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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | The Healing Power of Jesus     
(Acts 9.32-43) 

Overview. 
After introducing Paul, Luke returns his attention to Peter. The location is no 
longer Jerusalem. Peter is traveling in the region of Joppa, most likely visiting 
the Christians dispersed by the recent persecution. The geography is different 
but the ministry is the same. Peter continues building up the church through the 
miraculous ministry Jesus modeled and promised. 

Lesson. 
The small group of Christians in Lydda were most likely from Jerusalem and left 
when the persecution there intensified (8.1). Philip also passed through this area 
during his travels (8.40). The church is not only growing in numbers but it is also 
spreading. All of this points to the promise of Jesus to be with his disciples as 
they ministered in his name (Mt. 28.20). 

 
 

KEY VERSE 
And it became known 
throughout all Joppa,     
and many believed in     

the Lord. 
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BIG IDEA 

The miracles of Jesus     
reveal the person              

of Jesus. 

2 

GO | GATHER | GROW FEBRUARY  03, 2019 

LifeGroup Resource 
studying the Bible, discussing relevant issues & serving together 

 
 

TAKE HOME 
The Jesus who healed    

Aeneas and raised Tabitha 
is alive and working 

through his people today. 
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Although it is not explicitly stated, it is safe to assume that Aeneas was a member of the church in 
Lydda. His healing follows the pattern in the gospels. After Peter heals him in the name of Jesus, he 
commands him to “rise and make your bed.” This can also be translated “put your bed away.” The mat 
he was forced to suffer on for the last eight years was no longer necessary because of the power of 
Jesus.  

Luke concludes this short story by describing the healing as a powerful testimony that spread through-
out the area and caused others to believe in Jesus. This region contained a greater number of Gentiles, 
which prepares us for the next two chapters. The gospel has spread out from Jerusalem because per-
secution scattered Jesus’ followers. Phillip and Peter have also shared the gospel outside of Jerusa-
lem, converting Samaritans and an Ethiopian.  

Healing points us in the direction of a Divine Healer. 
Joppa is the next location where Peter performs a miracle. Tabitha becomes sick and dies. She is a 
faithful widow and Luke draws attention to her service and love for the saints. After preparing her body, 
the believers send for Peter. This healing closely resembles the time Jesus healed Jairus’ daughter 
(Mark 5.41) by saying in Aramaic, “Talitha qum.” Peter sends the mourners out of the room, saying 
“Tabitha qum.”  

In both of these locations, and consistently in the book of Acts, an Apostle is the one summoned to 
perform a miracle. The church existed in different cities but the miraculous healings happen at the 
hands of the Apostles of the church. We tend to believe that miracles bring more miracles, but the re-
peated theme in the four Gospels and Acts is that miracles help produce faith in the identity of Jesus. 
There has been and will always be a temptation to love the healing more than the Healer or the miracle 
more than the Miracle Worker, but in Acts the focus remains on the name of Jesus and the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
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 Questions. 
1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. What are the descriptions of the church in Acts that are the most encouraging to you? If you 
could pick one attribute for Sunnybrook to model, which one would it be? 

3. Are you more willing to be convinced by a miracle or a message? What are the limitations of 
each? Does it seem like there are miracles happening throughout the Bible? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life? 


