
 

 
 

Extreme Holiness 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Key Verse: Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord has spoken: I will demonstrate my holiness 

to those who are near me, and I will reveal my glory before all the people.” And Aaron remained silent. 

(Leviticus 10:3) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Key idea:  God’s holiness demands our reverence and obedience. 
 

 

The Bible contains a lot of stories and a lot of teachings. Even those who read it regularly are occasionally 
surprised by a teaching or story they didn’t remember. All of the Bible is God’s Word and useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training, but some of it gets neglected. It’s a big book so it makes sense 
that not all of it can be remembered. It is also true that not all of the books matter in the same way. The 
teaching of Jesus is more valuable than the wisdom of Solomon, and Paul’s instruction to the Church in 
Rome is more relevant for Christians today than Obadiah’s judgment against Edom.  

But it is important to stop and reflect on what parts of Scripture are missing from our curriculum. Are there 
texts we don’t teach because they are difficult to teach or stomach? These are the texts we are going to 
consider for the next five weeks. Pay close attention to the themes and implications from these sections of 
Scripture. Let’s commit to learn from them because the truth in them still matters for our edification and 
encouragement. 

The setting for Leviticus 10 is the children of Israel learning how to worship God in a way that reflects His 
holiness. YHWH God is instructing the Levites on their responsibilities and expectations as priests and 
representatives for His people. The nations in Canaan worshiped their deities in ways that were offensive to 
YHWH. The clothing of the priests was designed by YHWH. The demands on them was high because 
YHWH was different from the other gods in every way.  

Leviticus 9 might be one of the high points of Aaron’s life. He was assigned the responsibility of High Priest 
and when he offered the sin offering before Moses and the people, fire came down from heaven and 
consumed it. The people of God erupted in joyful celebration.  

Leviticus 10 tells a different story. 



Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, offer fire before YHWH that was unauthorized and not commanded by 
Him. Because of their sin of presumption, YHWH sent fire down on them and consumed them. God then 
notified Moses, Aaron, and the rest of Israel that He will show Himself holy, and He will be glorified before 
His people.  

This story produces a lot of questions. Why was YHWH so angry with their offering? Did they deserve to 
die? Is this the sign of an arbitrary act of judgment? Was this punishment fair? But to the frustration and 
consternation of interpreters, preachers, and Christians, the text chooses to ignore those questions and 
replaces them with the silence of God on the matter. All the text teaches is that the sons of Aaron acted in a 
way not commanded by YHWH God and it cost them their lives.  

Aaron knew the importance of silence at the demonstration of God’s judgment. 

Not only did Aaron lose two of his sons, he was then commanded to not mourn for them. The people were 
told they could mourn, but Aaron and his other sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, were told to not show the signs 
of remorse and mourn them before the people. To be a priest of YHWH, God demands obedience and 
reverence. 

Let’s assume Nadab and Abihu had, what seemed to them, a good reason for offering unauthorized fire 
before the Lord. Uzzah, years later, probably had a reasonable explanation for why he reached out and 
touched the Ark of the Covenant to steady it when the ox pulling the cart stumbled (2 Sam 6:6-7). Both 
instances stirred the anger of God and ended in their deaths. Maybe we are making a mistake trying to 
convince people that God is safe!  

The holiness of God demands our respect and obedience. It means that when He speaks, we listen. When 
God instructs us, we submit. Those who choose to neglect or reject Him face His retribution. Adam and Eve 
were given life in the beautiful Garden of Eden and yet ate the fruit after God warned them not to (Gen 3). 
After the flood, God gifted Noah with a covenant and then we witness him drunk in his tent and cursing his 
grandson (Gen 9). At Mt Sinai, God reveals Himself in splendor when covenanting with His people and still 
they reject Him for a golden calf (Ex 32). 

Instead of reading Leviticus 10 and interpreting God as unpredictable, we should interpret it as one more 
example of the greatness and otherness of YWHW. How holy is He? The holiness of God demanded the 
death of His son. Jesus died to satisfy the righteous demands of YHWH God and make His people holy 
before Him. 

 

 

Questions 
 

Was this the first time you learned about the deaths of Aaron’s sons? What do you think about God’s 
judgment against Nadab and Abihu? 

Why is it so hard for us to read these stories of God’s righteous judgments?  

What does it mean that YHWH God is holy and will show Himself holy before His people? How does this 
story teach us to fear YHWH our God? 

Should we live in fear that God might strike us dead at any moment? Why or why not? 

How does the coming of Jesus shape our reading of Leviticus 10? 

 


