
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 
the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 

the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 
one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 

becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 
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Sermon Summary 
One of God’s defining characteristics in the Scriptures is that he is a God who speaks. In fact, this is how the Bible 
begins: with God speaking everything into existence. We see the words “God said” pop up ten different times in the 
Genesis 1 creation account. This sets a tone for the rest of the Bible. When God rescues his people from slavery, 
one of the first things he does is bring them to Mt. Sinai, where he will speak with Moses, giving him and Israel the 
Law. And he makes a point of emphasizing this fact in Exodus 20:22 when he tells Moses, “This is what you are to 
say to the Israelites: You have seen that I have spoken to you from heaven.” 
 
Then after they settle in the land, he speaks to them through prophets like Samuel, Elijah, and Isaiah. The psalmists 
wrote praise songs celebrating the fact that Israel’s God communicated with them through both Creation and the 
Scriptures (Psalm 19). And they highlighted how this contrasted with the false gods around them, the many idols 
“who have mouths but do not speak” (Psalm 115.5). 
 
In the New Testament, we are told that God continues to speak, but that his primary mode of communication has 
changed: “Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways. In these last 
days, he has spoken to us by his Son” (Hebrews 1.1-2). So through Jesus, he still speaks today. 
 
And since speaking is a defining characteristic of God, it makes sense that hearing - specifically hearing and 
believing Jesus - is a defining characteristic of his people. That’s why Jesus can say in John 5.27, “Anyone who hears 
my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life,” and in John 10:27, “My sheep hear my voice, I know them, 
and they follow me.” It’s why Paul clarifies that people don’t receive God’s Spirit through doing works of the law, 
but through “hearing with faith” (Gal 3.5). 
 
But there are different kinds of hearing, and not all of them lead to obedient faith. Jesus, quoting from Isaiah, 
speaks about a kind of hearing that, “may indeed listen, and yet not understand” (Mark 4.12). And throughout his 
ministry, we see this play out. There are some who hear Jesus' words and respond in faith. While others hear those 
same words and respond with confusion, skepticism, or outright rejection. 
 
So what separates those two groups? What causes a person to hear from God’s Son without recognizing his voice? 
What keeps people from the hearing that leads to faith? There are a lot of factors that contribute to this, but Jesus 
hits on at least three in our text this week. 



 
The first is misreading the Scripture. This is not so much about misunderstanding a specific text here or there, as it 
is about missing the overall point of the Bible. In John 5.39, Jesus says his opponents, “pour over the Scriptures, 
because you think you have eternal life in them, and yet they testify about me.” This is what they were missing: 
that the primary purpose of the Scripture is not to show us how to live, or inspire us with great examples, or make 
us more righteous (or self-confident, or peaceful, or fulfilled). The primary purpose is to point us to Jesus. To show 
us our need for him, to increase our faith in him, to strengthen our love for him, to foster obedience to him. It is 
possible to know the Bible front to back without knowing the One it points to. This was the case with the religious 
leaders. Their devotion to the Scriptures worked against them because they misused the Scriptures to build their 
hope on their ability to adhere to the Law of Moses (5.45). 
 
The second hindrance to faith-filled hearing is a simple lack of desire. Jesus says that even though the Scriptures 
testify about him, his opponents “are not willing to come to me” (John 5.40). The greek literally says, “You do not 
want (or desire) to come to me.” This runs counter to the way many of us think. We would reverse the order and 
say a person doesn’t want Jesus because they can’t find compelling reasons to believe in him. But this is a far too 
simplistic understanding of faith (and of the human heart). No one comes to Jesus from a place of complete 
neutrality. If he is truly the Son of God, then he has claims on my life that I will probably not be comfortable with. 
And it’s naïve to think that this has no bearing on my ability to believe in him. 
 
The third thing that keeps us from hearing and believing Jesus is a need for human approval. “How can you 
believe,” Jesus asks, “since you accept the glory that comes from one another, but don’t seek the glory that comes 
from the only God?” The implied answer is that you can’t. Why? First, because, as Andrew Murray says, ”faith and 
humility spring from the same root.” Faith in Jesus requires a confession that I am not able to save or fix myself. I 
come to him and his kingdom like a weak, needy child (Matt 18.3). But a craving for human approval will also work 
against faith, because following Jesus will inevitably lead to opposition in the world. John 12.42-43 says that there 
were many people who believed the truth about Jesus, but they would not identify with him because they were 
scared of the religious leaders, “For they loved human praise more than praise from God.” 
 
GROW 
It’s easy to see the flaws in Jesus’ opponents as we examine them 2000 years later. It’s easy to believe that we 
would have responded differently. But the reality is that the obstacles that prevented them from recognizing Jesus 
were not just Pharisee problems. They weren’t just Jewish problems. They were human problems. Outside of God’s 
redeeming grace, we are all prone to twist scriptures or religion or spirituality to suit our own needs. We’re all 
resistant to God’s rule in our lives. We all have a tendency to chase human affirmation rather than seeking God’s. If 
we are to foster real, living faith in our lives, we must ask God to reveal these tendencies in ourselves, and by his 
power we must ruthlessly put them to death whenever we see them. 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. The sermon today described the fact that two people can hear all the same things about Jesus (even in the 

same setting), and yet have two completely different responses to him. Have you seen or experienced this 
before? In what way? 

2. More than likely, everyone in your group is already a believer in Jesus, but the three factors listed above can 
still hinder/weaken our faith. Which of these do you feel you are most prone to? 

3. Jesus says that the Old Testament is ultimately testifying about him. In what ways is that true? Is it possible to 
go too far with this? If so, how? 

4. How do the truths of this text shape the way we pray for our lost friends and family members? How can it 
shape the way we pray for ourselves? 

5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
A Prayer from the Valley of Vision 
Glorious Trinity, impress the Good News of Jesus on our souls, until its virtue spreads to every part of us. Let it be 
heard, acknowledged, professed, felt by us. Teach us to take hold of this great blessing. Help us to give up our sinful 
desires, to submit our hearts and lives to Jesus’ command, so that he controls our affections, and molds our 
understanding. Amen 


