
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 
the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 

the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 
one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 

becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 
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Sermon Summary 
John begins the next section of his gospel with the phrase, “After this” (6:1). He is referring to the event in Chapter 
5 when Jesus healed a man at the pool of Bethsaida. This miracle created controversy for Jesus and frustrated the 
Jewish leadership in Jerusalem. Jesus proved who he is with signs and words. Both are necessary to understand the 
ministry and mission of Jesus. Only two miracles are recorded in all four gospels. The most obvious is the 
resurrection of Jesus. Surprisingly, the other miracle mentioned is feeding the 5000. Something about this miracle 
compelled the gospel writers to preserve it as an essential part of the Jesus story.  
 
Jesus went up a mountain with his disciples (near the city of Bethsaida) and notices a crowd coming after him. 
Obviously, they had heard the reports of the miracles he performed and they recognize him as someone sent from 
God. When Jesus sees the crowd, he has compassion on them and turns to his disciples asking them how they are 
going to feed them. Specifically, he asks Philip (because he is from the region?) where they are going to buy enough 
bread for everyone (1:44). Philip responds by pointing out it would take half a year‘s wages to feed a crowd that 
large. His assessment fails to take Jesus’s question and Jesus himself seriously. Philip unhelpfully adds that there is a 
boy with a small amount of bread and fish, but nothing capable of satisfying the needs of the crowd.  
 
On one hand, it is understandable that they do not understand or appreciate the power and generosity of Jesus. 
But looking back, they must have been embarrassed for being blind to what was really happening. Jesus continues 
to speak and act with powerful words and deeds, leaving everyone amazed. Here is the situation: Jesus, the 
prophet and deliverer of God’s people is standing before a hungry crowd on a mountain. Like their ancestors, the 
people are looking to God and his prophet/deliverer to satisfy their hunger. Sound familiar? Jesus does not rebuke 
their inability to predict what he is about to do. Instead, he has them sit down and then Jesus distributes the food. 
 
The story is reminiscent of the children of Israel who are wandering in the desert and in need of food (Ex 16:1-31). 
God graciously and generously provided bread and meat until they were satisfied. The disciples were able to do 
almost all the miracles Jesus did – including raising the dead. But one miracle that is exclusively within the 
prerogative and power of God is to feed his people. This story is a powerful moment when his disciples are blessed 
and humbled to see God’s only Son at work displaying the greatest level of hospitality. 
 
Hospitality is a recurring theme in the opening chapters of John. Jesus provides for the wedding guests better than 
anyone else could. Jesus offers water to the woman at the well which is greater than she could give to him. Here by 



the Sea of Galilee, Jesus cares for the needs of the crowd and provides “as much as they wanted” (6:11). You 
cannot separate the power from the compassion of Jesus.  
 
The people understand that Jesus is a prophet and they want to make him their king. Isn’t this the reason why Jesus 
came? Doesn’t this mean that everything is working as planned? The answer is no. As Jesus realizes that they now 
desire to come and take him “by force to make him king,” he leaves everyone.  
Just when it seemed like everything was going right, everyone got it completely wrong. Except Jesus. 
 
This is what is meant by the idolatry of Jesus. Jesus did not come to accomplish his own will but the will of his 
Father. Therefore, it is more true that Jesus did not come to be a puppet king fulfilling the desires of the people. 
Jesus came to glorify his Father and to serve a purpose that was far beyond anything anyone could ask or imagine. 
Idolatry is evil because it replaces God at the center with something else. Not just other so-called gods, but 
anything we believe will supply meaning and happiness. We can do this with good things that God blesses us with 
like our country, college, causes, hobbies, careers, relationships, and family.  
 
But how could anyone treat Jesus as an idol? This is exactly what we see in John 6. They want Jesus to give them 
what they want. They are not interested in following him. They only want him to bless their predetermined hopes 
and dreams. God is far more gracious and generous than we realize. We should carefully examine everything that 
we have and believe that we are. We should ask ourselves, “Are we more satisfied with all our great gifts more than 
the great Giver?” Are we in danger of using Jesus as a means of getting what we really believe will satisfy us? Do we 
follow Jesus because he makes our lives better, or because he is better than life? 
 
GROW 
There is nothing wrong with enjoying the good things that God provides. This story is a great picture of how much 
Jesus enjoyed satisfying the immediate needs of a hungry crowd. Everything goes wrong when the people receive 
God’s generosity in a selfish way. The crowd sees Jesus as a means of providing for their needs. They are not 
interested in following him, but merely want someone to serve them. Everyone faces this temptation. One way that 
we can recognize growth in our life is learning to appreciate God for who he is more than what he gives. Commit 
yourself this week to recognize every good gift from God and yet rely more on him than each of those gifts. Ask 
yourself, “How would I respond if I were to suddenly lose _______________? Would I continue to trust him or 
would I complain and abandon him?” Are you learning to hold on to God more tightly by holding on to everything 
else more loosely?  
 
Additional Texts for Study 
Exodus 16:1-31 
Psalm 105 
Matthew 14:13-20 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. Discuss some of the miracles of Jesus and notice how his power and compassion are evident in each one. 
2. Why do you believe it was the will of the Holy Spirit’s gospel writers to include this miracle in their accounts? 
3. What does it mean that only God can truly feed us? How does this help us depend more on him? 
4. Explain what the idolatry of Jesus is from today’s message. Why does it matter that we follow and worship 

Jesus for who he is and not who we want him to be? 
5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
Gracious and generous father, we thank you for supplying our every need. Teach us to be content with what you 
have given. Help us to trust you to supply everything that we need. Remind us of the danger in complaining. Most of 
all, convict us of loving and finding a greater joy in your gifts than in you. Lead us so that we can appreciate who you 
are and be thankful for what you have done. The greatest picture of this is Jesus. He is your Son and our Savior. We 
thank you for satisfying us with him. All this comes through the power of your Spirit. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 
 


