
 

Why Do Weeds Exist? 
Matthew 13:24-30 

 
Some consider the way of God to be a mystery. Others would say that God’s way is more confusing than 
mysterious. There are still others that would add that His mysteriously confusing way is also very 
frustrating. When God created the world, He declared that it was good and after making humanity in His 
own image, He judged it very good. God did all this knowing Adam and Eve would rebel against Him, 
causing pain to Him, each other, and every generation that followed. The world is a wonderful and 
beautiful place full of suffering, heartache, and grief. 
 
Have you wondered about the way God works? Have you wrestled with the goodness and badness of life? 
It seems like they so often exist side by side. Why does God allow this? This parable in Matthew 13 – the 
wheat and weeds - does not attempt to answer this question, but it instead underlines the mysterious, 
confusing, and, for some, frustrating way that the Lord works. The Lord is sovereign and is aware of evil 
and evildoers. He will judge the world at the time He has appointed. 
 
Jesus tells the parable of the wheat and weeds and then leaves it unexplained to everyone listening. It fits 
alongside six other parables about the Kingdom of Heaven. Each of these stories relates a truth about 
how the Kingdom breaks into the world and how people respond to the rule of God. It appears that the 
crowds and the disciples expect the truth about God’s rule to win over the brokenness and evil in the 
world. When God enters the scene, evil flees.  
 
The disciples will soon learn that this approach to how the world works under God’s supervision is too 
simplistic. Just because the Messiah (King) has arrived does not mean everything will naturally and 
automatically fall into place. Evil will still exist and resist the rule and reign of God and His Messiah. 
 
Since the parable did not fit their understanding of God’s plan, the disciples waited until they were alone 
with Jesus and then asked for an explanation. They previously stopped Him while He was speaking and 
asked Him to explain why He speaks in parables (13:11), but now they are asking for a clarification of 
what the parable of the wheat and weeds means.  
 
Why do weeds exist? Jesus teaches some very powerful truths in this parable that should shape our 
understanding of evil. Jesus explains to His disciples that the field in this story is the world, the good seeds 
are the sons and daughters of the kingdom, the bad seeds are the sons and daughters of the evil one, the 
enemy who sows bad seed is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are God’s 
angels.  
 
Simple enough? Not really, because the correlations in the parable to real life seem straightforward 
enough but the logic behind it is tough to accept. When Jesus tells the parable, He includes a short 



conversation between the sower of the good seed and his servants. His servants ask him if they can go 
into the field and pull up the weeds. The master tells them they cannot. They are ordered to leave the 
weeds alone because in the process of pulling up the weeds they would uproot the wheat too. They are 
told that the weeds will be dealt with by the reapers at the harvest. 
 
Simple enough? Not really, because it is hard to accept the evil that exists in the world and not do 
anything. Like all of Jesus’s parables, they are relatively simple in their basic understanding and incredibly 
demanding in their implications. This parable reminds us that we are living in a world that is beautiful and 
broken. There is a tremendous amount of good and evil. The coming of the kingdom of God means that 
God’s plan of redemption has begun, but the final restoration is not yet here. The children of the kingdom 
live in between the first and the final comings of the King. 
 
Therefore, the children of the Kingdom should not be surprised by evil people or the results of evil 
people’s work in the world. When evil abounds, we are not undone or completely discouraged by its 
presence in the world. This parable does not order the children of the Kingdom to remain unaffected and 
ineffective in the world, but it does remind us of our place. The desire to confront evil is natural, but Jesus 
reminds His followers that they are to trust that God will deal with evil and those who are evil. Our 
actions when confronting evil may be more likely to hurt others than to root out the problem. There will 
be a judgment and we are to live knowing that God is aware of the world’s problems and acting as He 
chooses. 

 

Discussion 
 
1. How do you respond when you hear about something terrible that has happened in the world or, 

worse yet, in our community? How discouraged do you become? 
 

2. What does Jesus tell us we should do about sin and evil in the world? Take a look back at the Sermon 
on the Mount to see how Jesus directs His followers to confront and deal with sin and evil. 
 

3. Do you trust God to deal with the evil in the world? Why or why not? 
 

4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
Sovereign God in Heaven, Jesus taught us to pray, “Your will be done on earth as it is done in heaven.” But 
when we look around we see so much sin and evil. Teach us to trust you with everything. Help us see the 
sin in our own lives and always remove the log in our eye before we poke around trying to remove the 
speck in someone else’s eye. Lead us to speak out against the evil that exists in the world without 
assuming the role of final judge and jury. Give us the wisdom to know when and how to speak the truth in 
love. Guard our righteous actions from hurting those around us that you love. Give us the patience 
necessary to trust that you see and care about what is happening in your world. Give us the humility to 
trust that you are coming to judge the world perfectly. Until you come again, we will wait and pray that 
your will be done in us. In the name of our Savior and Judge, we ask these things. Amen. 
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