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Acts: Jesus Plainly Spoken | The Depths of Baptism (Acts 2.38) 

Overview. 

The Bible is clear that baptism is the prescribed and expected next step for the 

individual after placing their faith in Jesus and his saving work. In baptism, we 

unite with Jesus’ death and resurrection and thus die to our old life of sin and are 

raised into a new, Spirit-filled life of holiness and doing good works in the name of 

Jesus.  

Lesson. 

Here is an overview of key passages concerning baptism in the Bible: 

• Jesus was baptized (Matt. 3.13-17, Mk. 1.9-10, Lk. 3.21-22, Jn. 1.29-34). 

• Jesus (via his Disciples) baptized during his ministry (Jn. 3.22-23, 4.1-2).  

• Jesus commanded baptism as part of making disciples (Matt. 28.18-20).  

 

 

KEY VERSE 
Repent and be baptized 

everyone one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and 

you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. 
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BIG IDEA 
Baptism is the prescribed 

and expected next step for 

those who have put their 

faith in Jesus.  
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LifeGroup Resource 
studying the Bible, discussing relevant issues & serving together 

 

 

TAKE HOME 
In baptism we are united 

with Jesus to do the work 

of Jesus.  
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• In Acts, the Holy Spirit sometimes comes before baptism (10.44-48), at baptism (19.5-6), and after baptism 

(Acts 8.12-17). Each instance is recorded to highlight specific aspects of conversion or the expansion of the 

good news to the ends of the earth. 

• Paul is baptized as part of his conversion (Acts 9.18). 

• Baptism is the prescribed and expected next step for people after putting their faith in the person and work 

of Jesus (Acts 2.36-38, 8.26-40, 10.44-48, 16.14-15, 32-33, 18.8). 

• Baptism leads us into participation with Christ's death for sins. As we go under the water as Christ went into 

the tomb, we are dying to our old, sinful self and being washed or cleansed. It thus marks the conversion of 

our old life of sin into a new life in Christ and ministering in his name (Rom. 6.3-14, 1 Cor. 6.11, Gal. 3.23-

29, Col. 2.12-14). 

• Jesus saves us. Baptism unites us to Jesus’ saving work on the cross and in the resurrection. Thus, Peter can 

say, “baptism now saves us,” (1 Pet. 3.21) not in the sense that the water is doing the work of salvation or 

that a person is saving themselves in the act of baptism, but in the sense that (coupled with 

faith/repentance/confession) baptism actually cleanses us, washes us, and is the occasion in which we 

receive the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 22.16, 1 Cor. 6.11, Heb. 10.22, 1 Pet. 

3.21, Gal. 3.23-29). 

• Baptism is part of what it means to be a unified body of Christ. We have ONE God, ONE Father, ONE 

Lord, ONE Spirit, ONE faith, ONE hope, ONE baptism. Baptism is meant to unify the individual to the 

body, the body to Christ, and Christ to the Father. (Eph. 4.1-4, 1 Cor. 1.10-17, 12.13). 

 

What is clear as we study baptism in the Bible is that baptism in the name of Jesus is something that is never 

at odds with faith, repentance, confession, the forgiveness of sins, and the reception of the Holy Spirit. Rather, 

these each are key aspects within the process of becoming a follower of Jesus that work together as an 

integrated whole. In baptism, we are united to the saving work of Jesus, namely Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

To resist baptism as a believer is to resist clear commands in the Bible. To downplay the importance of 

baptism is to deny the teachings of God’s Word. We challenge you to study baptism in the Bible and to allow 

the text to guide your thinking on this matter. We pray that the Spirit of God would lead you to respond 

appropriately to the Word of God as you study it alongside the people of God.   
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 Questions. 

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with you? 

2. Take turns retelling the story of each member’s baptism. If you haven’t been baptized, what has kept 

you from being baptized? If you have an interest in discussing baptism more, please let your LG leader 

know so they can have a staff member contact you to discuss baptism.  

3. What does it mean that in baptism we are united with Jesus to do the work of Jesus? 

4. What specific applications of this message are you convicted about implementing into your life? 


