
 

The Triumphal Entry 
Mark 11:1-11 

 
Before you begin, discuss the following question as a group: Have you ever felt that God wasn’t clear 
enough about what he expects from his followers? 
 
The triumphal entry is featured in each of the four Gospels (Matthew 21, Mark 11, Luke 19, and John 12), 
and is typically considered the beginning story of the week of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Most 
churches commemorate this story the week before Easter, known as Palm Sunday (a detail drawn from 
John’s account). However, at Sunnybrook we are working through this text more than a month before 
celebrating the Resurrection, in part to allow us the necessary time to devote more of our attention to 
the passion narratives as we prepare for Easter Sunday. (The Gospels themselves are somewhat 
structured this way, too!) 
 
Mark’s version of the triumphal entry features many of the same details given by the other three 
evangelists: Jesus rides in on a donkey, enthusiastic followers spread articles of clothing and branches on 
the road in his honor, and shouts of “Hosanna!” carry through the air. The whole story is charged with 
excitement and celebration at the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem during the Passover Festival. For Mark, this 
signals the beginning of Jesus’ very public final week. Jesus has strangely delayed the widespread 
proclamation of his identity and his miraculous works thus far, but now he begins intentionally making 
his messianic intentions clear. 
 
This week’s message asks us to focus on this question: When God makes himself abundantly clear 
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, what is the appropriate response? In other words: 
When God speaks clearly, his followers are then compelled to respond obediently. Reflect back on some 
of your answers to the initial question at the top of this resource. In what ways was God unclear? 
 
When I find myself frustrated about what God might have me do—whether that is because I’m unsure of 
his expectations or because I’m not a big fan of them—my mind is often drawn back to 1 Thessalonians 
4:3: “For this is God’s will, your sanctification…” In the Thessalonian context, Paul is teaching about 
holiness and sexual immorality, but the underlying principle stands on just about any question of 
obedience. In a nutshell, God has saved you and me through the blood of Jesus Christ to live in obedience 
to the Father through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. God’s will is my holiness, which assumes my 
obedience. 
 
Mark 11:1–11 tells us the story of the King of the universe riding into his chosen city on a royal colt, fully 
intent on answering the people’s cry for redemption, “Hosanna!”. He did precisely that, obligating those 
of us who have responded to his saving work in faith to then live into his saving work in obedience. Spend  
 
 



some time working through these Bible passages as a LifeGroup and discuss tangible ways you can 
respond obediently to God in repentance (Acts 17:30–31), with boldness (Hebrews 10:19–25), 
with wisdom (Colossians 1:9–14), and with assurance (Romans 3:21–26). 
 
That God has fully and clearly revealed himself in Jesus is all over the New Testament (in fact, you might 
consider that the dominant theme of the entire book of Hebrews), yet it would be foolish to conclude 
that the requisite response of obedience and transformation is an easy, straightforward process. You 
likely need little convincing that holy lives are easier said (preached about?) than done. Perhaps revisiting 
Hebrews 10:25 as a group can help you tease out some of the ways we can begin aspiring to holy living 
together!  
 
Remember Josh Garrels’ exhortation from the end of his song, The Resistance: “Hold fast my people and 
sing / Through peace and through suffering / All for the joy that it brings, to be free / It’s gonna cost us 
everything / To follow one Lord and King / True love endures everything / To be free.” 
 
It will cost us everything, but when God speaks clearly, we must respond obediently! 
 

 

Discussion 
 
1. When you think about the story of the triumphal entry, what do you sense was actually taking place? 

Why do you think the Gospel writers each felt the need to tell that story? 
 

2. Can you think of a time when you have experienced a misdirected faith? What about a wavering faith? 
 

3. When you consider the various ways the above passages call believers to exercise their faith (in 
repentance, with boldness, with wisdom, with assurance), which of these has historically been a 
struggle for you? Which do you do well with? 
 

4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding. Pour 
into our hearts such love toward you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire. To know your Son, Jesus, is eternal life; to see you 

clearly is the end of all wrongful desire; to serve you is perfect freedom and everlasting joy. Amen. 

 


