
 

Jesus’s Opinion of the Church 
Matthew 16:13-20 

 
We talk a lot about times when the disciples were wrong about their understanding of Jesus. Gospel 
writers are not afraid to be honest about the misunderstandings and biases of Jesus’s first followers. But 
there were a few times where they understood enough about Jesus that they expressed some deep and 
true claims about Him. The most famous example of this is found in Matthew 16. 
 
In Matthew 16:4, Jesus begins to withdraw north of Galilee. This happens after He is questioned by the 
Pharisees and Sadducees about His identity. They want signs to prove His claims are true. Jesus has 
demonstrated enough signs for them to decide so He calls them out for their stubborn and rebellious 
hearts. There is nothing He can do to prove to them that He is, in fact, the Son of God.  
 
Jesus takes His disciples roughly 20 miles north of Galilee into the foothills of Mount Hermon, the source 
of the Jordan River. He is in the region of Caesarea Philippi (16:13). This city is named after Caesar 
Augustus and Herod Philip. Augustus is the namesake and Herod is the builder. This area is mostly 
Gentile. It is here, in a mostly rocky region, that Jesus asks His disciples to confess their understanding of 
who they believe Him to be. 
 
The disciples reply that people consider Jesus (the Son of Man) to be John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or 
another prophet. Matthew records Jesus asking, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (16:13) 
and Mark’s version is, “Who do people say that I am?” Herod Antipas thought Jesus was John raised from 
the dead (14:2) and so it seems this rumor was something a number of people believed. Others consider 
Him to be Elijah, the one promised as the Messiah’s forerunner. Still others believed Him to be Jeremiah 
or another great prophet. People had a rather high opinion of Jesus, but was their opinion high enough? 
 
Jesus then asks the disciples to verbalize what they believe and Simon Peter answers correctly that Jesus 
is both the Messiah and the Son of God. This is the first time His disciples call Him “Messiah” (Christ) in 
Matthew’s gospel. The idea that Jesus was Son of the “living God” is distinctively Jewish (Deut 5:26; Josh 
3:10; Ps 42:2). The disciples’ confession is much greater than the people’s, but it is very doubtful that 
even they fully understand or appreciate the implications of their confession. 
 
Jesus offers a blessing on Simon Peter for his confession. “Blessed are you,” is more than a congratulatory 
“good job.” Jesus is pronouncing divine favor on him because God Himself revealed this truth to Peter 
and he believes it to be true. 
 
Jesus then promises that He will build His church on “this rock.” The word for church is only found three 
times in the gospels and all occur in Matthew (here and twice in Matthew 18). The word for church 
means the assembly of believers and Jesus is claiming that He is going to be building it on the confession 



of Peter and the continued work of the disciples. This work cannot be stopped and even death (Hades) is 
powerless against Jesus’s work through His people. 
 
Jesus also promises Peter and the disciples that their work will be to bind and loose. What do these terms 
mean? They explain the importance of making decisions for the people of God regarding how they follow 
Jesus. This obviously cannot mean that God is bound by the decisions made by those leading the church, 
but naturally means that God will be with His people as they make disciples of all the nations and teach 
them to obey everything that Jesus has commanded (28:18-20). The leaders of the church are bound by 
the teachings of Jesus and the entire church is bound to the same instruction under the authority and 
direction of the church’s leadership. 

 

Discussion 
 
1. When was the last time you asked someone what they believed about Jesus? 

 
2. Who do people today say that Jesus is? How do they understand who He was and what His life was all 

about? 
 

3. Who do you believe Jesus to be? Does your life mirror your confession? 
 

4. Ask someone this week about their understanding of Jesus. It can be a friend, co-worker, or family 
member. 
 

5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
God, thank you for revealing the truth about Jesus to Peter and the disciples who were among the first to 
see and respond to Him. May we, like them, confess that Jesus is the Messiah and your one and only son. 
We thank you for making this known to us and being faithful to your promise. We also thank you for the 
church. We are grateful for those who have led it throughout history and who lead it today. Guide and 
protect them as they guide and protect us. Give them the ability to discern truth and teach it faithfully 
without wavering. Protect them from error and grant them courage to preach and teach about Jesus, your 
son and the only Savior of people. We find hope in the promise of Jesus that your people who are called by 
your name will endure to the end by your spirit. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 
. 
 


