
 
 

Purpose of the LG Resource 
The purpose of this resource is to help you interact (LifeGroups or individually) with the sermon preached on Sunday. It attempts to crystalize 

the key ideas of the sermon/text. It also includes a series of questions and discussion topics. At Sunnybrook, we are committed to living out 
the implications of the gospel message as we GO, GATHER, and GROW. Therefore, there will also be a direct application each week to at least 

one of these missional objectives. Lastly, we are here to help you understand your current spiritual condition and take responsibility for 
becoming more like Jesus under the direction of the Holy Spirit. If there is something we can do to comfort, encourage, or further guide you, 
please reach out. We love you and are praying for God to be honored by our faithful obedience to the message of Jesus from John’s gospel. 
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Sermon Summary 
In John’s Gospel, John is not a preacher of repentance challenging the crowds to change their ways. Instead, he is a 
witness to Jesus who bears testimony to the reality of who He is. John stands in a long line of witnesses giving 
testimony to Jesus. 
 
In most Gospel accounts, including John’s, an incident will be described as happening in a particular time and place. 
It is then followed by theological reflection which illuminates the meaning and implications of the encounter. John 
begins his gospel in reverse order. Why? John makes it abundantly clear that Jesus existed and stands before all 
things. His existence is not in response to anything, but fundamentally the cause of everything. In the beginning… 
Jesus. Reflect on the power of that truth claim. 
 
John views creation as the first act of salvation history and bases his account of Jesus's coming into the world on 
this opening act (Gen 1:1 and John 1:1). John emphasizes Jesus's unique relationship with God the Creator and 
presents Him as the greatest agent of God because Jesus, being one with God, best and finally reveals the final act 
of saving His covenant community. And yet the coming of God in human flesh will be met with public resistance 
and opposition from the same community He came to save. None of this will stop God’s plan of redeeming love and 
life (John 3:16), for there will also be those who will believe Jesus is God’s Messiah and associate themselves with 
Him and His mission (John 20:19-23).  
 
GO 
There are many that do not consider Jesus to be God nor the only one through whom salvation comes. Jesus is 
considered by many people as a spiritually insightful and gifted teacher, but not the exact representation of God 
and the only means of eternal life. John 1:1-18 teaches that everyone needs to deal with Jesus in order to be saved 
and have life, a life beginning in the present and extending into eternity. If we believe this to be true, shouldn’t it 
motivate us to have faith conversations with people who are not following Jesus? Shouldn’t it embolden us to reach 
out in love and speak to those who claim His name (Christian) and yet do not remain faithful to His teaching? It is 
not our task to police, control, or fix everyone. But it is our responsibility to witness to the truth about Jesus and 
help others respond to Him in faith. 



 
Additional Texts for Study 
Genesis 1:1-5 
Colossians 1:15-20 
John 20:30-31 
 
Questions/Discussion 
1. Compare and contrast Genesis 1:1-5 with John 1:1-5. What themes and words are found in both texts? 
2. Who do you know that believes in only selective truths about Jesus? What do they believe about Him? What do 

they struggle to believe about Him or deny about Him? 
3. What does John 1:1-18 claim about Jesus? Do you believe each of these assertions? 
4. How has this particular lesson encouraged, strengthened, confronted, or challenged you? 
 
Prayer 
God, Creator of heaven and earth, we your humble servants give you thanks for all your goodness and loving-
kindness to us and to all you made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 
above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world through Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, 
and for the hope of glory. We pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with deeply thankful hearts we 
will praise you, not only with our lips, but with our lives, by giving up ourselves to you in service, and by walking 
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days. All through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

 
 


