
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 
the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 

the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 
one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 

becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 
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Sermon Summary 
What have we learned from the first four chapters of John? First, that Jesus is more than a prophet. This is clearly 
John’s primary goal. The opening sentence of his gospel declares that Jesus was with God in the beginning and was 
God (1:1). Second, that he has come to reveal his Father’s purpose in the world. He does this by being the perfect 
manifestation of grace and truth (1:14). We read this in the most famous verse of the Bible: God loved the world so 
much that he sent his only son and everyone who believes in him will have life that will never end (3:16). Third, 
even though Jesus is in fact God, he and his message will be mostly rejected by those he came to save. Jesus as 
promised/prophesied came to his people and they refused to accept him (1:10-11).  Last, the message of God is 
very difficult to understand and appreciate because we are so wrapped up with our worldly perspective.  
 
Jesus warns Nicodemus that if he struggles to understand the earthly things that Jesus teaches, how could he ever 
understand heavenly things (3:12-13)? It was not just a problem for Nicodemus. The disciples struggled to 
understand Jesus. The Samaritan woman was deeply confused by the words of Jesus. It is a human problem and 
only the Holy Spirit can intervene on our behalf. That is why those who believe are the true children of God (1:12-
13). 
 
Today’s text wraps up this first section by returning to Cana in Galilee. This was where Jesus revealed himself by 
turning the water into wine - the first sign. Now he is going to heal a ruler’s son - the second sign. Jesus has actually 
returned to Galilee after traveling through Samaria and spending two days at a Samaritan village. There he was 
received as more than a prophet. It is interesting that many in Jerusalem refused to accept him and he will continue 
to face similar opposition in Galilee. Yet, among the Samaritans, Jesus was accepted for who he was.  
 
We do not know if the royal official from Capernaum is a Jew or Gentile. He would have been part of King Herod 
Antipas’s administrative team. Herod was the king of Galilee and Perea, the two areas north of Judea. It is 17 miles 
from Capernaum to Cana and the unnamed official travels that far seeking Jesus to save his son who was sick and 
about to die. The official approaches Jesus and informs him of his need for a miracle. Before Jesus responds to the 
specific request, he speaks a critical assessment against those who are more interested in what he can do for them 
than for who he is. He points out they believe in him because of the signs he is performing and not the words he is 



speaking. This is an important theme in John’s gospel. It prepares us to hear Jesus’s blessing offered to those who 
believe not because of what they see, but in spite of the fact that they are not able to witness personally the signs 
and wonders he performed. 
 
After this sharp rebuke, the royal official persists and Jesus compassionately grants his request. It is important that 
Jesus does not travel to the boy in order to heal him. He offers only his word that man’s son will live. The desperate 
father has an opportunity to trust in the words of Jesus without receiving a sign. His blind faith is soon confirmed by 
messengers who are seeking the royal official to inform them that his son has been healed. This miracle concludes 
with the official discovering from his servants that the boy recovered at the same moment Jesus made the 
promise.  
 
Faith is hard. It is difficult for us to see and believe in a heavenly reality because of all of our earthly interests, 
struggles, and temptations. It is very encouraging to know that God does not merely abandon us when our faith is 
small, mixed with doubt, or even absent. Instead, he speaks the truth about how his word can be trusted and 
sometimes produces a miracle. 
 
GO 
“The world in which we live is shaped - and therefore limited - by our context, our opinions, our imaginations, and, 
most dangerously, our needs.” This means that as we share the truth about Jesus with others, we must remember 
everyone is trying to reshape Jesus into someone who can address and fix their life under their terms. Everyone 
includes us. Therefore, we must have an accurate and clear understanding of who Jesus is and what he is offering. 
Jesus, being God, comes on his own terms and for his own agenda. The good news is that God’s plan of redemption 
and restoration is also our in best interest. Before we go and share the Good News about Jesus, we should 
understand and experience his grace and truth.  
 
Additional Texts for Study 
Judges 6:33-40 
Matthew 16:1-4 
Matthew 24:23-28 
John 20:24-29 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. One of the most famous individuals to ask for a sign is Gideon. Read Judges 6:33-40. In light of what Jesus 

teaches in John 4, what does it mean to ask God for a sign? 
2. Read and discuss Matthew 24:23-28. Do you learn about signs from this text? 
3. Read John 20:24-29. How is Thomas like the official? How does Jesus treat Thomas and the official in a similar 

way? What does this teach us about how to respond to the words and promises of Jesus? 
4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for Jesus and for his words of truth. We praise you for again making yourself known 
to us in spite of our temptation to receive you on our own terms. Your words are reliable because they are true. 
Increase our faith so that we can trust everything that you have said and promised. Give us the kind of faith that 
honors you and inspires others to believe in you and your only Son. May all of this glorify you, strengthen others, and 
produce overwhelming joy in us. In the name of Jesus, Amen.  
 

 
 


