
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 

the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 
the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 

one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 
becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 

 
Jesus Calling (John 1:35-51) 

February 6, 2022 
 

Sermon Summary 
John the Disciple (also known as the Evangelist) describes Jesus as being with God from the beginning and the 
source of all life. John the Baptist describes Jesus as being the Lamb of God who comes and takes away the sins of 
the world. The opening chapter in John’s gospel clearly portrays who Jesus is and what His life and ministry are 
about. Simply put, Jesus is the return of God to His fallen creation for their redemption and restoration. 
 
The final verses of John’s opening chapter describe four disciples who are invited to follow Jesus. It begins with 
John the Baptist seeing Jesus pass by and claiming He is the “Lamb of God.” John has already made this confession 
to the crowds who were coming out to him, but now he is speaking directly to his disciples. This statement causes 
two of his disciples (Andrew and one that is not identified) to leave him and follow Jesus. Andrew immediately finds 
his brother and brings him to Jesus when he believes that he has found the Messiah. Philip and Nathaniel are also 
invited to come and follow Jesus. 
 
It is impossible to read this chapter and believe that true disciples of Jesus are those who have extraordinary 
spiritual insight about God. Instead, it is the attitude of Nathaniel that Jesus acknowledges and encourages. What is 
this attribute? Someone who is willing to come and see who God is and what He wants for and from them. John’s 
gospel contains numerous encounters between Jesus and people who are challenged by His identity and purpose. 
Notice each time everyone is surprised, sometimes encouraged and sometimes deterred, by the claims of Jesus. 
But Jesus has come to open the way for people to return to God who has returned to them through His Son and 
Messiah —Jesus. You don’t have to know everything about Jesus to know enough about Jesus in order to follow 
Jesus.  
 
GROW 
Although the GO application of this text may seem the most prominent, let’s focus on what it means to GROW. By 
GROW we mean to deepen/strengthen our understanding of and obedience to Jesus. This is the foundation of 
discipleship. Each of these disciples (Andrew, Simon, Philip, and Nathaniel) saw enough of Jesus to follow Him, but 
they did not understand fully who He was and what following Him would demand from them. To say Jesus is the 
“Son of God” is true, but to live out the implications of that are ongoing and increasingly demanding. To say Jesus is 



“King” is correct, but to follow the commands and wishes of Him faithfully will exact from us all we have and all we 
are. It is reasonable to not completely understand or appreciate all of who Jesus is and all of His mission. Be 
satisfied with what you know and committed to follow Him and remain in Him no matter the cost. That is true 
discipleship. 
 
Additional Texts for Study 
Zechariah 1:3 
Malachi 3:7 
Matthew 4:18-22 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. Do you know about or believe about Jesus? Who is He and what does He want for and from you? 
2. Think through the many ways that your understanding of Jesus has grown in the last few years. What about 

Him is a more recent discovery/understanding? How has that impacted or changed your life? 
3. How important is it to remember that more than we seek after God, He first pursues us? How does this 

encourage us to bring others to Jesus? 
4. Are you more connected to the causes of Jesus than to Jesus? Are you more connected to other believers than 

Jesus? Why does the order matter? 
5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
God of every good promise, we thank you for the hope we have that when we return to you, you will return to us. 
When we remember your love for us, we remember Jesus and how He has opened the way for us to have peace with 
you. We thank you for who He is and for what He has done. Open our eyes so that we can see more of who Jesus is 
and how we can faithfully obey Him for your glory. Give us strength for our journey. We ask this for your glory, 
others benefit, and our greatest joy. In the name of Jesus, your Son and our Savior, Amen. 

 
 

 


