
 

 

 
The Practice of God’s Word 

Key Verse: Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a  
wise man who built his house on the rock. (Matthew 7:24) 

 
Key idea:  Followers of Jesus value and rely on God’s Word to shape everything we 
believe and everything we do. 
 
 
The Christian life isn't about what we do, but about what God has already done for us. 
God's Word contains the truth about Himself, us, and His plan of restoring this broken 
world - His broken world - to Himself. His Word working through the power of His Spirit is 
what changes everything. Every Given Sunday, someone dares to pick up a Bible and 
read it. Someone explains it so that people can understand it. This happens Every God-
Given Sunday as the Spirit operates in people's lives, causing them to respond in faith.  

 
Faith is first born and subsequently nurtured under the direction of God's Word. Every 
week, we come together to hear and respond to God's Word when we preach, read 
scriptures, sing, and pray. We trust that God will be faithful to the Word He has spoken. 
But today, some people wonder if preaching/teaching is the most effective way to get 
through to people. We live in a media age, so are we wired to respond more to what we 
see than what we hear? Some church leaders are losing confidence in the transforming 
power of the Bible. They are choosing alternative forms of attracting and motivating 
people through dynamic worship, engaging small groups, attractive youth programs, and 
social programs. All these aspects of church life are important and are signs of a healthy 
church committed to faithfully sharing the truth of the Gospel. But nothing replaces the 
ministry of the Word of God. It is the truth we sing in our songs, the truth we live out in our 
relationships, and the truth we take into our communities that transforms people into 
followers of Jesus.  

 
Churches can become more concerned about reaching people than with being faithful to 
the Scriptures. The Bible can be hard to understand or difficult to follow. It challenges our 
modern sensibilities and condemns our sinful behavior. Every time the Good News is 
preached or taught, people will either accept or reject it. Every time someone reads or 
explains God's Word, some people are encouraged, others are inspired, and still others 
get offended. These obstacles shouldn't discourage us. God designed His mission to 
reach people with His words, not ours.  

 
Each week, we meet to hear how God's Word will shape and redirect our lives. How much 
we value God's Word is a measure of who we are. You can discern a person's opinion of 
God through their understanding of the Bible. That's why people who love God love His 
Word and vice versa.  



 
Do you agree?  

 
Try responding in any of your relationships by telling somebody that you're interested in 
them and not what they say. Try not listening or paying attention when they are speaking 
to you and see how they respond. People naturally feel unappreciated or rejected when 
we don't hear them speak. Imagine a soldier telling a drill sergeant that he's not interested 
in what the sergeant commands, or an athlete rejecting the play-calling of a coach. How 
do you think that would go? In reality, our words are an extension of us. They express our 
wants and desires. 

 
After David committed adultery with Bathsheba, God's prophet Nathan challenged David, 
"Why then have you despised the Lord's command by doing what I consider evil? You 
struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife as your own wife—you 
murdered him with the Ammonite's sword. Now, therefore, the sword will never leave your 
house because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own wife" 
(2 Sam. 12:9-10). Notice the link between rejecting God's Word and rejecting Him.  

 
Jesus said something very similar to His disciples: "If anyone loves me, he will keep my 
word. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. The 
one who doesn't love me will not keep my words. The word that you hear is not mine but is 
from the Father who sent me" (John 14:23). God's Word is an extension of Himself, and 
that is why we consider it to be so valuable. 

 
The Enemy is trying to undo God's work in us. In the Garden, the Serpent tempted Adam 
and Eve by questioning their commitment to God's Word. "Did God actually say…?" (Gen 
3:1). They chose to doubt and then disobey God's instruction, causing their expulsion from 
the Garden and ultimately their death. We might want to pretend that we can love God 
and not respect His words, but that is simply not true. 

 
The Word of God does more than passively present information. It creates life, sustains 
life. The Word of God produces worship, fellowship, and obedience in disciples of Jesus. 
We are committed to helping people understand their current spiritual condition through 
the truth found in the Bible. We call people to place their trust in the saving work of Jesus 
as taught in the Bible. We teach the followers of Jesus to obey everything that Jesus 
commands as recorded in the Bible. And we do this Every Given Sunday to be lived out 
every given day. 

 
 
 
Questions 
 
If the best measure of a person is their appreciation of God's Word, how do you measure 
up?  

 
What would a greater appreciation of God's Word look like practically for you this week? 

 
What keeps you from engaging God's Word on Sunday morning? Do you arrive with your 
Bible ready to be transformed?  

 


