
 

Seeing and Hearing Jesus Clearly 
Luke 24.13-35 

 
It is probably impossible to appreciate how difficult it was for the disciples, the religious leaders, and the 
crowds to recognize Jesus for who He was and understand what He taught. We confess, “I think I would 
be just like them! I don’t think I would get it either!” But the words He said about being rejected, being 
crucified, and rising again are clear enough to make sense. 
 
To us. Today. Why is it so easy for some to get it and at the same time too difficult for others? Are those 
who get Jesus smarter or better or more spiritual than those who always struggle? 
 
There is a very interesting story that we know as the Road to Emmaus. It is recorded only in Luke’s Gospel 
and describes an encounter Jesus had with a few of His disciples who were not part of the Twelve. They 
were walking to Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and Luke says they were discussing and 
arguing about the death of Jesus and rumors of His resurrection. Luke describes them as confused and 
disappointed that Jesus failed to be the Messiah that He claimed to be and that they hoped for. 
 
There is a miraculous aspect of the story that is surprising. Jesus is walking with them but His identity is 
kept hidden from them. Luke records, “They were prevented from recognizing him” (24:16). For some 
God-known reason, Jesus wanted to show them who He was, but not visually. This is a repeated theme in 
almost all of the resurrection accounts. The angels tell the women, “Go, tell the disciples and Peter” (Mk 
16:7). Jesus meets the women on the way from the tomb and tells them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell 
my brothers to leave for Galilee, and they will see me there” (Mt 28:10). When Jesus finally appears to 
Thomas, He tells him, ““Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe” (Jn 20:29).  
 
The repeated idea is that most people are going to learn about the resurrection of Jesus by the testimony 
of others. Maybe that is why Jesus kept His identity hidden from these disciples as He walked with them. 
Instead of making Himself known visually, recognizing His face, or audibly, understanding His voice, Jesus 
reveals Himself through Scripture.  

First, Jesus rebukes them for not understanding. He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken!” (Lk 24:25). Their lack of faith was bothersome to Jesus. He 
comments numerous times about the people’s failure to believe. After three years of watching and 
listening to Jesus, they were still not able to recognize His identity as Messiah or understand His teaching 
about the Messiah. He repeatedly described what would happen to Him and they could not believe it 
because they would not believe it. Many of His disciples, not the remaining eleven, were no different than 
the fickle crowds or skeptical religious experts. 



Second, Jesus highlights again that the purpose of His coming was to suffer, die, and be glorified by God, 
His father. The part they could not get their heads around was the death of the one they believed was the 
Messiah. Israel’s Messiah could never die on a Roman cross after being rejected by His people. That was 
the one truth they counted on. Jesus admonishes them with the rhetorical question, “Wasn’t it necessary 
for the Messiah to suffer these things and enter into his glory?” (Lk 24:26). The answer is yes. They are 
arguing and debating against the truth of scripture with Jesus! 

Lastly, Jesus makes Himself known. He does not do this visually (His face, side, hands and feet). He does 
not do this audibly (the sound of His voice). He does it with scripture. Luke records, “Then beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted for them the things concerning himself in all the Scriptures” 
(Lk 24:27). This must have been something He had already shared with them. He not only made Himself 
known through His miracles, but He taught His disciples about the promised Messiah from the OT. These 
proofs work together and the most surprising aspect of proving the identity of Jesus as the Messiah is 
that scripture does a better job of convincing people than the miracles themselves sometimes. When the 
disciples finally realize that Jesus is the one they have been talking to, they confess, “Weren’t our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking with us on the road and explaining the Scriptures to us?” (Lk 
24:32). 
 
Let’s remember that we do not need to see Him visually or hear Him audibly to know who Jesus is. Here is 
an incredible understatement: “The vast majority of people in heaven will have never seen the face or 
heard the voice of Jesus.” How does that happen? God, in His kindness, promised He would send a Savior 
for the world, a Messiah, in the OT. Jesus, God’s Messiah, came into the world and made Himself known 
through miracles and many other proofs so that future generations would hear the testimony of the eye-
witnesses and believe (Jn 20:30-31). The Holy Spirit convicts people of this truth and they repent and 
believe the good news about Jesus, our Messiah, and enter into the Kingdom. 
 
Let our testimony be, “I have seen Jesus and I have heard His voice. I recognize His identity so that I can 
worship Him and understand His teaching so that I can joyfully obey Him. And guess what? I didn’t need 
my eyes and ears to do it!” 

 

Discussion 
 
1. At the end of each gospel, we read about people encountering angels and Jesus after His resurrection. 

Go back and read these accounts. Notice how often witnesses of the empty tomb or resurrected Jesus 
are told to “Go and tell!” others what has happened. 
 

2. Read John 20:19-31. Discuss the statement of Jesus, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
believe” (Jn 20:29). That is us! Do you consider yourself blessed for believing without seeing? Or do 
you believe that seeing would help you believe? 
 

3. Why was it so hard for Jesus’s disciples to believe that Jesus was the Messiah? 
 
4. Where would you go in the OT to prove that Jesus was the Messiah and that He had to suffer to enter 

into His glory? 
 

5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 

 

 



 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
God, our true Father, we thank you for making your plan known to us in Scripture. We also want to thank 
you for your faithfulness to your plan. You sent Jesus, our Lord, into the world to make peace with you. We 
thank you for His perfect life and horrific death. We thank you for proving who He is by raising Him from 
the dead and seating Him by your side in glory. We thank you for sending your Spirit to us to convict us of 
all these truths. Even though we have never seen Him, we believe Him. And even though we have never 
heard His voice, we listen and obey Him. We do all of this for your glory and our joy. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 


