
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 
the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 

the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 
one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 

becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 

 
Wine from Water: The First Sign (John 2:1-11) 
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Sermon Summary 
What demonstrates more than anything else that Jesus is the Son of God? Most people say his miracles. Although 
his miracles clearly give witness to his identity, they are part of a much larger story. It is easy for us to become too 
impressed or infatuated with his miracles and lose sight of what they are intended to do – reveal his true identity. 
This week we begin with the first of seven miracles recorded in John’s Gospel. It is interesting to note this is his first 
miracle and the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) fail to record it. It is the wedding miracle at Cana 
where Jesus turns 180 gallons of water into fine wine. 
 
Jesus points out this was not something he set out to do. He and his disciples were attending this wedding with 
Jesus’s mother in Cana, a town close to Nazareth. Jesus’s mother, never mentioned by name in the text, learns the 
wine has run out before the end of the wedding celebration. This would cause significant shame on the groom’s 
family, so Mary solicits her divine son’s help.  
 
Jesus responds with two very important statements. First, he asks, “What does this particular need that you were 
describing have to do with me?” This is a very interesting statement. It can be translated, “What do the things of 
you have to do (in common) with the things of me?” Jesus informs his mother, and presumably anyone else who is 
listening, that his purpose is not to do the will of his mother or family or friends or clan or tribe. He is here to do the 
will of his Father in heaven. This does not mean he does not care about or love his mother and the things of this 
world, but he makes clear that his Father’s agenda supersedes and governs all other agendas. Second, Jesus states, 
“My time has not yet come.” Literally, his hour has not yet come. This explains that the miracles of Jesus are 
intended to bring about his ultimate purpose which is his betrayal, trial, torture, death, and resurrection. John 
underlines the reality that Jesus’s miracles stir up opposition and consternation with Jewish leaders. Mary cannot 
know the implications of what she is asking him to do. Jesus is fulfilling a divine plan of events that will fulfill his 
ultimate purpose for coming into the world. 
 
Jesus then satisfies his mother’s request and blesses the groom’s family and all their guests with incredible wine 
transformed from plain water. John concludes with the observation that the miracle caused Jesus’s disciples to 



believe in him. Jesus is not trying to impress or prove his identity. But whenever he acts in accordance with God’s 
plan, the demonstration of his power creates and confirms his disciples’ belief in him.  
 
GROW 
Even though the miracles are not the only witness to the identity of Jesus, they play an important part of revealing 
his identity. They demonstrate his power and purpose. It is helpful to realize these miracles reveal Jesus as more 
than human. For the many who consider Jesus to be merely a good teacher, miraculous events argue against such 
reductionistic views. The miracles of Jesus underline his identity as the unique Son of God. Therefore, we should 
listen and obey his teaching because of who he is. We should not passively accept the miracles as being true 
without surrendering all our will to his instruction under the direction of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Additional Texts for Study 
Isaiah 25:1-12 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Mark 3:31-35 
John 7:1-9 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. How do the miracles help confirm your belief in Jesus as the unique Son of God? What are some of your 

favorite miracles? 
2. Almost every time Jesus’s mother and brothers are mentioned, Jesus makes it clear that he is pursuing a 

greater purpose than just pleasing/serving them. How does this teaching shape your understanding of family? 
3. Read the Isaiah and Jeremiah texts listed above. How does wine fit into the blessings of God? 
4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
God of every miracle, we give you thanks for Jesus and how he faithfully pursued your will above all others. We 
praise you for his kindness at the wedding of Cana and we witness in your only Son your generosity and perfection. 
Teach us to believe in him. Confirm in us our faith in who Jesus is and all he has done for your glory. We ask that you 
use us for your glory, others’ benefit, and our deepest joy. In the name of your Son and our Savior, Amen. 
 

 
 


