
 

Jesus and the Begging Demons 
Mark 5.1-20 

 
Have you ever begged God for something in your life and received it? Maybe it was a big prayer request 
that truly shifted the trajectory of your life. Maybe it was something that seemed small but greatly 
encouraged your faith.  
 
Have you ever begged God for something in your life and not received it? How did you respond to that?  
 
When God doesn’t answer our prayers or requests in the time or manner that we hope, we don’t always 
respond well. Sometimes we get angry with God. Sometimes we lose faith. Sometimes we complain 
about or to God. Maybe we wouldn’t say it out loud, but deep down we think God messed up. If He 
would have answered our request, things would be better. We assume, to varying degrees, that we know 
better than God.  
 
This text confronts our deepest-held frustrations with God. One of the themes we spoke of this morning 
was the idea of begging. If you read the text in the CSB, the word “beg” is used five times in some form. In 
the Greek, there are two words used, but they both convey a similar meaning. Someone is pleading with 
and imploring Jesus to meet their emphatic request. Mark, the Gospel writer, seeks to convey the depth 
of emotion and desire behind what is being asked for by the demons, the man possessed by demons, and 
the crowd who witnessed this miracle.  
 
Interestingly, Jesus gives in to all the requests made in the text… except for one. Jesus gives in to the 
requests of the demons and the request of the crowd for Him to leave, but He does not give in to the 
request of the now-liberated demoniac. This is quite strange, given the fact that the request by this man 
is to remain with or follow Jesus on His journeys. What a noble request! This man just experienced the 
power, authority, and mercy of God firsthand. His life dramatically changed in a moment, and he wanted 
to devote his life to following this Jesus. But Jesus said no.  
 
The danger here is to read meaning into the text. Actually, there is always danger in reading meaning into 
the text of Scripture. All too often, we read our own opinions or life experiences into the words of the 
Bible. We might be tempted to read this text and think Jesus was being mean or uncompassionate. Why 
wouldn’t Jesus just let the man come with Him?!  
 
All too often, we have a stance of accusation against Jesus. We assume we know better than Him. Jesus 
should have just let the man remain with Him! But maybe Jesus needed the man for a different task. 
Maybe, even though the man didn’t see it at first or didn’t want it at first, Jesus was going to use him in a 
different way.  
 
 



Remember how the people of this region asked Jesus to leave them? Jesus met their request. He didn’t 
force himself upon them. He did His work and He left. Jesus also knew they, like all people, needed to 
hear the message of the good news of the Kingdom of God. Who will He send to preach of the mercies of 
God to this fearful group of Gentiles? Maybe the best person for the job is the one they used to know as 
the crazy, incredibly dangerous, homeless, naked guy who was now clothed and in his right mind. Maybe 
the best person for the job was the man made new by the Holy One of God.  
 
Maybe, just maybe, Jesus knows what He is doing.  
 
The question that this text begs us to ask ourselves is how are we going to respond when Jesus doesn’t 
give in to our demands and requests? How will we respond to the power, the mercy, and the commands 
of Jesus in our daily lives? 
 

 

Discussion 
 
1. Compare the different accounts of this story (Matthew 8.28-9.1, Mark 5.1-20, Luke 8.26-40). Don’t 

forget to look at the surrounding texts to gain a bit of context. What stands out to you about this 
story? What differences do you notice in the accounts? What might this help us understand about 
Jesus? 
 

2. Do you struggle with believing there are spiritual beings like demons? If so, why? If not, what makes 
you so sure? 
 

3. Have you ever begged God for something and not received it? How did you respond?  
 
4. Discuss some specific examples of how you have responded poorly and examples of how you have 

responded appropriately to the power, mercy, and commands of God. 
 

5. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
God, you alone reign supreme over all of creation. You hold power over the physical and the spiritual, the 
seen and the unseen. You promised to defeat the work of the devil and you have accomplished that work 
through Jesus. Yet, the devil and his allies still seek to destroy you and your creation with what little time 
and what limited power they have remaining. God, come soon. Finish what you started. Make complete 
what you promised. Give us your power to defeat the works of evil and fight the powers of darkness. Let us 
rest and be encouraged by the mercy you have shown us in Christ. Give us the strength, by the power of 
your Spirit within the faithful, to obey the commands you have given us. We love you. We thank you for all 
that you do. Amen.  

 


