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LG RESOURCE 
1 Corinthians: God’s Wisdom for Foolish Saints |Remembering 

What Jesus and His Church Are All About 
 

Overview. 
Before we move forward into Chapter 5 (expelling sexually immoral people), let’s rethink why Paul 

came to Corinth in the first place and what his letter is intended to do. He underlines four essential 

truths. 
 

The work Paul started in Corinth is a natural extension of God being faithful. Everything begins with 

God. He made everything. He loves everything. He judges everything. He reconciles everything to 

himself through Jesus. The Corinthians are sinners being transformed. Jesus came to seek and save 

the lost. Paul travelled to Corinth for the same reason. The truth about Jesus and sinners brings God’s 

rebellious creation into alignment again. The Corinthians are being reconstructed by the gospel. The 

work of God doesn’t only justify us but it leads to saints being transformed. Salvation is a constant 

and consistent process. God through the work of Jesus and the Holy Spirit makes us into the image of 

himself. The Corinthians are now children of God and they should act like it! Everything ends with 

God being glorified. God is glorified when the Corinthians recognize and respond to the redeeming 

and restoring life of Jesus. 
 

Lesson. 
The letters of Paul are meant to accomplish something. They are an extension of his ministry as he 

remains committed to the work God started in them. There was so much more the saints in Corinth 

and Ephesus and Galatia and Thessalonica and Colossi and Philippi and Rome needed to know and 

become. Paul could have written the following words to every church, “Jesus we proclaim, warning 

everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. For 

this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.” (Col. 1.28) 
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Paul wants everything the Corinthian saints do to revolve around the work of God for them and in 

them. God did not rescue them from their rebellion in order for them to remain idolatrous and self-

centered. Jesus did not die for them in order for them to remain divisive and selfish. The Holy Spirit 

did not come and dwell in them in order for them to remain immoral and immature. 
 

In the first four chapters, Paul stresses the unique aspects of the cross and its counter-cultural 

approach to life. The gospel isn’t another philosophy of life developed through the reflection and 

effective articulation of intelligent men. The gospel is God’s way of reminding the world of their need 

for him and their inability to remedy their spiritual state of being dead. Paul then challenges them to 

grow up and recognize the implications of following Jesus over time.  
 

How does all of this apply to us? God was faithful both to the Corinthians and us. He sent Paul to 

preach goodness in order to be glorified in their salvation and restoration. Both we and the 

Corinthians were sinners turned saints who are transformed because of the mission of Jesus and the 

power of the Spirit. God accomplished all of this for his glory. We share the same heritage and future 

with all the saints who have gone before. 
 

By remembering what Jesus and his church are all about, we experience the joy and purpose designed 

for us. Like the Church in Corinth, the saints of Sunnybrook stand in the history of God’s redemptive 

plan. We received from others the faith we have and responsibly extend it to the next generation. Any 

response less than that fails to understand and appreciate the treasure we have in Jesus. 
 

Questions…  

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with 

you? 

2. Why is it mission-critical that we recognize God’s faithfulness in the salvation we have in 

Jesus? 

3. Who are the one(s) who shared the good news of Jesus with you? 

4. How serious are you about your continued growth into the likeness of Jesus? How does 

this section challenge you to grow in your understanding of and obedience to Jesus? 

5. What specific application of this message are you convicted about implementing into your 

life? (Remember our repent/believe cycle.) 


