
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 
the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 

the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 
one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 

becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 

 
Recognizing Jesus (John 1:29-34) 

January 30, 2022 
 

Sermon Summary 
All of the Old Testament scripture points to Jesus (John 5:39-40).  John the Baptist’s testimony, as recorded by the 
apostle John, connects the Coming One who has now come.  Last week we dealt with the conversation that John 
the Baptist had with the Jewish religious sector.  He communicates that he is the prophet, the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, "make straight the way of the Lord (Isaiah 40:3)."  
 
Today we read about John’s next-day testimony of the approaching Jesus.  John recognizes and responds, “The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  The next verses detail why he was able to recognize Jesus.  He 
was given a description from God whom he should be looking for.  In this short section, we are given a wealth of 
detail about who Jesus is and what he will accomplish.  
 
The Baptist’s appearance in scripture is short-lived.  The testimony of John is not based on what he knows about 
Jesus, but on what God told him to say about Jesus.  His words are the words of God!  The collective imagery of the 
Lamb of God and the Son of God, along with the accompanying Spirit, give the overt impression that Jesus’s person 
and actions are priestly in nature.  Here is how John Piper describes John: “He is a root to the flowering New 
Testament of Jesus and John is like a knob of a root that makes an appearance above ground and then renders 
itself back into the deep soil.  He is a prophet truly like Elijah saying, ‘Look at the Tree!’” 
 
GROW 
Oftentimes our familiarity with scripture hinders reflecting well on the content. Feel the weight of the statement, 
“The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”  If you are familiar at all with OT scripture, the visual 
picture of the Lamb will send your mind back to such places as Leviticus and the prescribed instruction on offering a 
spotless lamb for both morning and evening sacrifices.  You might recall the story of Abraham and Isaac in Genesis 
as Abraham assures his son that God will provide the lamb for the sacrifice.  Your thoughts may also reflect on 
Israel in bondage in Egypt and God’s protection with the Passover lamb in Exodus 12.   
 
In the NT there are several passages making the connection to Jesus as the perfect sacrifice.  One is in Revelation 5 
where the Lamb is described to be worthy to open the scroll.  A new song is sung, “You are worthy to take the scroll 



and to open its seals, because you were slaughtered, and you purchased people for God by your blood…”  The 
statement drips with drama and fulfillment that John the Baptist can’t even comprehend at that moment.  May we 
sit in these words and try and grasp at the title of Jesus as Lamb.  The Lamb who takes away the sin of the world.  
The Lamb, the suffering servant of Isaiah 53:7. “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth.  
Like a lamb led to slaughter…”  Christ is the Passover Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7).  Lambs weren’t kept as pets because 
they were cuddly and cute.  They were to be sacrificed. The Gospel writer also wrote in his letters such as in 1 John 
2:2, “Jesus, he himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and not only for ours, but also for those of the whole 
world.” 
 
Additional Texts for Study 
Genesis 22:1-19 
Exodus 12 
Leviticus 4:32-33 
Isaiah 53:7,10 
1 Peter 1:18-20 
1 John 2:1-2 
Revelation 5:1-10 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. When we make a statement like, “I recognize that they are Christian,” what are we saying about that person? 
2. What are some ways people today would describe Jesus? 
3. How do we talk about Jesus in our conversations with others? 
4. What’s your favorite title given to Jesus?  The Coming One?  Messiah? Savior? Son of God? Lamb of God?  

Redeemer?  The Word? 
5. What would you describe is the weight that the Lamb of God implies? 
6. In communion, we are called by Jesus to “Remember me.”  What exactly are we instructed to remember? 
7. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep.  We have followed 
too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.  We have offended against your holy laws.  We have left 
undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have 
done; and apart from your grace there is no health in us.  O Lord, have mercy upon us.  Spare all those who confess 
their faults.  Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to all people in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the 
glory of your holy Name.  Amen. 
 

 
 


