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GENESIS​

The Promised Son, Tested Faith, and God’s Covenant Faithfulness ​

(Genesis 21-24) 
 

 

 
“He believed, hoping against hope, so that he became the father of many nations, according 
to what had been spoken: So will your descendants be. He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body to be already dead (since he was about a hundred years old) and 
also the deadness of Sarah’s womb. He did not waver in unbelief at God’s promise but was 
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, because he was fully convinced that what 
God had promised, he was also able to do.” 

— Romans 4:18-20 
 

Joy and Pain in the Promise (Genesis 21) 

Isaac’s birth fulfills God’s long-delayed promise, bringing laughter that mingles joy, irony, and faith. 

The same chapter also shows painful division as Ishmael is sent away, yet not forgotten by God. 

1.  Isaac’s birth is explicitly tied to God’s word “at the appointed time” he had promised, 

underscoring that covenant fulfillment rests on divine faithfulness, not human ingenuity (Gen 

21:1–2). 

2. Sarah’s laughter moves from skeptical to celebratory, as she says, “God has made me laugh, 

and everyone who hears will laugh with me” (Gen 21:6), showing how God can turn unbelieving 

mockery into astonished worship. 

3. The conflict between Sarah and Hagar/Ishmael reveals that sin’s past choices still bear 

relational consequences even after the promise advances (Gen 21:8–10). 

4. God’s care for Hagar and Ishmael in the wilderness—opening her eyes to a well and reiterating 

that he will make a great nation of the boy—reaffirms his compassion for the marginalized 

even as Isaac remains the covenant line (Gen 21:17–21). 
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Key Covenantal Themes/Issues 

·   Fulfillment of long-delayed promise 

·   Joy and tension within the covenant family 

·   God’s mercy toward those outside the primary covenant line 

·   Consequences of earlier unbelief that linger 

 

Biblical Parallels 

·   Genesis 16; 17:18–21 

·   Genesis 25:12–18 

·   Psalm 34:17–18 

·   Galatians 4:21–31 

 

The Binding of Isaac: Faith Under the Knife (Genesis 22) 

God tests Abraham by commanding him to offer Isaac, the very child of promise, revealing faith that 

clings to God’s word even when obedience seems to threaten that word. 

1.  The language of “your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love” highlights both the costliness of 

the test and the uniqueness of Isaac in the covenant story (Gen 22:2). 

2. Abraham’s obedience is deliberate and steady—he gets up early, splits wood, and travels to the 

mountain—portraying faith as trusting submission rather than mere internal sentiment (Gen 

22:3–4). 

3. The Lord’s last-second intervention (“Do not lay a hand on the boy”) and the provided ram 

“caught in the thicket by its horns” reveal substitution at the heart of God’s saving work and 

anticipate later sacrificial patterns (Gen 22:11–13). 

4. Abraham names the place “The Lord Will Provide,” and the reaffirmed promises of offspring and 

blessing to all nations are explicitly tied to Abraham’s obedient trust, situating faith and 

obedience as covenant responses, not covenant causes (Gen 22:14–18). 

 

2 



 
Key Covenantal Themes/Issues 

·   Testing that reveals God’s faithfulness, not to convince him to do so 

·   Substitutionary provision (“the Lord will provide”) 

·   Heightened confirmation of covenant blessing 

·   Faith holding promise and command together 

 

Biblical Parallels 

·   Hebrews 11:17–19 

·   James 2:21–24 

·   Romans 4:16–22 

·   John 3:16 

 

Covenant Integrity in the Land (Genesis 21:22–34; 23) 

As Abraham sojourns among the nations, he negotiates honestly for wells and burial land, displaying 

covenant identity through integrity, patience, and public testimony. 

1.  The treaty with Abimelech over the well at Beersheba underscores that God’s blessing on 

Abraham is visible to the nations, as Abimelech says, “God is with you in everything you do” (Gen 

21:22). 

2. Abraham’s oath-taking, setting apart seven ewe lambs to witness that he dug the well, shows 

concern for clarity, justice, and peaceable coexistence within a fallen world (Gen 21:27–31). 

3. In Genesis 23, Abraham insists on paying full price for Sarah’s burial plot in the presence of the 

Hittites, refusing to secure the land by flattery or exploitation and modeling righteous dealings 

even when he might gain advantage (Gen 23:10–16). 

4. The purchased tomb at Machpelah becomes the first legally owned foothold of the promised 

land, a concrete down payment that ties hope of future inheritance to present choices of 

faithful obedience (Gen 23:17–20). 
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Key Covenantal Themes/Issues 

·   Public witness of covenant people among the nations 

·   Ethical negotiation and integrity in “ordinary” affairs 

·   First-fruits of land promise through burial site 

·   Hope that faces death with concrete trust in God’s word 

 

Biblical Parallels 

·   Genesis 12:2–3 

·   Proverbs 11:1 

·   1 Thessalonians 4:11–12 

·   Hebrews 11:8–16 

 

Securing the Next Generation: A Bride for Isaac (Genesis 24) 

Abraham seeks a wife for Isaac from his wider family rather than the Canaanites, demonstrating that 

covenant continuity requires both divine guidance and trust. 

1.  Abraham’s instructions that Isaac not take a wife from the Canaanites, but from his own clan, 

reflect concern that the covenant line not be assimilated into idolatry, evidence that marriage 

is a profoundly theological decision (Gen 24:3–4). 

2. The servant’s prayer at the well—“Lord, God of my master Abraham, make this happen for me 

today, and show kindness to my master Abraham”—models dependence on God’s steadfast love 

and guidance rather than manipulating outcomes (Gen 24:12–14). 

3. Rebekah’s character is revealed through her generosity and hospitality as she quickly draws 

water for the servant and all his camels, marking her as a fitting participant in the covenant story 

(Gen 24:18–20). 

4. The servant’s repeated recounting of events to Rebekah’s family emphasizes God’s providential 

orchestration and leads them to say, “This is from the Lord; we have no choice in the matter,” 

encouraging readers to see ordinary decisions as arenas of divine faithfulness (Gen 24:50). 
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Key Covenantal Themes/Issues 

·   Covenant identity shaping marriage and family decisions 

·   Prayerful dependence on God’s guidance 

·   Human planning aligned with God’s promises 

·   God’s providence working through everyday obedience 

 

Biblical Parallels 

·   Deuteronomy 7:3–6 

·   Ruth 1–4 

·   2 Corinthians 6:14–18 

·   Ephesians 5:25–33 

 

Theological Trajectories: Themes to Trace Forward 

●​ Laughter and promise: From Sarah’s laughter to Isaac’s name (“he laughs”), Genesis invites 

readers to see how God turns skeptical laughter into joyful amazement as his word proves true 

(Gen 17:17; 18:12–15; 21:3–7). 

●​ Seeing and providing: As in earlier chapters where God “sees” Hagar’s distress, Genesis 22 

names the Lord as the one who “will provide,” tying divine seeing, knowing, and providing into a 

single pattern of covenant care (Gen 16:13; 22:14). 

●​ Death, burial, and future hope: Sarah’s burial cave is both a marker of mortality and a pledge 

of future inheritance, foreshadowing the tension we experience in honest grieving while 

anchoring hope in the promised resurrection (Gen 23:19–20; Heb 11:13–16). 

●​ Covenant across generations: Genesis 21–24 shifts attention from Abraham alone to Isaac 

and Rebekah, underscoring that God’s purposes are generational and that faithfulness today 

shapes the stage on which future believers will trust and obey (Gen 24:60). 
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