
 
 

             
 

He is Risen Indeed! Now What? 
(Luke 24:44–53; Hebrews 10:19–25) 

April 24, 2022 
 

Sermon Summary 
Last week, our season of Lent came to its celebratory end as we worshipped the Risen Lord on Easter Sunday. All 
the fasting and preparations were done and the feasting, the singing, and the excited proclamation that God had 
vindicated Jesus by bringing him back to life marked our highest holiday of the year. In fact, Easter somewhat marks 
the halfway point in the Christian calendar. Advent leads us to Christmas and Lent leads us to Easter, but what’s 
after that? 

The second half of the Christian year is meant to focus on the implications of the gospel. In other words, now that 
we’ve spent the Christmas-to-Easter cycle recounting the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we will spend 
the rest of the year focusing on what it looks like for us to live in light of that history-altering truth. It should then 
come as no surprise that a deep understanding of life in the church is intrinsically connected to who Jesus is. In 
Sunnybrook’s discipleship ministries, we like to talk about this in terms of identity. 

First, the gospel teaches us about the identity of Christ himself. Pause for a second and read Hebrews 10:19–21. 
The writer asks his readers to take confidence in two important aspects of Jesus’ identity. First, his atoning work on 
the cross has brought about a new, eternal covenant of redemption available to all who would trust and follow him 
(see also Heb. 7:22; 8:6; 9:15). Second, he now stands as our Great High Priest, mediating on our behalf with the 
Father (see also Heb. 6:20; 8:12). Christ’s identity as the only one who can deal with our rebellious hearts is the 
foundation for all life as part of his church.  

But the gospel also teaches us about our identity in Christ. Knowing who he is means we can now know who we 
are. Pause again and read Hebrews 10:22–25. This passage points out three new realities for those who find their 
identity in Jesus, and each is described in a collective, corporate way. First, we can now worship or commune with 
God—together (v. 22). Second, we are now obligated to remain committed to our confession of faith—together (v. 
23). And finally, we are now called to encourage one another to do good works—together (v. 24).  

When we know who Jesus is, we know who we are since we’ve been remade in his image. Life in the church on the 
back side of Easter looks like living in our new identities. This cannot be done alone, but it was always designed to 
be done in a community of faith (see vv. 22–25). When we died with Christ, we were raised to new lives in him (see 
Romans 6:1–11). We no longer belong to ourselves or our old identities. We belong to Jesus, and we are called to 
live according to Christ in us (see Galatians 2:20). What do we do now that Easter has come and gone? Spend some 
time thinking about the implications of the first question from the Heidelberg Catechism: 



Q. What is your only hope in life and death? 

A. That I am not my own, 
but belong with body and soul, 
both in life and in death, 
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.  

The question above doesn’t come from a document associated with Sunnybrook’s church tradition, but the answer 
nevertheless merits our careful consideration. As followers of Christ, we were bought with a price. (See 1 
Corinthians 6:19.) Let us continue to celebrate the Resurrection of God’s Son by living our lives as those already 
resurrected to a new life as well. (See Romans 6 again.) 

Quote 
“If you are not your own but belong to Christ, then the entire modern project of identity formation and expression 
is a sham. That means a major portion of our economy is based on the myth that we need to be someone unique.” 
— Alan Noble 

Gather 
God has given us each many fellow believers with which to follow Jesus. Call or text a few of your brothers and 
sisters, thank them for their role in your life, and ask them how you can better encourage one another toward good 
works – for the glory of God and the benefit of his church! 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. What was most impactful about observing Lent in preparation for Easter? What was most impactful about 

Easter itself? 
2. How would you describe what it means to find your identity in Christ? 
3. What other identities are you tempted to lean into? In what ways does your culture or environment try to 

assign you an identity? 
4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
Heavenly Father, you alone have power over life and death. We have died to our sins, and you have raised us to life 
in the power of the Spirit and in image of your Son. Risen Lord Jesus, be our resurrection and life. You, the Conqueror 
of sin and death, can do all things. Heal us and restore us to your righteousness, all for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 


