March 11, 2026

MORE CLASS

GENESIS

“You planned evil against me; God planned it for good.”

RESOURCES

(Genesis 48-50)

Big Picture of Genesis 48-50

Genesis 48—-50 records Jacob’s final blessings, his death and burial, and Joseph’s final response to his
brothers, closing the book of Genesis with both promise and forgiveness. These chapters look back
over God’s faithfulness to the patriarchs and forward to Israel’s future tribes and to the coming king
from Judah.

Key movements:

e Genesis 48 — Jacob blesses Ephraim and Manasseh.
e Genesis 49 - Jacob’s prophetic words over the twelve sons.

e Genesis 50 — Jacob’s burial and Joseph’s forgiveness and death.

Genesis 48 — Ephraim and Manasseh

Structure & Key Observations
1. Jacob adopts Joseph’s sons (48:1-7)

o Jacob treats Ephraim and Manasseh as his own sons, elevating them to tribal status,
effectively giving Joseph the double portion of the firstborn.

o This explains why the land is later counted in twelve tribal portions, even though Levi
receives no territory, and Joseph’s inheritance is split between his two sons.



2. The crossed-hands blessing (48:8-20)

o Jacob intentionally crosses his hands, placing his right hand (place of greater honor) on
the younger Ephraim, signaling that the younger will become greater than the older
Manasseh.

o This continues Genesis’ theme of God overturning birth order expectations (Isaac over
Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, Joseph over his brothers).

3. Promise-rooted blessing (48:3-4, 21-22)

o Jacob grounds his blessing in God’s earlier promises at Luz/Bethel of fruitfulness, a
“multitude of people,” and everlasting possession of the land.

o He speaks of “El Shaddai” (God Almighty) and “the angel who has redeemed me from all
evil,” tying his whole life story to God’s rescuing presence.

Lexical & Cultural Notes

e Firstborn/double portion - In the Ancient Near East, the firstborn son normally received a
larger inheritance and leadership role; Jacob transfers this “double portion” to Joseph through
Ephraim and Manasseh.

e The Blessing Formula “May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh” became a standard
Jewish blessing for sons, highlighting their faithfulness in a foreign land.

Intertextual Connections

e Later lists of tribes: Ephraim and Manasseh appear repeatedly as distinct tribes in the land
allotments (Joshua 16-17), fulfilling Jacob’s prophetic adoption.

e The “angel who redeemed me”(48:16) anticipates the language of God as Redeemer used in
Exodus and the prophets, and ultimately fulfilled in Christ’s redeeming work.

Application / Theological Integration

e God’s grace does not always follow human expectation or “pecking order”; he often works
through the unlikely, overturning natural privilege. It’s an upside down kingdom!

e Our identity and future are rooted not in circumstances (Egypt) but in God’s promises (Canaan),
pointing Christians to live as those whose true homeland is with God.



Genesis 49 - Jacob’s Prophetic Blessings

Structure & Key Observations

1. Blessings and rebukes (49:1-7)

o Jacob “tells [his sons] what will happen in days to come,” indicating these are prophetic,
not mere well wishes or dreams.

o Reuben, Simeon, and Levi lose preeminence because of their past sins (Reuben’s incest;
Simeon and Levi’s violence at Shechem), showing that their character and past choices
shaped their future destiny.

2. Judah’s prominence and kingship (49:8-12)

o Judah is promised leadership: “your brothers will praise you,” “the scepter will not
depart from Judah,” and obedience of the peoples is his.

o The imagery of a ruler with wine and abundance anticipates royal prosperity and hints
at an ideal future king.

3. Blessings for the remaining sons (49:13-28)
o Each son receives a concise word about his tribe’s future—Zebulun and seafaring,
Issachar’s burden, Dan’s justice, Gad’s warfare, Asher’s rich food, Naphtali’s beauty,

Joseph’s fruitfulness, and Benjamin’s prowess.

o Jacob both blesses and corrects, making clear that God’s purposes include both
encouragement and discipline.

4. Jacob’s burial instructions (49:29-33)

o Jacob insists on being buried in the cave of Machpelah in Canaan with Abraham and
Isaac, signaling his final trust in God’s promise of the land.

Lexical & Cultural Notes

o Testament/deathbed blessing — Ancient patriarchs often pronounced blessings on heirs near
death, functioning as both legal declaration and prophetic speech over the family’s future.

e “Scepter” and “ruler’s staff” — Symbols of royal authority; in context, they anticipate kings
rising up from the tribe of Judah.



Intertextual Connections

e Judah and the Messiah:
o The “scepter” passage undergirds later expectation of a Davidic king from Judah (2
Samuel 7; Psalm 89) and is read christologically as fulfilled in Jesus, the Lion of Judah
(Revelation 5:5).

e Joseph’s blessing and future history:

o Joseph’s fruitfulness and strength resonate with the later prominence of Ephraim in the
northern kingdom (e.g., Hosea), even as it also warns against self-will and apostasy.

e “In days to come”(49:1) echoes prophetic language in later Scripture (e.g., Isaiah, Jeremiah),
showing Genesis already looks ahead to Israel’s long-term story.

Application / Theological Integration

e Our choices have actual generational impact; grace is there for forgiveness, but God also
shapes and disciplines families through consequences.

e Jesus fulfills the hope of Judah’s king, and our allegiance belongs to him above any earthly tribe,
nation, or family identity.

e God’s blessing is not sentimental; it includes rebuke, correction, and calling, all rooted in
covenant love.

Genesis 50 - Burial, Providence, and Forgiveness

Structure & Key Observations

1. Jacob’s burial in Canaan (50:1-14)

o Joseph orders a full Egyptian embalming and royal-scale mourning, then leads a large
funeral procession to Canaan to bury Jacob in Machpelah.

o The combination of Egyptian honors and Canaanite burial underscores Israel’s current
setting (Egypt) and future hope (Canaan).



2. Joseph’s brothers’ fear and Joseph’s response (50:15-21)

o After Jacob’s death, the brothers fear Joseph will now take revenge, revealing lingering
guilt despite earlier reconciliation.

o Joseph weeps and responds with his famous statement: “You planned evil against me;
God planned it for good... the survival of many people.”

3. Joseph’s final faith and death (50:22-26)

o Joseph lives to see several generations and makes the Israelites swear to carry his bones
back to the promised land when God visits them.

o Genesis closes in Egypt, but with Joseph’s bones pointing ahead to the exodus and
fulfillment.

Lexical & Cultural Notes

e Embalming and 40 days of mourning — These reflect standard Egyptian royal practices; the
text stresses Joseph’s high status and the honor given to Jacob.

e “God planned it for good” — The verb can carry the idea of “weaving” or “crafting,”
emphasizing God’s wise, sovereign intention overriding human evil.

Intertextual Connections

e Joseph’s bones:

o Joseph’s request is remembered in Exodus 13:19 and fulfilled in Joshua 24:32,
demonstrating ongoing trust in God’s promise across generations.

e Providence and the cross:

o Joseph’s “you meant evil, God meant good” anticipates the cross, where human evil
(crucifying Jesus) fulfills God’s saving plan (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28).

e Forgiveness:

o Joseph’s refusal to “play God” echoes later warnings against personal vengeance and
calls to forgive as the Lord forgave us (Romans 12:19; Colossians 3:13).



Application / Theological Integration

e God’s providence is big enough to encompass human sin and suffering without making God the
author of evil; he can turn what others intend for harm into instruments of salvation.

e Deep reconciliation requires entrusting justice to God and choosing to forgive those who
harmed us, especially when we suddenly gain power over them.

e Christian hope faces death with confidence: like Jacob and Joseph, we die trusting God’s
promises beyond our lifetime.

Pulling It Together: Themes & Application

Major Theological Themes

e Covenant faithfulness — God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are still central at the
end of Genesis; burial in Canaan and Joseph’s bones keep Israel’s eyes on God’s word, not their
current comfort in Egypt.

e Reversal and grace — Younger over older, sinner restored, slave exalted: God’s purposes
frequently overturn human hierarchies and expectations.

e Providence and human responsibility - Human choices (sins and obedience) have real
consequences, yet God weaves them into his redemptive plan.

e Forgiveness and family reconciliation — Genesis began with family fracture (Cain and Abel)
and ends with costly forgiveness, anticipating the gospel’s reconciling power.

Personal Reflection

e Where do you most need to hear Joseph’s words, “God planned it for good”?

e Are there any relationships where you are acting like Joseph’s brothers—still assuming
judgment when forgiveness has been offered?

e How does knowing Jesus is the Lion of Judah change the way you think the value of studying
the Old Testament more deeply?
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