
 

 

 The Practice of Generosity    

Key Verse: For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21) 
 

 

Key idea:  Giving honors God and demonstrates our appreciation of His generosity toward us and love for 
His mission for the world. 
 

Money is a controversial topic. People naturally get nervous when our conversations expose truths about 
ourselves that are hard to admit. Our attitudes and handling of money and possessions is a deeply personal 
and intrusive subject. 

But how does giving fit alongside the important subjects of this series? We have spent the last six weeks 
learning about worship, fellowship, the Word, confession, the Lord’s Supper, and Prayer. Doesn’t it seem 
that giving and money is somewhat out of place? The Bible teaches that three times a year Israel was 
expected to appear before the Lord with an offering of their firstfruits. The firstfruit offering was Israel’s way 
of remembering that God is the one who made the land and caused it to produce crops for His people to 
enjoy. God didn’t want His people to assume the land was theirs and forget His active and constant 
provision for their daily needs and more. So God commanded, “No one is to appear before me empty-
handed” (Exo 23:15). 

The Bible teaches our attitude towards money and our understanding of and appreciation for God are 
intimately connected. This is true because God, who is the creator of everything, describes the world and 
everything in it as His. Therefore, everything that you and I have is because God has generously given it to 
us and we are temporary stewards, not owners. This truth teaches us to give generously back to Him 
because He has generously given everything we have. Giving generously speaks for us about our belief 
that our possessions and money are gifts from God and we gratefully recognize Him as the true source. We 
also surrender our right to use them for our own enjoyment exclusively. We give them back trusting that He 
will continue to provide everything we need. Giving teaches trust in God. It also redirects our values to the 
mission and purposes of God. 

Our generosity practiced Every Given Sunday tells a story about us. It reveals the convictions of our hearts 
and shapes them around God and His work. Randy Alcorn has written a great book titled “Money, 
Possessions and Eternity.” It has helped people understand these subjects from a biblical perspective. He 
reminds us, “Someday I’m going to stand before God and give an account of my life (Rom 14:12). In that 
day I do not want to have to explain why, being indwelt with his Holy Spirit and having lived in the most 
affluent nation in human history, I failed to give at the very minimal level of those who did not have the 
indwelling Spirit and owned far less than I.” 

When you think about your attitudes and behaviors with money and possessions, are you pleased or 
embarrassed? Your practice of generosity is the truth about how you recognize and appreciate God for all 
He has made and given to you. Your giving for the spread of the Gospel and His Kingdom is how you are 



laying up treasures in Heaven. There is always room for each of us to grow. It is good to know that the story 
of our lives is still being written. 

Stop. Reflect on everything God has given to you. Give thanks and then give back. 

Stop. Trust that God will continue to provide everything you need. Give thanks and then give back. 

Stop. Dream about the spread of the Good News of Jesus and His Kingdom. Give thanks you are a part of it 
and then give… generously. 
 
 

 

Questions 
 

Why is it so difficult for us to talk about our money and possessions? What needs to change? 

 
What does your giving say about you? Is it hard for you to admit this to yourself and others? Are you 
becoming more or less generous over time? 
 
You probably know how much you have stored up for yourself on earth, but how much have you stored up 
for yourself in Heaven? Do Kingdom investments excite you or burden you? 
 


