
 

 

 
The Practice of Fellowship 

Key Verse: God is faithful; you were called by Him into fellowship with His Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Corinthians 1:9) 

 
Key idea:  Our fellowship with one another is based on our common salvation through 
Jesus our Savior and Lord. 
 
When someone accepts Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior, they experience peace 
with God, but it doesn't end there. Jesus' mission wasn't designed to save you or me. He 
faithfully relinquished the joys and pleasures of heaven to descend to the earth to rescue 
us.  
  
Did you hear it?  
  
Us! 
  
So when anyone, you or I, or he or she, chooses to trust Jesus as both Savior and Lord, 
they are joined into a community of like-minded followers of Jesus. Your baptism into 
Christ unites you with God – Father, Son, Spirit – and a fellowship of a redeemed and 
being-restored community. 
  
Again, let's be intentional about the words we use here. We need to be careful using 
community as a synonym for fellowship. Our tendency to see things from an 
individualistic perspective distorts an important distinction necessary to appreciate the 
biblical understanding of fellowship as a description of the Church. A community is 
typically understood as a society or group created by individuals voluntarily choosing to 
come together. They band together around a collective identity or to accomplish a shared 
goal. The emphasis on the individual and voluntary nature of the group fails to describe 
what happens Every Given Sunday.  
  
Koinonia is the Greek word for fellowship. It finds its roots in the eternal relationship and 
communion of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit with one another. God created us with a 
need for fellowship with Himself and others. That is why koinonia, for baptized believers, 
naturally leads to participation with other believers as they commune with the living God 
Himself. During the New Testament period, koinonia was used to describe what existed 
between people who shared the same business. It was used in the marriage relationship 



and also someone's connection with a god, like Zeus. One last helpful link: it was used to 
refer to the spirit of generous sharing between people in contrast to the spirit of selfish 
acquiring. The underlying meaning of fellowship is the real and practical sharing of the 
eternal life we experience with God and one another. 
  
Our fellowship is based on the great, saving work of Jesus. It isn't something we create, 
but something God has created. Our fellowship is a reality, whether we recognize it or 
not. God has made us into new people. To be Christian is to be a part of God's family, and 
families come together to enjoy one another and care for each other. We are expected to 
fellowship (regularly assemble together) with one another because of the fellowship 
(shared values and interests) that already exists between us.  
  
Christian fellowship is also a practical reality. True Christian fellowship begins with God's 
love for us in Jesus. It results in more profound and stronger relationships with each other. 
The character of our fellowship is pictured in our celebration of the Lord's Supper. Jesus 
sacrificed so that our relationship with God would be restored; therefore, we live 
sacrificially for one another. 
  
Drew Moss preached a few months ago about the Church (The Church: The Body of 
Christ, 8.25.19). He concluded his message with an important question: Why would 
anyone who loves Jesus and is following Jesus not want to be a part of the Church? He 
never answered that question. Maybe it was a rhetorical question that didn't need an 
answer, but here is an answer anyway. Why would anyone who loves Jesus and is 
following Jesus not want to be a part of the Church? They wouldn't. Someone can't 
experience the forgiveness Jesus offers only to ignore the fellowship of other believers. It 
isn't possible for someone who has been overwhelmed by the sacrifice of Jesus to neglect 
the coming together with other Christians to worship their Savior. It isn't possible for 
people who are faithfully following the teachings of Jesus to be disobedient to his 
command to love and care for other followers. 
  
If you think it is possible, don't explain why… explain how! 

 
 
Questions 
 
How is fellowship something that can be practiced? How can fellowship be 
strengthened and encouraged? 
 
Is Sunday morning's worship service something very personal and private for you? How is 
that OK, and how is that perspective dangerous? 
 
If everyone valued Church fellowship like you, would the Church be a stronger or weaker 
community of faith? 
 
Why are metaphors like marriage and family essential to remember when understanding 
the connections between one another and Jesus? 

 


