
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 
the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 

the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 
one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 

becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 
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Sermon Summary 
John begins chapter 2 with Jesus as a guest at a wedding and ends with him feeling out of place at the one place 
where he should feel the most at home – the temple. These are the only two encounters in this chapter. Both of 
them highlight the centrality of God’s glory and purpose in the ministry of Jesus. At the wedding, Mary learns from 
her son that God is generously gracious, and yet intentional, when Jesus transforms the water into wine. She was 
informed that his ministry was not going to be directed by her or the interests/desires of others. The chapter ends 
with a confrontation between Jesus and the religious leaders associated with the temple in Jerusalem. 
 
This is not the same temple that Solomon built. That temple was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. After they 
returned from exile, another temple was built by Zerubbabel. It was a sad comparison to the one that had been 
torn down when Jerusalem was destroyed. In the century before the birth of Jesus, Herod the Great rebuilt the 
Temple Mount, the temple area, and finally the temple itself. This temple was not commissioned by God or 
empowered by his presence like Solomon’s temple, yet it still had tremendous significance and importance in the 
life of the Jewish people and Jesus. It was where sacrifices were offered. This meant that people who traveled to 
Jerusalem needed to acquire an animal to be sacrificed on their behalf, thus the temple square was filled with 
money changers and those who would sell animals to the pilgrims who traveled to Jerusalem in order to stay 
connected with God. 
 
Jesus, seeing the temple being misused, clears it of the animals and money changers. John records he does this 
with a whip. Why does Jesus do this? Some believe because of the commercial aspect of buying and selling animals. 
The temple is about worship and not commerce. Others point out that Jesus confronts specifically those who are 
selling pigeons, used for sacrifices by the poorest of the people (Luke 2). This means the money-changers are 
exploiting those who are the most economically vulnerable. Jesus makes one very specific statement: “Stop turning 
my Father’s house into a marketplace!” Jesus’s indignation confronts their misunderstanding about why the temple 
exists.  
 
But money-changers are actually not John‘s primary concern. The issue at the heart of this text is by what authority 
Jesus makes his judgment. We should remember that Jesus’s culture existed on the basis of shame and honor. 



Jesus’s actions would produce shame on those he was rebuking. This text is not even so much about Jesus 
confronting the money-changers as much as the religious leaders confronting Jesus. In attempt to regain their 
honor, those associated with the Temple demand from Jesus proof that he has the authority to determine what 
happens at the temple. Most Christians consider Jesus’s response as straightforward, decisive and victorious. His 
resurrection is going to be proof of his authority.  
 
Although this is true, remember that no one in the temple area that day had any idea of what Jesus was talking 
about. Therefore, the religious leaders considered Jesus’s response to be inadequate. Jesus failed. Culturally Jesus 
did not respond with the appropriate proof and therefore the shame remained on him. He failed to demonstrate to 
them at the time that he had the authority to act as he did. And yet Jesus walked away in full confidence that the 
most important thing was not to be vindicated in their opponents’ eyes. The purpose of Jesus was not to win the 
hearts of people at any cost. He came to redeem those who were able to see him for who he is. 
 
GROW 
Today we learned that Jesus is willing to stand out and make bold statements and assertions about what God 
desires from his people. The people believed that the way they were worshiping was acceptable, but Jesus 
informed them that they were wrong. The idea of worshiping God in a way in which we are comfortable is a 
concept utterly foreign to the Bible. Our worship in song, biblical reflection, cruciform remembrance, and 
fellowship needs to be a faithful representation of God’s character and mission.  
 
Additional Texts for Study 
Psalm 69 
Matthew 21:12-13 
Mark 11:15-19 
Luke 19:45-48 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. Have you ever heard someone encourage us as a church to worship Jesus in a way that we consider to be most 

comfortable? How does this well intended suggestion not fit with Jesus’s actions in John 2? 
2. What do you think Jesus would overturn in our church? 
3. There appears to be two temple cleansings: one at the beginning of his ministry found in John 2 and the second 

at the end of his ministry found in Matthew, Mark and Luke. Read the accounts in the other Gospels and 
compare them to what we studied in John. How are they different? 

4. What does it say about people that Jesus had to cleanse the temple twice? 
5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
God, we thank you for all you are and your kindness to us when we fail to see or respond to you as we should. We 
confess that we often fail to realize the value of your presence. We easily turn our spiritual gatherings into events 
that are other than the dedicated worship of you. May we be reminded by the zeal of our Savior that you are worthy 
of our complete attention. Convict our hearts of the idols that stand in the way of our genuine worship of you. We 
ask this in the temple-cleansing power of Jesus, Amen. 
. 
 

 
 


