February 4, 2026

GENESIS

Struggle, Blessing, and the God Who Stands By His Promise

(Genesis 25-28)

“Here, in contrast [to Babel], it is not man building upward but God descending downward.
God provides the connection between heaven and earth... And by the end of the dream,
people aren’t dispersed among the nations as at Babel. Instead, God promised to unite

people under one new nation in Jacob. ”
— Eric Smith (about Gen. 28)

“Truly I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending
on the Son of Man.”
— Jesus (about himself)

Two Nations, One Family: Esau and Jacob (Genesis 25)

The birth of Esau and Jacob reveals that God’s sovereign choice works through ordinary family tension,

not idealized heroes. The brothers’ conflict centers on birthright, appetite, and short-sightedness.

1. Rebekah conceives after Isaac prays, and the struggling children in her womb lead the Lord to
say, “Two nations are in your womb... the older will serve the younger,” showing that God’s plans
overturn normal expectations (Gen 25:22-23).

2. Esauis described as a skillful hunter and outdoorsman, while Jacob is a quiet man who stays at
home, setting up a (narrative) contrast in temperament and values (Gen 25:27).

3. Esau sells his birthright for “some of that red stuff,” dismissing his inheritance with the words,
“Look, I'm about to die, so what good is a birthright to me?” exposing how easily spiritual

privilege can be overshadowed by our shortsightedness (Gen 25:30-34).



4. TJacob’s willingness to exploit his brother’s hunger shows that God’s chosen line can still act
manipulatively, reminding readers that election highlights God’s grace rather than human

moral superiority (Gen 25:31-33).
Key Covenantal Themes/Issues

e God’s sovereign choice within a broken family
e Spiritual privileges versus short-term desires
e Sinful manipulation, even in the chosen line

e Promise advancing through imperfect people

Biblical Parallels

e Malachi 1:2-3
e Romans 9:10-13
e Hebrews 12:15-17

Covenant Reaffirmed in Famine and Fear (Genesis 26)

Isaac retraces key moments from Abraham’s life—famine, deception, and foreign treaties—yet the Lord

continues to confirm the same covenant promises.

1. In atime of famine, the Lord appears to Isaac and tells him to stay in the land, promising, “I will
be with you and bless you,” and repeating the oath sworn to Abraham about offspring and
nations (Gen 26:2-4).

2. Isaac repeats Abraham’s failure by calling Rebekah his sister out of fear, revealing how family
sins can echo across generations even as God continues to protect his purposes (Gen 26:7-11).

3. Despite opposition and quarrels over wells, Isaac keeps re-digging and moving until the Lord
gives him room at Rehoboth, and later appears again to say, “Do not be afraid, for I am with you,”
reinforcing presence as the core covenant gift (Gen 26:22-24).

4. Abimelech’s recognition— “We have clearly seen how the Lord has been with you”—shows that
God’s blessing on his people can become a visible testimony even in a context of tension and

mistrust (Genesis 26:28).



Key Covenantal Themes/Issues

e Continuity of the Abrahamic covenant through Isaac
e Repeated sins and God’s persistent faithfulness
e God’s presence and blessing in conflict and scarcity

e Public witness of God’s favor among the nations

Biblical Parallels

e Genesis 12:10-20; 20
e Psalm46:1-3
e Matthew 6:25-34

Stolen Blessing, Bitter Consequences (Genesis 27)

Jacob and Rebekah secure the blessing through deception, but the narrative emphasizes that grasping

God’s gifts by sinful means brings deep family fracture.

1. Isaac intends to bless Esau in secret, despite the earlier word that “the older will serve the
younger,” (possibly) suggesting a quiet resistance to the revealed plan (Gen 25:23; 27:1-4).

2. Rebekah and Jacob conspire to deceive Isaac through disguise and lies; Jacob fears being seen as
a deceiver more than he fears the deceit itself, exposing a heart shaped by outcome-driven
ethics (Gen 27:11-12).

3. Isaac’s blessing over Jacob—promising grain, new wine, and dominion over his brothers—lands
on the right person but through the wrong pathway, reminding readers that God’s sovereignty
can work through, not endorse, sinful schemes (Gen 27:27-29).

4. Esau’s anguished cry, “He took my birthright, and now look, he has taken my blessing!” reveals the
cost of earlier contempt and present deception, as hatred and threats of murder now poison the

family (Gen 27:36, 41).

Key Covenantal Themes/Issues

e Tension between God’s revealed will and human maneuvering

e Deception inside the covenant family



Right outcome achieved by wrong means

Sin’s power to fracture relationships and create exile

Biblical Parallels

Hosea 12:3-4
James 1:13-15

Jacob on the Run, God on the Stairway (Genesis 28)

As Jacob flees his brother’s anger and heads toward Rebekah’s family, God meets him in a dream and

personally confirms the covenant, turning a place of fear into a house of God.

1.

Isaac sends Jacob away with instructions not to marry a Canaanite woman and blesses him with
Abraham’s blessing, so that he may “take possession of the land where you live as a resident alien,”
showing that covenant identity governs marriage and mission (Gen 28:1-4).

Esau, seeing that Canaanite wives displeased his father, adds a daughter of Ishmael as a wife,
highlighting a pattern of externally motivated, half-hearted responses rather than true
repentance (Gen 28:6-9).

At Bethel, Jacob dreams of a stairway set up on the earth with its top reaching the sky and God’s
angels going up and down, and the Lord stands beside him and restates the promises of land,
offspring, and global blessing, adding, “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go”
(Gen 28:12-15).

Jacob wakes afraid yet amazed, naming the place Bethel (“house of God”) and making a vow

that if God will be with him, provide, and bring him back, “the Lord will be my God,” showing
faith that is real yet still maturing and bargaining (Gen 28:16-22).

Key Covenantal Themes/Issues

Covenant identity guiding marriage and life direction
God’s pursuit of a fleeing, compromised heir
Presence (“I am with you”) as the heart of the promise

Early, conditional faith that will be refined through discipline



Biblical Parallels

Genesis 12:1-3
John 1:51
Matthew 28:20

Theological Trajectories: Themes to Trace Forward

Struggle before birth, struggle for life: From wrestling in the womb to bargaining over stew
and blessing, Jacob’s story pictures a people who often strive with God and others, anticipating

his later name, Israel (“he struggles with God”) (Gen 25:22-26; 32:28).

Family sin patterns and fresh grace: Isaac repeating Abraham’s deception and Jacob
repeating patterns of grasping show the power of generational sin, yet God keeps appearing,

reaffirming, and redirecting rather than abandoning his covenant (Gen 20; 26:7-11; 28:13-15

The God of the runaways: God meets Jacob not in a moment of obedience, but while he is
fleeing the mess he helped create, signaling that divine faithfulness does not wait for perfect

conditions to draw near (Gen 28:10-15).

House of God and gate of heaven: Jacob’s vision at Bethel lays groundwork for later
revelation of God’s dwelling with his people and points forward to Christ as the true meeting
place of heaven and earth, where angels ascend and descend on the Son of Man (Gen 28:17;

John 1:51).

"The ladder is the wonderful union of the divinity with our flesh... On it the angels ascend
and descend, and they can never wonder at this enough.”

—Martin Luther



	GENESIS​Struggle, Blessing, and the God Who Stands By His Promise ​(Genesis 25-28) 

