
 

John 2:1-12 
 
The Bible does not tell us everything that Mary knew about Jesus, but John 2 gives us a glimpse of some 
of the things that she understood about her amazing son from God. We should all consider our children 
to be gifts from the Lord, but Mary’s gift was different. 
 
And she knew it. 
 
That’s why, when Mary discovered there was a serious problem brewing, she asked Jesus to fix it. Her 
statement shows that she expected Jesus to help avoid the social catastrophe that there would not be 
enough wine to celebrate the wedding they were attending. Not knowing exactly how he would solve the 
wine dilemma, Mary must have known that Jesus, being the son of God, had the ability to help. 
 
Instead of Jesus jumping up and immediately helping his mother, He used this occasion to explain an 
important truth to her. Jesus asks her, “What has this concern of yours to do with me, woman?” In our 
English translations this term comes off both abrupt and rude, but that would not be the case in the first 
century. Jesus is not speaking harshly to his mother, but he is speaking frankly to her. Once again, we 
witness Jesus reminding His earthly parents of His heavenly Father’s plans. (See Luke 2:49.) 
 
Jesus underlines the ultimate purpose of His coming when He informs her, “My hour has not yet come.”  
John’s gospel emphasizes two important terms in understanding the identity and purpose of Jesus’s life 
and ministry. The first is sign and the second is hour. Here Jesus teaches His mother that God’s agenda for 
Him will bring about an hour that directs His activities and attention. The start and end of His ministry are 
set not by earthly commitments and relationships, but by His Father in heaven. In a sense, Jesus is letting 
His mother know that the miracle He is about to perform is being done for a greater and God-ordered 
plan. 
 
So Mary tells the servants of the house to obey Her son’s instructions. Jesus, for reasons never fully 
explained and only described in John’s gospel, turned six jars of water into the best wine of the wedding. 
This surprised the head-waiter, blessed the couple and the groom’s family, and put a smile on his 
mother’s face. 
 
But more was happening than anyone knew. This miracle sparked faith in Jesus’s disciples. They 
witnessed this event and read it as a sign that Jesus was the promised Messiah. John records, “Jesus did 
this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee. He revealed His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.” 
 
Not everyone is going to see the signs of Jesus and believe in Him. Many times, these signs (miracles) are 
going to aggravate the religious and political leaders and incite them to oppose, and ultimately kill, Jesus. 
Jesus will perform many signs which reveal the truth about His identity as the Son of God and His purpose 
of redeeming the world. Some will choose to believe and follow Him, while others will reject and kill Him.  
 



It is important to recognize that the same signs provoke very different responses. These signs, and more 
importantly who they point to, are the reason why John wrote this gospel. He makes the clearest 
statement for why a Gospel needed to be written. “Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of 
His disciples that are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:30-31).  
 
Some read the gospels and believe in Jesus because all the signs point to the undeniable truth about him. 
Others find ways to deny the signs or ignore their obvious implications. 
 

 

Discussion 

1. What do you think about Jesus’s statement to his mother? How does this encounter compare with 
Luke 2:41-52 or John 7:1-9? 
 

2. Isn’t it interesting that the same signs can produce such different responses? Discuss why you believe 
that happens. 
 

3. How do we go to Jesus with our agenda just like Mary did? How do Jesus’s words to Mary redirect our 
agenda for Jesus? 
 

4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened or challenged you? 

 

Our Corporate Prayer 
 
Let us pray a version of the Lord’s Prayer in response to this message. Stop and take time to reflect on 
what you have just asked God to do each time you say, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done.” May His 
will and kingdom become our deepest desire.  
 
Our Father in heaven, your name be honored as holy.  
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Your kingdom come. Your will be done. 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
Your kingdom come. Your will be done. 
And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  
Your kingdom come. Your will be done. 
 Amen! 

 


