
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 
the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 

the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 
one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 

becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 
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Sermon Summary 
One of the most misunderstood and yet central truths taught in the Bible is that everyone will be judged by their 
works. Doesn’t that sound contrary what you hear and say to others? If that is true, then what about grace, faith, 
and mercy? If everyone is a sinner and even our most righteous deeds are incapable of pleasing God, how can 
anyone be saved (judged righteous)? Therefore, we need to understand these three teachings are simultaneously 
true: 1. We are saved by the grace of God through our faith in him. 2. None of our deeds of goodness, including 
ritual obedience, can please God apart from his grace and mercy. 3. Our works should line up in direct agreement 
with God’s plan and purpose. The verses that explain this perfectly are John 6:28-29. “What can we do to perform 
the works of God?” they asked. Jesus replied, “This is the work of God—that you believe in the one he has sent.” 
 
This is how the Bible, in both testaments, can state clearly that we will be judged according to our works. These are 
not contradictory but compatible. From the very beginning, to do the work of God is to believe/trust in what he 
said and to faithfully obey his commands. Consider the story of faith retold in Hebrews 11. The repeated phrase is, 
“By faith {so and so} did {such and such}.” John’s Gospel is one of the clearest and most helpful books for 
challenging our misguided explanations and clarifying poorly worded thinking of what it means to be faithful to 
God. Jesus predicted, “If you love me you will obey me.” He means that we will faithfully obey his instruction to 
honor him and then fall directly under his protection and provision. Jesus promised, “If you remain in me, I will 
remain in you.” He is calling us to be consistently committed to obeying his word by intentionally following his 
commands. That is a summary of Jesus’s sermon in John 6.  

Jesus redirects the people from the miracle of the multiplication of bread and fish onto himself. He wants them to 
understand that being God, he is greater than anything they could receive from his hand. Nicodemus could not 
understand what it meant to be born again because he tried to understand Jesus literally. The woman at the well 
struggled to receive living water, because she tried to understand Jesus literally. The crowds are struggling to 
understand what it means to eat his flesh and drink his blood because they are trying to understand Jesus literally.  
 
They take offense at him for multiple reasons. First, what he says seems to be audacious. Who is he to claim 
something so powerful and unique? How could he be greater than Moses? Jesus points out that he in fact is greater 
than Moses and reminds them it was not Moses who fed them in the desert. God was the one who provided bread 



and birds for them to eat. Second, Jesus doubles down that if they do not believe in him, trust him, and receive 
him, then there is no one else who can give them what they need most - eternal life. Thirdly, he assures his 
followers that everyone who comes to him is born of God and is drawn to him by the supernatural power of God. 
This restates what we learned in John 1:14: Believing in Jesus is a supernatural act. Faith in God is not a matter of 
the human will and reasoning. Instead, it is an act of surrender to the revelation and power of God. Lastly, Jesus 
promises those who come to him will never be turned away by him. This fits neatly in John’s Gospel. Jesus 
repeatedly warns the disciples that everyone who claims allegiance to him will be cast out of the synagogue. They 
will be rejected by the Jewish community. But Jesus promises they would not be cast out or rejected by him. It is 
hard for us to imagine what this would be like. Our fiercely independent spirit causes us to see ourselves primarily 
as individuals before God. But in the first century it would be virtually impossible to imagine a faithfulness to God 
apart from the Jewish community. Jesus reassures them that he is greater than the community itself. 
 
The disciples are faced with the same difficult teaching as the crowds. Jesus is not interested in more and more 
people following him on their own terms. Only those the Lord draws to him will receive him. It appears there are a 
lot more than twelve disciples at the beginning of this sermon, but Jesus’s words thin them out. Most of them walk 
away because they consider his exclusive language too difficult to accept. This is a sign that God had not drawn 
them and their arrogance blocked their obedience. Finally Jesus then turns to the twelve and asks if they want to 
give up on following him. Peter confesses that he is convinced there is nowhere else to go. What a terrifying and 
soothing truth. It is hard to believe there is only one way. Most of the world struggles with this idea. It makes us 
wonder, “How can we be right and so many people wrong?” That thought is terrifying. But it is also soothing. For 
those who believe in Jesus and what he teaches about himself, experience the life he promised with peace and 
hope. Everyone who believes in him has eternal life and nothing in this world can take it away. 

 
GATHER 
Jesus explained that the work of God is to first believe in the One he sent. He sent Jesus. Therefore, we will love him 
and follow his instruction above all others. The disciples are reduced in number by the end of this sermon. This 
principle of attrition is true everywhere and everywhen. Maybe this is why Jesus tells us we must love one another, 
because we need each other in order to remain faithful to him. We are committed to not just love our brothers and 
sisters because we share similar likes and dislikes. We are not commanded to put up with one another but 
genuinely care for one another’s needs and life circumstances. In a church the size of Sunnybrook, it can be hard to 
find sisters and brothers who know and care for you? What are you doing to know and care for your brothers and 
sisters? Commit this week to evaluate how you are connected to other followers of Jesus. Follow through with 
doing something specific to connect and strengthen those connections. 
 
Additional Texts for Study 
Job 34:11 
Psalm 62:12 
Jeremiah 17:10 
Romans 2:5-7 
Hebrews 11 
James 2:14-26 
Revelation 14:13 
Revelation 19:7-8 
Revelation 20:12-13 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. How do you feel about the statement, “God will judge everyone according to their deeds or works” 
2. Jesus says that believing in him is a work. Does this create more tension than resolution in your understanding 

of God and his plan of salvation? 
3. Repeatedly and John people struggle to see what Jesus is really saying. They are trapped in a literal 

interpretation. Is this true for you sometimes? 
4. Read and discuss Hebrews 11. 
5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 



Prayer 
God, we thank you for your son who you sent into the world and spoke the truth to us about your plan and purpose. 
Thank you for what Jesus alone offers for your glory and our benefit and joy. Teach us to faithfully listen to and 
follow him. Use your Spirit to convict us of sin, righteousness, and judgment. Wean us from the things of this world 
onto you. We ask all of this through the Bread of Life, our Lord and Savior, Jesus. Amen. 
 


