
 

Passover Perfected 
Matthew 26:26-30 

 
As Israel waited to be liberated from their oppression in Egypt, God instructed them to celebrate their 
impending freedom with a meal. This was not something they were to do only once. Instead, their 
liberation was to be celebrated and remembered every year by reenacting the Passover night together. 
God commanded them to do this as a permanent statute, long after they were freed from their 
oppressors and living securely in the Promised Land. 
 
The instructions for the meal are explained in detail (Ex 12). They were to do it on a certain day and 
specific time of the day. They were to slaughter a certain kind of animal at a specified time. They were to 
eat a certain kind of bread and most importantly, they were to take the blood of their sacrifice and wipe it 
on the doorposts and the lintel of their homes. This protected them from God’s judgment against Egypt 
when he struck down all the firstborn males. God promised them, “The blood on the houses where you 
are staying will be a distinguishing mark for you: when I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Ex 12:13). 
 
History records that the people soon forgot to remember the Passover. When safely in their new land 
God provided, they decided to leave the past behind them and they failed to remember the kindness the 
LORD God showed them when he set them free. 
 
Fast forward 1500 years. During the first century AD, during the life of Jesus, the Jewish people were 
remembering and celebrating the Passover. God’s judgments against them in 722 and 586 BCE, along 
with 70 years of exile, humbled them and reminded them of the importance of knowing and living 
according to God’s Law. They were striving to follow the Law of Moses and a group of dedicated religious 
teachers known as the Pharisees were leading them. As far following the rules goes, they were doing it! 
The Passover was being celebrated and remembered just as Moses commanded. 
 
The Passover meal meant a great deal to Jesus. During the final days of his life, Jesus made sure he and 
his disciples ate it together. We have no mention of them eating before, but the Passover they eat 
together, known as the Last Supper, will be the last meal they enjoy together before Jesus is betrayed, 
arrested, tried, tortured, and slaughtered. It is a meal where the disciples are looking back at God’s 
deliverance of their ancestors from Egypt and Jesus is looking forward to God’s deliverance of his people 
from their sin. Two different directions being considered by the same meal. 
 
Some label the meal Jesus has with his disciples as The Last Supper. That description is true. It is the last 
time they will eat together before his crucifixion. But it might be better labeled The First Supper. Jesus’s 
entire life and ministry was not intended to bring everything that God had done to an end, but to bring it 
to completion. Jesus taught that he came to fulfill what God was doing in the world and what God had 



promised through the prophets. Jesus was not ending the time of remembering God’s powerful liberation 
from Egypt, but showing them that there was a greater liberation promised that was now taking place. 
 
When the angel appeared to Mary, it promised her child would, “save his people from their sins” (Mt 
1:21). This was all about to take place. Jesus was faithfully fulfilling everything that God wanted. The will 
of the Father was being perfected by his one and only Son. Jesus was prepared to accomplish the greatest 
act of liberation the world had ever and would ever see. His death on the cross, body broken and blood 
poured out, will bring freedom from God’s judgment for those covered by his blood. 
 
So Jesus took the bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take and eat it; this is my 
body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks, he gave it to them and said, “Drink from it, all of 
you. For this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins (Mt 
26:26-28). The meal was the same one they probably ate last year, but this time it had a whole new 
significance. 
 
Fast forward 2000 years. Jesus’s followers now remember and reenact what he accomplished for them 
on the cross. What God did for the people of Israel was a small picture of what he planned to one day do 
for all people. The lamb that was slaughtered, the blood applied to the doorframe, and the passing over 
of God during the first Passover night was all in preparation for a much greater Lamb. We are able to 
appreciate all the ways God has liberated and freed his people from oppression, but nothing is greater 
than what Jesus accomplished on the cross. So much so that we joyfully and humbly remember and 
celebrate it every week when we gather together! 
 

 

Discussion 
 
1. Read Exodus 12. What are some of the similarities between the Passover and the Lord’s Supper? 

 
2. Why is it important to remember when God does great things (like the Exodus)? Why is it important to 

teach them to our children and grandchildren? 
 

3. The disciples have no understanding of what is about to happen when they eat the Passover with 
Jesus. Why is it important for us to consider what/why we are eating and drinking each week? 
 

4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
God, we praise you for being a God that loves to set your people free. From Egypt. From Babylon. From 
their sin. You know what oppresses us and our pain better than we do. We thank you for seeing our pain 
and coming down to rescue us. As we eat the bread and drink the cup, may we remember your kindness to 
us. Teach us to remember that deliverance is not based upon our goodness, but your mercy. Thank you for 
saving us from the greatest thing that separates us from you – our sin. We ask all this in the name of our 
Savior, your only Son, Jesus. 
 


