
 
 

             
 

Palm Sunday (Matthew 21:1-11) 
April 10, 2022 

 
Sermon Summary 
Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, helping us celebrate the final days and events in Jesus’ life and ministry. This is 
when Jesus was welcomed into Jerusalem as the Savior and King of Israel. Riding on a donkey, Jesus entered 
Jerusalem while a large crowd received him by laying palm branches and cloaks on the road. They shouted, 
"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
(Matt 21:9). 
 
In Biblical times, kings would enter a city riding on a donkey to symbolize they came in peace. At his birth, the 
angels proclaimed, “Glory to God and peace on earth to the people he favors.” Jesus was God’s Anointed One 
(King-Messiah-Christ) sent to rescue and reign over his people. 
  
Before he entered Jerusalem, he stopped for a moment to reflect on this city and what was about to happen. Then, 
he wept. Before hearing all the praises and curses of the crowds, Jesus stopped for a moment to pray. He knew the 
impending ups and downs of his final days. He would be praised, challenged, rebuked, betrayed, rejected, and 
killed for all the people who could not understand just how much he loved them and came to their rescue. He came 
to bring peace and they treated him with violence. 

The final days of Jesus’ life are both exciting and troubling. They begin with shouts of acclamation and praise and 
end with shouts of rejection and condemnation. How could people get Jesus so right and so wrong in the same 
week? The events we remember this Palm Sunday teach us that Jesus’ Kingdom and reign were greater and more 
far-reaching than anyone in Jerusalem could comprehend. They were able to celebrate and welcome him on their 
terms. They had a list of things they hoped the Messiah would save/rescue them from. They longed for someone to 
fight their battles and bless their nation. But God had something greater planned for their redemption and 
restoration. 

Let’s celebrate this week by remembering two things. First, both the people of ancient Jerusalem and also the 
people of present-day Stillwater can be quick to receive Jesus on their terms. All too often, people only ask Jesus to 
rescue them from their most immediate and pressing problems at the time. Second, God, through the coming of 
his Anointed One, will rescue us from and redeem us from more than we can imagine. We have a better 
understanding of the crowds who gathered on the first Palm Sunday, but God’s saving and reigning power is 
greater than anything we could imagine. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. The last few weeks we have focused on hearing and seeing Jesus correctly. How do these two ideas relate? 
2. On Palm Sunday, the people recognize Jesus for who he is because they saw the sign (raising Lazarus), and yet 

there is still so much more that they did not understand about God’s plan. Why is it important for us to 
recognize and respond to each prompting of faith? 

3. What do you recognize about Jesus that encourages you to worship and follow him more faithfully? 
4. Do you see him for who he is and follow his teaching more this year than you did last year? 
5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
O God, King of the universe, may we see you for who you are. May we comprehend the person and work of Jesus. 
Empower us with your Spirit to seek salvation and respond to this salvation on your terms. Give us a proper 
perspective on the circumstances of our days. 
 


