What are some additional examples in nature
that reflect God’s goodness and majesty?

Consider the description of God in Psalm 104:1-9.
Then, notice how the psalmist responded to God
in verses 33-35. The psalms often use rich word
pictures to communicate truth.
How did the author paint a picture using words?

The psalmist praised God through recognizing
several occurrences within nature. Of course, this
wasn’t intended to be an exhaustive list of things in
creation that reflect God’s goodness and creativity.

How do these examples draw your attention
toward God in awe and wonder?

The Book of Genesis’ original audience was the
Israelites, who were on their way to the promised
land. After living so long among the gods of the
Egyptians and foreigners, the people needed to
remember who the God of Israel was. He—not
the gods of the Egyptians, Canaanites, or
Philistines—was the Creator of everything. We are
no different than the Israelites. Though we may not
be tempted to bow down to wooden statues, our
hearts are just as likely to seek satisfaction things
other than God. We ask questions like: Is God real?
Does He love me? Is He worth it?

God owes His existence to no one and is in need of
nothing, yet He decided to create everything, including
you. The truth of this overwhelming love should give
you the strength and desire to reject any idols that
threaten your heart.
What idols do you have in your life? How can you
surrender those things to god and worship god alone?

What connection did the author make between
praising God and the fact that God created all things?

What are some ways you see Him being at the center
of your life today?

When we read the last book of the Bible, we
recognize that Jesus is both the Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end (Rev. 22:13). Every book
of the Bible points to Jesus Christ, which is what
Paul explained in these verses.
Creation has always been about Jesus. He is the
center of it all. He was the Word with God in the
ce
beginning, spinning galaxies into existence. He
will be the center when all is said and done. Since
Jesus is the center, Lord, and goal of all creation,
it makes sense that life works best when He controls it.
How does all of life change when Jesus is at
the center?

How should Christians view and treat the earth?

When we read the creation account in Genesis 1-2,
we tend to focus on what it teaches us about God and
humanity. And we should. Those are critical doctrines
to the grand narrative of Scripture that follows this
account as well as to our daily living. However, we
cannot miss what this passage teaches us about
creation itself too.

While God’s creation is certainly majestic and it reveals
much about the Creator (Ps. 19:1-6; Rom. 1:20), we
know that we are not to worship creation itself
(Rom. 1:21-25). But neither should we go to the other
extreme and treat creation callously.

What are some ways you can better care for
God’s creation?

How can you reflect God in the way you work as a
student, family member, athlete, band member,
friend, and so on?
There is an interesting detail about creation in
Genesis 2:5. “No shrub of the field had yet grown on
the land, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted,
for the Lord God had not made it rain on the land,
and there was no man to work the ground.” Notice
the cause and effect. Shrubs and plants had not
grown and sprouted because God had not made
it rain and there was no man to work the ground.
Both were necessary as part of God’s plan for creation.

Here in this cause and effect we find God’s intended
purpose for humans to rule over creation. The roles
God gave us were not an afterthought. He did not
create the world then create people only then to
figure out how we would fit within His design. From
the very beginning, God’s intention was for people
to work in concert with Him ruling over creation.

The majesty of creation is all around us—in what we
can see and what we cannot see. From the thundering
power of a waterfall or the terrifying brilliance of a
lightening strike to the intricate design of the smallest
of flowers or the gentleness of a butterfly’s flight through
the air, God has given us ample reason to stand in awe
of His creation and more importantly of Him.

What aspects of creation amaze you? Humble you?

As we consider our role in bearing God’s image
as rulers over creation, may we echo David’s
conclusion to this psalm: “Lord, our Lord, how
majestic is your name throughout the earth”
(Ps. 8:1)!

Reread Genesis 3. What are some common themes
that come up between chapters 3 and 4:1-16?

The story of Cain and Abel follows the account of Adam
and Eve’s fall into sin. This story displays the depths of
depravity within the human heart that resulted from the
first act of rebellion.

Imagine Adam and Eve’s mindset during this tragic event.
Sure, they already knew all too well the consequences of
their actions in the garden—they suddenly knew shame,
relational conflict with each other and with the world around
them, separation from God, and so on. But then, they
witnessed one of their sons murder his own brother.

How do these stories reflect your own battle with
temptation?

