
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 
the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 

the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 
one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 

becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 
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Sermon Summary 
It is true that the Jesus portrayed in John’s gospel sounds very different than the one in the Synoptics. Make no 
doubt about it; it is the same Jesus, but John chooses to highlight the parabolic/mysterious way he spoke. The 
fourth gospel describes Jesus before he was born as The Word. John the Baptist refers to him as the Lamb of God. 
Jesus claims that his body is the true Temple of God. With Nicodemus, he speaks about being born again of water 
and Spirit. And now in a conversation with a Samaritan woman, he describes himself as Living Water. John the 
disciple-apostle seems to enjoy the profound and mysterious way Jesus makes himself known. 
 
There are a number of significant differences between Jesus’s encounters in John 3 and John 4. In the first meeting, 
Jesus is sought out by a committed Jewish leader who wants to know more about him. It happens at night and 
Nicodemus walks away without any apparent belief in Jesus. In the second encounter, Jesus seeks the Samaritan 
woman in the heat of the day. After a long and trying conversation, she leaves believing she may have discovered 
the Messiah. There is also an important similarity to both accounts: Jesus consistently speaks of himself and his 
offer of salvation using terms and ideas that are loaded with significance and impossible to understand from a 
merely earthly perspective. 
 
A lot has been made of the Samaritan woman and Jesus’s meeting with her. It cannot be overstated that this 
encounter was far outside of the cultural norm. Much has also been said about her broken past. Although it is most 
likely wrong to assume her many husbands are the result of sinful choices, it is accurate to assume she was 
ostracized by her own community. Jesus seeks her out in order to reveal himself to her. She is first confused and 
then surprised that Jesus, being a Jewish man, would speak to her publicly. Jesus responds by informing her that 
not only is he willing to confront what is considered culturally inappropriate, he is more accepting and generous 
than she could imagine.  
 
An important background to this entire encounter is the ancient world’s understanding of hospitality. It was 
expected for people to be hospitable to foreigners. And yet Jesus the foreigner is the one who graciously offers to 
supply her with something eternally greater than physical water. He is only able to do this because he is eternally 
greater than the one who dug the well in the first place. The Samaritan woman cannot believe how he could be 



greater than their father, Jacob. Jesus proves that he is greater by speaking truthfully about her complicated past, 
about which he would have had no way of knowing. It is this revelation that causes her to recognize him as 
something more than a weary, Jewish man traveling to Galilee.  
 
Perceiving he could speak with deep religious insight, she asked him about the sharp disagreement between the 
Samaritans and the Jews over who was worshiping God faithfully. Jesus continues to speak truthfully when he tells 
her that the Samaritan worship was uninformed and the Jewish worship was about to be fulfilled in him. Isn’t it 
amazing that Jesus chooses to make a known to a Samaritan woman, when none of his disciples are present, that 
God desires to be recognized and worshiped, not in any particular place or by any particular people, but by 
everyone everywhere? Jesus explains that since God is spirit, he expects and accepts those who worship him in 
spirit and truth. 
 
The story continues as the disciples return and the woman leaves without her water jug. She is so caught up with 
who she has met that she apparently forgot why she was at the well in the first place. When she returns home, she 
excitedly shares her discovery with the others from her town. She both claims and wonders if she has, in fact, found 
God’s Messiah.  
 
Now it is the disciples’ turn to not understand what Jesus is talking about. The woman could not understand the 
kind of water that Jesus offered and the disciples were incapable of understanding the kind of food that Jesus had 
eaten. Again, without giving a comprehensive explanation, Jesus directs the attention of the disciples to the 
approaching townspeople from Samaria who were now coming to the well to meet the One described by the five-
time-married Samaritan woman. The entire encounter ends with the crowd first believing the testimony of the 
woman and then believing even more after encountering Jesus. 
 
Again we see the patience and the kindness of God with those who are religiously pious like Nicodemus or 
culturally and morally suspect such as the Samaritan woman. Jesus approaches them both with perfect grace and 
truth. These are not two ideals to be balanced against one another. Jesus is the perfectly integrated embodiment of 
both. He speaks the truth about himself and the woman so that she might find grace from the One who created 
her, loves her, and will redeem her. More than the Good Samaritan, there is a lot to be learned from the Samaritan 
woman. Her persistence in knowing and submitting to the truth from Jesus about herself and God should be an 
inspiration and example to us all. 
 
GO 
This text claims that Jesus “had to go through” Samaria in order to get where he was going. This was not true in the 
sense that there was no other way to get there. There were a number of people who chose an alternative path. But 
Jesus, for reasons not explained here, was compelled to travel through a foreign place to meet an ostracized 
woman in order to reveal and demonstrate God’s salvation. What does this mean for us? At the very least, it should 
mean that we should consider our immediate community as a series of locations where people need the truth 
about themselves and God. We should faithfully speak the truth about a sinful and needy humanity to everyone we 
meet. We should also joyfully offer them the hope that can only be found in Jesus – the Savior of the world.  
 
Additional Texts for Study 
Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
Isaiah 55:1-5 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Matthew 7:7-12 
Revelation 22:17 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. Why was it so hard for the religious leaders, Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, and the disciples to all 

understand what Jesus was saying? Why would Jesus use parabolic language to make himself known? 
2. Read Matthew 7:7-12. Does this teach us about the generosity and accessibility of God? 
3. Read Isaiah 55:1-5 and Jeremiah 31:31-34. How do these texts help us understand what Jesus is offering? 



4. Jesus speaks the truth about the woman to her. Why is it so important for us to hear the truth about ourselves 
as we contemplate the truth about God? 

5. Who are those you consider to be outside of God’s offer of salvation? Who are you/we not sharing the Good 
News about Jesus with? 

6. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
God, our Heavenly Father, we thank you for grace and truth. We praise you for making both of these known to us in 
your son, Jesus. We recognize him as the true expression of your grace and the gracious expression of your truth. 
Thank you for knowing and making known to us just how needy and broken we are. Help us to hear from your Word 
and Spirit the truth about ourselves. Reveal to us Jesus and the joy and satisfaction we can only find in him. In him 
and by your Spirit, satisfy our deepest and greatest longings. We ask all this in his name. Amen.  
 

 
 


