human flourishing. We were reminded and challenged to remain on mission 
and make disciples who obey the teaching of Jesus.  
 
Churches in Crisis don’t do this. They are content with providing Christian services for their members and 
their community. They are busy doing good things and even sometimes spiritual things but they do not 
act with the sense of urgency and devotion to Jesus and His teaching. They are trapped in an endless 
cycle of religious activities that often keep people from dealing appropriately with the importance of 
repenting from their sin, obeying the teaching of Jesus, and faithfully representing Him to the world as a 
redeemed community. 
 
The first Church was a Crisis Church. Jesus told Peter and the apostles that the Spirit would empower 
them to witness to the world about Him. The Holy Spirit descended and they spoke boldly about the 
person and work of Jesus. Peter presented the truth about Jesus and the immediate need to make a 
decision about him. Peter preached a “fork in the road” sermon and many people responded with 
repentance (changing their mind) and faith (trust in Jesus).  
 
The church in Jerusalem continued to be a Crisis Church. They remained steadfast in their repentance 
(mind being changed by the apostles’ teaching) and their faith (living out the implications of obedience to 
Jesus’s teaching). This is the picture and pattern of the first Christians. They were crisis people living out 
their crisis faith. Everyone they met, worked with, lived with, and served felt compelled to decide for or 
against Jesus. 



 
Sunday is Pentecost Sunday. A day we remember the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as Jesus promised, the 
preaching of the Gospel as Jesus promised, repentance and baptism as Jesus promised, and people living 
out the Great Commission and the great commandments like Jesus promised. We see it clearly recorded 
in Luke’s account of the early church. But since then, each church and each person must decide if she, he, 
or they would be a crisis woman, man, or church or if they would be a person/church in crisis. 
 
May we take seriously the commission given to the Church by Jesus (Matt 28). May we trust that the 
Spirit of God will empower and embolden us to witness for Jesus (Acts 1). May we live out together a 
devotion to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship of one another. When people meet us, may they 
recognize Jesus and feel the need to make a decision of eternal proportions! 
 

 

Discussion 
 
1. What do you think about Jim Elliot’s prayer? Is it too intense and idealistic? Is it reserved for those 

who are missionaries and ministers? Does it feel too difficult for you? 
 

2. Why is it so important to pray that prayer as a people of God and not just an individual believer? 
 

3. Are you devoted to the apostles’ teaching? 
 

4. Are you devoted to the fellowship of believers? 
 

5. Are you devoted to breaking bread and prayer? 
 

6. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
God, we thank you for giving us a mission that will consume our lives without consuming us. Thank you for 
the gift of the good news of Jesus and the hope of life forever because of him. We praise you for calling us 
to yourself and blessing us with life eternally. Make us crisis people and therefore a crisis church. Help us 
to have a sense of urgency for the lost. Give us an awareness of the way in which our lives, under the 
direction and power of your Spirit, can make an impact on people for your glory, their benefit, and our joy. 
In the name of Jesus, our Lord, Amen.. 
 


