
 

 
 

The Demands and Joy of a Transformed Life 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Key Verse: We have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will continue to do 

what we command. (2 Thessalonians 3:4) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Key idea:  We are called to work hard and care for the needs of our own families (and others as needed) as 
a powerful witness to our communities. 
 

 

The Church is the hope of the world and God has called and equipped her to accomplish His purpose of 
redemption and restoration. The process looks like this: the Good News of the Kingdom is preached and 
salvation is offered. A new community is formed and stands out culturally because they are devoted to 
following the transforming words of Jesus. They are also empowered by the power of the Holy Spirit. The 
alternative community becomes a shining example for others of what life in the Kingdom of God looks like. 
(Think salt and light.) 
 
But that is not what is happening in Thessalonica. There are some who are following Paul’s example of 
working hard and caring for one another (1 Thess 1:3), but there are others who are idle and not 
contributing to the needs of the community and hurting their witness to their city (2 Thess 3:10). 
 
The Apostle, who was the one who first evangelized the city of Thessalonica, has hard words for those who 
refuse to work. Paul openly criticizes those who are idle and who are not busy, but busybodies (11). Paul’s 
strong words are intended to help the church care for one another and to work for the good of its neighbors. 
Failing to work hard is unloving and does not follow the example of the apostles and our savior. Therefore, it 
hurts the Church’s witness when idle and disorderly Christians fail to provide for their own families. Their 
families are hurt when they refuse to accept the responsibility for their needs. Instead of seeing how they 
can help, they strategize as to how they can take from the limited resources of the community. 
 
This isn’t the only example of Paul challenging a Church to love one another by helping one another. He 
commands the Christians in Galatia to love one another by carrying one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2). But he 
then commands them to carry their own burdens (Gal 6:4). Paul follows a similar line of reasoning when he 
instructs the Thessalonian Christians to show discretion and wisdom in caring for those who are in need. 
These words are hard to hear but probably even more difficult to say: “If anyone isn’t willing to work, he 



should not eat” (10). Those are usually words we think but refuse to say. We shrink back from speaking the 
truth for fear of appearing judgmental or overly critical. Sadly, our silence doesn’t help those families 
suffering under the irresponsible behavior of idle people. It might be easy for us, but it is hurtful for them. 
 
Obviously, since Paul argues in Galatians 6 that Christians should be striving to carry our own needs and 
also the needs of others, he is not critiquing those who are genuinely unable to provide for the needs of 
their families. Instead, Paul is rebuking those who are able to work and yet impenitently refuse to do so. The 
word idle might be better interpreted as disorderly. It isn’t just a matter of laziness, but more of an attitude of 
irresponsibility and, therefore, disruptive behavior. Unlike the apostle Paul who demonstrated an example of 
working hard and providing for his own needs so that he wasn’t a burden to the church, they are electing to 
do the opposite. These disorderly, disruptive, and idle busybodies are a financial, relational, and emotional 
drain on the Church.  
 
This text has two very challenging directions that we should follow today. First, the words of Paul clearly 
speak to those who are idle, disorderly, and disruptive. Those who are not caring for the financial, relational, 
emotional, and spiritual needs and direction of their families need to repent and follow the example of the 
apostle Paul and those in the Church who are excellent models of faithfulness to the teachings of Jesus. 
Second, the Church needs to be willing to have difficult conversations with those individuals who are not 
showing any sign of repentance. The leaders of the Church are expected to first follow the instructions of 
Scripture and then command others to do the same. 
 
Those difficult conversations are not easy, but they are necessary in order for the Church to maintain her 
witness to one another and the world.  
  
For the glory of God, the benefit of others, and our greatest joy! 
 

 

Questions 
 

How is our witness helped or hurt by those of us who are not willing to work hard and provide for the needs 
of their own families and the need of others? 
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:7-11. Why did Paul make those sacrifices? How does this serve as an example 
and a challenge for us today? 
 
The problem being described in 2 Thessalonians 3 is people not providing for the financial needs of their 
families. The vast majority of our people at Sunnybrook have their basic needs provided. What do you think 
about applying this text beyond financial obligations to those who are idle, disorderly, and disruptive 
emotionally, relationally, and spiritually? 
 


