
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 
the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 

the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 
one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 

becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 

 
Everyone Who Believes (John 3:1-21) 

February 27, 2022 
 

Sermon Summary 
John 2.23-25 indicates that many began to believe after the signs of Jesus, but in an incomplete way. They believed 
things about Jesus, but not to the point that Jesus trusted their faith. They believed he was a miracle worker. They 
believed he was a teacher. Many, like Nicodemus, believed that he was performing his ministry as one who was 
sent by God. As will be seen throughout the rest of John, many turn away from Jesus as they have a deeper 
understanding of his teachings and his identity. In other words, they were intrigued by Jesus, liked him for what he 
could do for them, and maybe even enjoyed listening to him on certain subjects, but most did not put their trust in 
him for a renewal by the Spirit and eternal life. 
 
John 3 gives a great dialogue between Jesus and a high-ranking Pharisee. Nicodemus is intrigued by Jesus. Based on 
the context, he is one of those who “believes” something about Jesus, but not in a saving way. He believes Jesus is 
a teacher, sent from God and ordained with the power of God to do these “signs.” Nicodemus was curious as to 
exactly who Jesus was and what he was all about.  
 
One of the great ironies of this passage is that Nicodemus, who is supposed to be “the teacher of Israel” (v. 10), 
must be taught by Jesus. Nicodemus should have remembered what was said in Ezekiel 36.25-27 that God would 
sprinkle people clean with water and give them a new heart with a new Spirit within them. Here, just as Jesus 
showed previously that he was replacing the temple in Jerusalem, Jesus is showing that he has replaced the 
teachers of Israel as the Great Teacher. Yet, he is not just a teacher. No, Jesus is trying to tell Nicodemus that all 
people, even the Jews, even he as a teacher of Israel, must look to him for eternal life and salvation from sin, just as 
the Israelites had to look upon the snake to be saved in Numbers 21.4-9.  
 
This passage also contains one of the most popular verses in Christianity. AW Tozer says this about John 3.16 in his 
book, And He Dwelt Among Us: 
 

You can search the libraries in all the world and search through every book of every language under the sun 
and you will never find any 25-word text that compares to John 3:16. Even if you would collect all of the 
great minds of all of the philosophers and thinkers and writers from the beginning of time and put them in 



one room together, all their combined talents could not produce a text that means so much to the human 
race. 

 
These words are fitting. There are no more beautiful words in the human language than the reality that God loves 
us. God loves you. God loves me. He knows everything about us and he still loves us. He loved us so much that he 
was willing to save us from ourselves and our sin by sending his unique, one-of-a-kind Son in order to save the 
world as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. This is what John 3 communicates: the Father loves 
us so much that he has sent the Son to save us and regenerate us through the Spirit.  
 
This is a passage that we all know, but sometimes familiarity leads to apathy. We tend to move past something too 
quickly if we believe we know it too well. Our challenge today is to deeply consider the message of John 3. To 
embrace the Father as he extends the fountain of his unending love toward you and me. To faithfully trust the Son 
as the only hope for eternal life. To be renewed by the Spirit for rebirth. And to ask God to do the same in those 
who are still in darkness. 
 
GO 
This text reminds us of the of the far-reaching nature of God’s love, the eternal promise attached to faith in Jesus 
as the Messiah and the Son of God, and the incomprehensible nature of the Spirit’s renewing movements through 
people. It is a text that reminds us how much God loves us, of our need for Jesus, and the gratitude we have for the 
Spirit giving us a new birth. Yet, it is also a text that should lead us into mission. When we say “GO” at Sunnybrook, 
we are GOing to continue the work and Word of Jesus. As we GO, we want to connect people to the regenerating 
power of God’s Spirit that comes with putting true faith in Jesus and embracing the great love the Father has for us 
all. So, as you are GOing, tell people of God’s love, invite them into faithfulness to Jesus, and pray that God’s Spirit 
would give them a new birth from above. 
 
Additional Texts for Study 
Numbers 21.4-9 
Ezekiel 36.25-27 
John 7.45-52, 19.38-42 
Romans 5.1-11, 10.9-17 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. Read the “additional texts” from John. While Nicodemus seems intrigued by Jesus and even respects him, John 

does not indicate that Nicodemus ever transitions from believing that Jesus is just a God-ordained teacher and 
miracle worker into faith that Jesus is the Son of God and Messiah. We don’t know how Nicodemus’ story ends 
and whether or not he ever embraced Jesus for rebirth and eternal life. There are a number of factors that 
keep any person from putting their faith in Jesus. What kept you from putting your faith in and following Jesus 
before you were reborn by the Spirit? 

2. If you haven’t yet, read the above texts from Romans. How do these texts relate to our text from John 3.1-21? 
3. We all have people in our life who have not put their faith in Jesus for rebirth and eternal life. Go around and 

say the name of one or two people you would like the group to pray for. Ask God for opportunities to share his 
love with them, the courage to ask them to put their faith in Jesus, and for the Spirit to renew them. 

4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
God of unending love, we thank you for sending Jesus to save the world. Lord, we know that you love humanity as a 
whole; help us to believe that you love us as unique people made in your image as well. We ask that we would 
continue the work of sharing your Word with the world. We lift up those who are now like we once were. May your 
Spirit bring them rebirth as they trust in Jesus for eternal life. Amen.  
 

 
 


