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Sermon Summary 
Jesus begins his final week with a triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The great crowd celebrates his arrival shouting 
out the good news that God’s Anointed One has arrived. That attitude is short-lived. By the end of the week, Jesus 
is crucified by the Romans at the request of the Jewish leaders for treason by claiming to be king. The week begins 
with anticipation, but Friday is filled with confusion and grief. But when Sunday morning dawns, their mourning will 
turn to joy! Then the first witnesses announce the joy-filled resolution to the story - Jesus is alive! 

Jesus’ betrayal, torture, abandonment and death is not how the story of God’s redemption concludes. It begins 
with the crowds proclaiming Jesus as King, even though they did not understand fully what they were saying. It 
ends with Jesus proclaiming his victory and power over sin and death. Death was defeated. Sin was confronted and 
judged by the Judge of the universe, and God uttered the final words of redemption and restoration by raising his 
son and Anointed One from the dead. 

To rejoice in the hope of resurrection is an act of faith. From God’s perspective, death is powerless to stop, hinder, 
or derail his plan. Jesus is “the firstborn from among the dead” (Col 1:18). What does this mean? This statement 
recognizes that God’s final act of fulfilling his promise to the Serpent is done. “He will crush your head” (Gen 3:15). 
Jesus is not just brought back to life, like Lazarus who will die again. Jesus’ resurrection is the first example of the 
final, eternal resurrection that will happen to all of God’s faithful people. 

Paul believed emphatically in the power of Jesus’ resurrection. He asks the Corinthian church to ponder, “What if 
there is no resurrection?” (1 Cor. 15:13–18). He believed that if Jesus was not raised, our faith in him is pointless. 
There is no Good News (gospel) in an unresurrected Jesus. We are saved through our faith that Jesus’ death paid 
for our sins and Jesus’ resurrection confirms God’s acceptance of his sacrifice. That is why we celebrate his death 
and resurrection. Together, they underline the glorious grace, mercy, and power of God. 

Since Jesus was resurrected from the dead, we too will share in his resurrection (1 Thess. 4:14). Our faith in him is 
powerful and true. We are saved from sin and the fear of death because we know the “blood of Jesus, who through 
the eternal Spirit, offered himself without blemish to God” for our salvation (Heb. 9:14). 

Quote:  
“The best news of the Christian gospel is that the supremely glorious Creator of the universe has acted in Jesus 
Christ’s death and resurrection to remove every obstacle between us and himself so that we may find everlasting 
joy in seeing and savoring his infinite beauty.”  - John Piper 
 



 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. Are you more aware of your sin or God’s grace? 
2. Are you able to respond to the difficulties of this life with the hope that is found in God’s power over sin and 

death? 
3. Are you able to move beyond the sentimentality of Easter to recognize and respond to God’s saving grace? 
4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
God, you raised Jesus from the dead, showing that you have power over sin and death. You accepted Jesus’ faithful 
sacrifice on our behalf. Lord, may we walk in a manner worthy of the Gospel by which we have been saved. May we 
be a resurrection people who are defined by grace and hope based on the truth of you and your Word.  
 


