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UNIT 16: HOPE IN EXILE (DANIEL)
April 5-The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3)

April 12-EASTER-Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matt 26-28; 1 Cor 15) 
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April 26-Daniel in the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6)
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June 28-Malachi the Prophet (Malachi)
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Unit 16, Session 1

The Fiery 
Furnace
Daniel 3

Story Point: God delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the king.

King Nebuchadnezzar made a tall gold 
statue. His official announced to all the 
people of Babylon: “When you hear music, 
you must fall down and worship this statue. 
Anyone who doesn’t will be thrown into a 
fiery furnace!” 

Three friends from Judah—Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego—refused to bow 
down to a statue. This news made the king 
angry! He called for the friends. “If you do 
not bow down when you hear the music, I 
will throw you into a fiery furnace! Then what 
god could rescue you from my power?”

The friends answered, “The God we serve 
is able to rescue us. But even if God chooses 
not to, we will not bow down and worship 
the statue.” King Nebuchadnezzar told some 
of his soldiers to throw the friends into the 
fiery furnace. Suddenly, the king jumped up. 

“Didn’t we tie up three men and throw them 
into the fire? Look!” the king shouted. “I see 
four men walking around in the fire.”

Nebuchadnezzar shouted, “Shadrach, 
Meshach, Abednego—servants of the Most 
High God! Come here!” So they came out of 
the fire. They had not been hurt by the fire 
at all.

Nebuchadnezzar praised God: “The God 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego rescued 
His servants! No other god can save people 
like this!”

Christ Connection: God was with Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. Only He 
could rescue them. God rescues us too, through 
His Son, Jesus. Only Jesus can save us from 
our sin. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross provided 
the way for us to be rescued from sin and have 
eternal life.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Fill in the blanks by unscrambling the key words from the Bible story:

1.  King ______________________ commanded the people to worship the
gold statue. (BUCHNENEZADZAR)

2.  The people were commanded to worship the statue when the __________
played. (SICMU)

3.  Nebuchadnezzar was the king of _______________ . (NOLBABY)

4. The king threw the three men into a fiery _______________ . (ACENFUR)

5.  When King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace, he saw ___________
men walking around in the fire. (ROUF)

6. God _______________ us through His Son, Jesus. (SEUCRES)

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How did King Nebuchadnezzar respond after he saw four men in the
furnace?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. Only He could rescue them. God 
rescues us too, through His Son, Jesus. Only Jesus can save us from our sin. Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross provided the way for us to be rescued from sin and have eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• Do you think it was easy for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to decide to
disobey the king? Why?

• How can this story be an encouragement when we feel like we are the only
ones obeying God?

• What are some ways you can choose to obey God in your life?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. Only He could rescue them. God 
rescues us too, through His Son, Jesus. Only Jesus can save us from our sin. Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross provided the way for us to be rescued from sin and have eternal life.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for sending Jesus to be our all-powerful
Rescuer who delivers us from sin and death.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ 1 Peter 4:12-13

❏ James 1:2-4

❏ 2 Timothy 1:8-9

❏ Mark 8:36-38

❏ Romans 10:10-12

❏ Hebrews 12:1-2
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Easter

Jesus’ Crucifixion 
and Resurrection
Matthew 26–28; 
1 Corinthians 15

Story Point: Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope for eternal life.

After Jesus was arrested, He was led to the 
high priest. The high priest asked, “Are You 
the Messiah, the Son of God?” Jesus replied, 
“Yes, that’s right.” The high priest said, “He 
has spoken against God! He deserves to die!” 

In the morning, the religious leaders led 
Jesus to Pilate, the governor. “Are You the 
King of the Jews?” Pilate asked. “Yes, that’s 
right,” Jesus replied. “What should I do with 
Jesus?” Pilate asked the crowd. “Crucify 
Him!” they answered. The governor’s soldiers 
put a scarlet robe on Jesus. They made a 
crown of thorns and put it on His head. Then 
they mocked Him: “Here is the King of the 
Jews!” They beat Jesus and led Him away to 
be killed. The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. 
Two criminals were crucified next to Him.

Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why 
have You forsaken Me?” Jesus shouted again 

and then He died. Jesus was buried in a tomb. 

On the third day, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to the tomb. An angel 
of the Lord rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. The angel spoke to the women, “Don’t be 
afraid! I know you are looking for Jesus. He 
is not here. He has risen, just like He said He 
would.” The women ran to tell the disciples 
the good news. Just then Jesus greeted them. 
The women worshiped Him. “Don’t be 
afraid,” Jesus told them. “Tell My followers to 
go to Galilee. They will see Me there.” Jesus 
appeared to Peter and then the other disciples. 
Many people witnessed that Jesus is alive!

Christ Connection: Jesus’ death and 
resurrection is the center of the gospel. In Adam, 
we were spiritually dead in sin, but Jesus died to 
pay for our sins. Jesus is alive! God gives new life 
to everyone who trusts in Jesus.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Unscramble the key words from today’s Bible story.

_______________ A  I S E S M H: This name for Jesus means “anointed 
one.”What does this story teach us about God?

_______________ A  I T L E P: This governor handed Jesus over to the 
crowds.

_______________ O T N H R S: Jesus’ crown was made of these.

_______________ A  I C T U R N: This split from top to bottom when 
Jesus died.

_______________ O N T E S: Jesus’ tomb was sealed with this.

_______________ I  A E L L E G: Jesus said His followers would see Him 
here.

_______________ S  U S E J: He greeted the women and they worshiped 
Him.

_______________  I R T H D: Jesus rose from the dead on this day.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How does Jesus’ death and resurrection give us hope?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus’ death and resurrection is the center of the gospel. In Adam, we were spiritually dead in sin, 
but Jesus died to pay for our sins. Jesus is alive! God gives new life to everyone who trusts in Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• Why is it important that Jesus came back to life?

• How do we know Jesus is alive? Where is He today?

• How does Jesus’ empty tomb affect how we live today?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus’ death and resurrection is the center of the gospel. In Adam, we were spiritually dead in sin, 
but Jesus died to pay for our sins. Jesus is alive! God gives new life to everyone who trusts in Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• Find John 3:30 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for the gift of salvation through His Son
and for the hope of life with Him forever.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ Romans 8:11

❏ Acts 7:55-56

❏ 1 Corinthians 15:57-58

❏ Hebrews 2:9

❏ Ephesians 2:4-5

❏ Ephesians 1:15-23
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Unit 16, Session 2

Nebuchadnezzar’s 
Dream
Daniel 4

Story Point: God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to show that He is in control.

One night, King Nebuchadnezzar had a 
frightening dream. He called for all the wise 
men in Babylon to explain what the dream 
meant, but they did not understand the 
dream. Finally, Nebuchadnezzar told Daniel 
about the dream:

“I saw a big, strong tree. Its top was in the 
sky, and everyone could see it. An angel came 
down from heaven and said, ‘Cut down the 
tree!’ The angel said only the stump and roots 
would be left in the ground. Then the angel 
said the tree’s mind would change from a 
human’s mind into an animal’s mind. He said 
this would happen so that people would know 
God is ruler over human kingdoms.”

“The tree is you,” Daniel explained. “You 
will be driven away from people. You will 
live with wild animals and eat grass. Your 
kingdom will will be restored when you 

acknowledge that God rules over everything.”

A year later, Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
came true. Nebuchadnezzar was driven 
away from people. He ate grass like cattle, 
his hair grew like eagles’ feathers, and his 
nails grew like birds’ claws. After some time, 
Nebuchadnezzar looked up to heaven and 
praised God. He acknowledged that God rules 
over everything. His kingdom was restored to 
him, and Nebuchadnezzar gave glory to God.

Christ Connection: Pride steals God’s glory. 
God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar so he could 
see that God alone deserves glory. Jesus is the 
King of kings who humbled Himself by coming 
to earth and dying on the cross. Jesus saves 
sinners so we can live for God’s glory.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• What are some words you think of when talking about dreams? Fill in the
blanks using words that begin with each letter of the word DREAM.

D _________________________________
R _________________________________
E _________________________________
A _________________________________
M _________________________________

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why do you think Daniel was frightened after he heard the king’s dream?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Pride steals God’s glory. God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar so he could see that God alone 
deserves glory. Jesus is the King of kings who humbled Himself by coming to earth and dying on 
the cross. Jesus saves sinners so we can live for God’s glory.
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APPLY the Story

• Why didn’t God let Nebuchadnezzar continue in his pride? Does God always
punish sin? Why?

• What can I do when I sin?

• How can you practice humility in your life? How can humility help point
others to Jesus?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Pride steals God’s glory. God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar so he could see that God alone 
deserves glory. Jesus is the King of kings who humbled Himself by coming to earth and dying on 
the cross. Jesus saves sinners so we can live for God’s glory.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking Him that He is in control. Pray that you will
remain humble before God and bring glory to Him through your life.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ Galatians 6:7

❏ James 4:6,10

❏ Psalm 121:1-2

❏ Revelation 19:16

❏ Philippians 2:6-11

❏ Isaiah 2:17
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Unit 16, Session 3

Daniel in the 
Lions’ Den
Daniel 6

Story Point: God shut the mouths of the lions to save Daniel.

King Darius decided to put Daniel in 
charge of all of Babylon. The other leaders 
were jealous. The leaders knew Daniel obeyed 
God, so they made a plan to get Daniel in 
trouble for praying. They said to King Darius, 
“King, all of your leaders think it would be a 
good idea to pass a law: For the next 30 days, 
no one may pray to any god or man except 
to you. Anyone who disobeys the law will 
be thrown into the lions’ den.” King Darius 
agreed to pass the law.

Daniel knew the law meant he was not 
allowed to pray to God. Still, Daniel went 
into his house and prayed to God three times 
a day, just like he had always done. The 
jealous leaders saw Daniel praying, and they 
told the king that Daniel had broken the law. 
King Darius was upset. He didn’t want to 
punish Daniel. “The law can’t be changed,” 
the men reminded King Darius.

So King Darius ordered Daniel to be 
thrown into the lions’ den. As soon as the sun 
came up the next morning, the king hurried 
to the lions’ den. He cried out, “Daniel, has 
your God rescued you from the lions?”

Daniel shouted back, “God sent His angel 
to shut the lions’ mouths! I am safe!” The 
king was so happy! He ordered for Daniel to 
be taken out of the lions’ den. King Darius 
made a new law: everyone must respect God. 
The king wrote, “The living God … has 
rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”

Christ Connection: God showed His power 
to rescue Daniel from the lions, but Daniel 
was just a small part of a much bigger story. 
God ultimately rescued us from a much 
bigger problem—sin and death—through His 
Son, Jesus.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• List your top three worries in life. How can you trust Jesus with each?

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What do you think Daniel’s faith and God’s protection over him taught
King Darius?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God showed His power to rescue Daniel from the lions, but Daniel was just a small part of a 
much bigger story. God ultimately rescued us from a much bigger problem—sin and death—
through His Son, Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• How did Daniel’s obedience to God point others to God?

• Is everything in life easy if we just obey God?

• How can you trust God when facing something hard?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God showed His power to rescue Daniel from the lions, but Daniel was just a small part of a 
much bigger story. God ultimately rescued us from a much bigger problem—sin and death—
through His Son, Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking the Lord for the gift of salvation from sin
and death through His Son, Jesus.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ James 1:12

❏ Romans 8:26

❏ 1 Corinthians 16:13

❏ Psalm 34:4-5

❏ Philippians 2:14-15

❏ Psalm 56:3-4
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Unit 16, Session 4

Daniel’s 
Dream
Daniel 7

Story Point: God is the eternal King who judges the nations.

In the first year that Belshazzar was the 
king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream. Four 
big creatures came up from the sea, each 
different from the others. Daniel had never 
seen animals like these before.

The first creature was like a lion, but it 
had wings like an eagle. The second creature 
was like a bear. The third creature was like a 
leopard, but it had four wings on its back and 
four heads. The fourth creature was strong 
and scary; it had large teeth made of iron and 
destroyed everything in its path.

Then Daniel saw a place in heaven with 
thrones. God sat down on a throne to judge 
the creatures.

Suddenly, the Son of Man came. God gave 
Him power to rule over everything. He was 
the king, and people of every nation and 
language served Him. His kingdom would last 

forever; it would never be destroyed.

God gave Daniel the ability to understand 
what the dreams meant. The four creatures 
were four kings who ruled on earth. Their 
rule would not last forever. God would give 
His people the kingdom forever and ever.

Christ Connection: Jesus is King over all 
things. God allows people to rule for a short 
time, but one day Jesus will return and set up 
His perfect kingdom. Everyone who trusts in 
Jesus will be welcomed into His kingdom, and 
His kingdom will last forever.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Find these key words from Daniel 7 in the word search: Babylon, bear,
Belshazzar, creatures, Daniel, dream, eagle, forever, horns, kingdom, leopard,
lion, power, thrones, windstorm, wings.

K X V M C R E A T U R E S R D U L H K R
M L E N K W J C V I K I N G D O M S R J
N I I T G L I U V S K H J E A G L E B H
Y F F O E Q S N F B E L S H A Z Z A R P
O M X I N M D U D O L E O P A R D G S V
W I N G S V P R R S R F V B H H V R I Z
D A J T H R O N E S T E A G S O A E Z I
D N N P K Q S X A L K O V R S E R G Y H
Q P O W E R E F M R M S R E B T P N Q D
R M N B A B Y L O N K U B M R Z O S S B

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What happened to the four creatures? What is God’s role over earthly
kingdoms?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus is King over all things. God allows people to rule for a short time, but one day Jesus will 
return and set up His perfect kingdom. Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be welcomed into His 
kingdom, and His kingdom will last forever.
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APPLY the Story

• What is the difference between earthly kingdoms and God’s kingdom?

• Who is always in control?

• How should we live, knowing God is the eternal King?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Jesus is King over all things. God allows people to rule for a short time, but one day Jesus will 
return and set up His perfect kingdom. Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be welcomed into His 
kingdom, and His kingdom will last forever.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, praising God as the King over all kings who welcomes
into His kingdom everyone who trusts in Him.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ Romans 13:1

❏ 1 Timothy 2:1-2

❏ Romans 12:19

❏ Psalm 31:17

❏ Psalm 47:8-9

❏ Jeremiah 17:13
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Unit 17, Session 1

Obadiah the 
Prophet
Obadiah

Story Point: God promised to restore Israel and rule the earth as King.

God had news about a country called 
Edom. The people who lived in Edom were 
like brothers to the people in Judah. Both 
groups were descendants of Isaac’s twin sons, 
Jacob and Esau. The people in Edom came 
from the family of Esau; God’s people came 
from the family of Jacob.

The people of Edom didn’t love God. 
The people thought they were better than 
everyone else. The Edomites didn’t get along 
with God’s people in Judah. God said He was 
going to punish Edom.

“Listen up!” God said. “Out of all the 
nations, you will be the least important. No 
one will like you. You were proud, and I will 
punish you. You thought you were safe, but I 
will bring you down.”

Obadiah’s message for the people of Edom 
was bad news. God said to Edom, “You were 

cruel to the people in Judah, so you will be 
punished. Every bad thing you did to others 
will be done to you.”

“The Day of the Lord is near,” Obadiah 
warned.

Obadiah’s message from God had good 
news for God’s people. “My people will have 
the land that belongs to Edom,” God said. 
God’s people would return to their homes 
and God would take care of His people, but 
Edom’s punishment was forever. 

Christ Connection: Like God’s people 
were mistreated by the people of Edom, Jesus 
was mistreated by His own people. God will 
punish sin. Jesus died on the cross to take the 
punishment we deserve for our sin. We can trust 
Jesus to make wrong things right.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• For each blank, circle the word that fits best:

The people who lived in Edom were like brothers to the people in Judah. 
Both groups were descendants of __________ (Abraham’s / Isaac’s) twin 
sons, Jacob and Esau.

The people in Edom came from the family of __________ (Esau / Moses). 
God’s people came from the family of __________ (Joseph / Jacob).

Obadiah’s message for the people of Edom was __________ (good / bad) 
news. God said, “Every bad thing you did to others will be done to you.”

Obadiah’s message from God had __________ (good / bad) news for God’s 
people. God’s people would return to their homes and God would take care 
of His people, but Edom’s punishment was forever. 

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Was Obadiah a perfect prophet? Is there any such thing as a perfect
prophet?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Like God’s people were mistreated by the people of Edom, Jesus was mistreated by His own people. 
God will punish sin. Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment we deserve for our sin. We can 
trust Jesus to make wrong things right.
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APPLY the Story

• What consequences did Edom face for their mistreatment of Israel? Will we
face what we deserve for our sin? Why?

• A lot of the problems from today’s story happened because the families of
two brothers didn’t get along. What could you do this week to get along
with brothers, sisters, or friends?

• Do you think God can fix this broken world? Why?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Like God’s people were mistreated by the people of Edom, Jesus was mistreated by His own people. 
God will punish sin. Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment we deserve for our sin. We can 
trust Jesus to make wrong things right.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Jeremiah 29:11 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for sending Jesus to rescue and restore.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ Micah 6:8

❏ Hebrews 12:28-29

❏ Jeremiah 20:13

❏ Obadiah 21

❏ 1 Corinthians 3:19-20

❏ Matthew 5:44
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Unit 17, Session 2

The Captives 
Came Home
Ezra 1–3

Story Point: God kept His promise to bring His people home.

Cyrus, king of Persia, had taken over 
Babylon. Cyrus said, “Let all of God’s people 
go back to Jerusalem so they can rebuild 
the Lord’s temple. The exile was over! God’s 
people were free to go back to their homes. 

Zerubbabel and the high priest led God’s 
people back to Judah. They settled in their 
hometowns and set up their houses. Then the 
people met together in Jerusalem to rebuild 
the Lord’s temple.

First, the priests rebuilt the altar. When the 
altar was finished, they offered burnt offerings 
to God.

Then God’s people gave money to 
stonecutters and carpenters who would 
work on God’s temple. They paid people to 
bring cedar logs to Jerusalem. They laid the 
foundation of the temple.

When the foundation was finished, the 
priests put on special clothes, and the people 
praised God.

Not everyone was happy though. Some 
of the older people remembered what the 
temple had looked like 70 years ago, before it 
had been destroyed. They cried. The noise of 
the crying and shouting was so loud that the 
people could be heard far away.

Christ Connection: Zerubbabel led God’s 
people back to the temple to rebuild it. The 
temple was the place where God met with His 
people on earth. Jesus came to earth to rescue 
God’s people. One day Jesus will return to restore 
a greater home for all of God’s people, and we 
will spend eternity with Him.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Fill in the missing vowels to complete today’s story point:

G ___ D K ___ P T H ___ S P R ___ M ___ S ___ T ___

B R ___ N G H ___ S P ___ ___ P L ___ H ___ M ___ .

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why were some of the people sad about the temple?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Zerubbabel led God’s people back to the temple to rebuild it. The temple was the place where 
God met with His people on earth. Jesus came to earth to rescue God’s people. One day Jesus will 
return to restore a greater home for all of God’s people, and we will spend eternity with Him.
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APPLY the Story

• What promise did God keep for His people?

• How do we know we can we trust God to keep His promises?

• Will you trust God when things don’t make sense? Why?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Zerubbabel led God’s people back to the temple to rebuild it. The temple was the place where 
God met with His people on earth. Jesus came to earth to rescue God’s people. One day Jesus will 
return to restore a greater home for all of God’s people, and we will spend eternity with Him.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Jeremiah 29:11 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, acknowledging God’s faithfulness and love.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ 1 Peter 5:10

❏ 2 Corinthians 5:6-8

❏ Jeremiah 29:10

❏ Hebrews 10:23

❏ Proverbs 3:5-6

❏ 1 Chronicles 16:34
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Unit 17, Session 3

The Temple 
Was Rebuilt
Ezra 4–6; Haggai

Story Point: God’s people rebuilt the temple to glorify God.

After living in Babylon for 70 years, God’s 
people were home! A group had returned to 
Jerusalem to rebuild God’s temple. They had 
started the work, but their neighbors didn’t 
want them to rebuild the temple, so they 
stopped building. God sent the prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah to encourage the 
people. So the leaders—Zerubbabel and 
Joshua—started working on the temple again.

A governor named Tattenai noticed God’s 
people had started to rebuild the temple 
again. Tattenai sent a report to King Darius 
in Persia. This is what Tattenai’s letter to 
King Darius said: “The people in Judah are 
building the temple of the great God. They 
said King Cyrus gave them permission to 
rebuild the temple. Please search the royal 
records to see if this is true.”

King Darius’s officials searched the royal 

records for Cyrus’s order. They found it.

So King Darius sent a letter back to 
Tattenai. He gave this order: “Stay away from 
the workers in Jerusalem. Don’t bother them 
or try to stop them. Give them whatever they 
need.”

Tattenai and the other officials obeyed 
King Darius’s order. The Jewish leaders kept 
building, and they finally finished the temple 
of God! The people celebrated and made 
offerings to God.

Christ Connection: God’s people rebuilt the 
temple so they would have a place to worship 
God. Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
be with His people. Now God dwells not in 
the temple, but directly with His people. Jesus 
provided something better than the temple; He 
gives us Himself.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Number these Bible stories in the order they happened. Then arrange each
corresponding letter to discover the name of an important place in today’s
Bible story.

_____ L - Judah Was Taken Captive (2 Chronicles 36)
_____ E - Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6)
_____ T - God Created the World (Genesis 1)
_____ M - The Battle of Jericho (Joshua 2; 6)
_____ P - Solomon Built the Temple (1 Kings 6–8)
_____ E - The Red Sea Crossing (Exodus 13–15)

• What does this story teach us about God?

• Why did God’s people want to rebuild the temple?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to worship God. Years later, God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be with His people. Now God dwells not in the temple, but directly with His 
people. Jesus provided something better than the temple; He gives us Himself.
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APPLY the Story

• How did rebuilding the temple bring glory to God?

• The Bible tells us that we are God’s temple. How should that impact the way
we relate to one another or see ourselves?

• Why is God the best foundation for our lives?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to worship God. Years later, God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be with His people. Now God dwells not in the temple, but directly with His 
people. Jesus provided something better than the temple; He gives us Himself.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Jeremiah 29:11 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for sending Jesus to dwell among us.
Ask for ears to hear and hearts to respond to the Holy Spirit’s guidance.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ Hebrews 10:11-12

❏ John 1:14

❏ 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

❏ 1 Corinthians 3:11

❏ Luke 21:5-6

❏ Ephesians 2:20-22
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Unit 17, Session 4

Zechariah the 
Prophet
Zechariah

Story Point: Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.

When God’s people stopped rebuilding 
God’s temple, God sent prophets to give His 
people a message. Zechariah was one of the 
prophets who told the people what God said. 
This was God’s message: “Return to Me, and I 
will return to you.”

One night, Zechariah saw eight visions; 
each was a different message from God about 
something that was going to happen. First, 
Zechariah saw a man riding on a red horse. 
Second, Zechariah saw four horns. Third, he 
saw four craftsmen. Fourth, Zechariah saw a 
man going out to measure Jerusalem, but the 
city could not be measured because it was too 
big for walls. 

Fifth, Zechariah saw a solid gold 
lampstand. Sixth, Zechariah saw a flying 
scroll. In the seventh vision, a woman 
sat inside a basket. In the eighth vision, 

Zechariah saw four chariots.

God told Zechariah to collect silver and 
gold to make crowns and place them on 
the head of Joshua, the high priest. Joshua’s 
crowns meant that a special king was coming 
to bring peace for everyone. “Look, your 
King is coming to you; He is righteous and 
victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey,” Zechariah 
said. God promised to bless His people and 
punish the rest of the nations for their sin. 
One day everyone will worship the Lord.

Christ Connection: God was going to help His 
people and give them a different kind of king. 
Jesus is the King who came and rode humbly 
on a donkey, just as Zechariah said. Because 
Zechariah’s prophecy came true in Jesus, we can 
have hope and forgiveness of sins when we trust 
in Jesus.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Unscramble the Bible book names of the Major and Minor Prophets. Use the
table of contents in your Bible if you need help.

MAJOR PROPHETS

1. AIASIH

2. MIREEHJA

3. MOLEINASATNT

4. KIEZEEL

5. AILDEN

MINOR PROPHETS

1. AEOSH

2. LEJO

3. MOAS

4. HIOBAAD

5. OAJNH

6. CMAIH

7. MHNAU

8. AKUBHKKA

9. EHHAPAINZ

10. IGAGAH

11. AHARIZCEH

12. AMACHIL

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How many visions did Zechariah see? What did they mean?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God was going to help His people and give them a different kind of king. Jesus is the King who 
came and rode humbly on a donkey, just as Zechariah said. Because Zechariah’s prophecy came 
true in Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of sins when we trust in Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• What was the main message Zechariah came to deliver?

• Describe a time when you tried to do the right thing when everyone around
you was doing the wrong thing.

• How can we be encouraged to obey God even when it’s difficult?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God was going to help His people and give them a different kind of king. Jesus is the King who 
came and rode humbly on a donkey, just as Zechariah said. Because Zechariah’s prophecy came 
true in Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of sins when we trust in Jesus.
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APPLY the Story

• Find Jeremiah 29:11 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, acknowledging God as the one eternal King. Ask God
to help you follow Jesus and share with others the good news that Jesus
saves and is coming again.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ James 4:8

❏ John 15:14

❏ John 4:25-26

❏ John 1:41

❏ Romans 12:12

❏ Romans 8:24-25
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Unit 18, Session 1

Esther Saved 
Her People
Esther

Story Point: God made Esther a queen to protect His people.

The king of Persia chose Esther to be his 
queen. Esther didn’t tell the king that she was 
a Jew. One day, Mordecai heard that Haman 
was planning to kill all the Jews. Mordecai 
was upset! He was a Jew; he didn’t want all the 
people he loved to be killed. Mordecai told 
Esther about Haman’s evil plan. Mordecai 
said, “Ask the king to save the Jewish people.”

“No one can approach the king unless the 
king calls for that person first,” Esther said. 
“The punishment is death—unless the king 
holds out his scepter.”

Mordecai said, “If you don’t stop Haman, 
he will kill you too. Maybe this is why you are 
the queen.” Esther went to the king. He held 
out his golden scepter. “What is it, Queen 
Esther?” Esther invited the king and Haman 
to a feast. After eating, the king said, “What 
do you want, Queen Esther?” Esther invited 

him to another feast. The next day, Haman 
and the king went to Esther’s feast. After 
eating, the king said, “What do you want, 
Queen Esther?”

Esther spoke up, “There is a plan to kill me 
and my people.” The king replied, “Who is 
responsible for this plan?”

“This evil enemy—Haman!” Esther said. 
The king was angry! He punished Haman 
and made a law to keep the Jewish people safe 
from their enemies.

Christ Connection: God was in control over 
Haman’s evil plan to destroy the Jews. Like 
Haman, Satan wants to ruin God’s plan and 
destroy believers. Satan thought he had won 
when Jesus died on the cross, but God raised 
Jesus from the dead and defeated Satan once and 
for all. All who believe in Jesus are rescued from 
sin and death.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Use the blank area to draw a portrait of yourself as a king or queen. Then
use the blank lines to write down the top three rules you would enforce in
your kingdom.

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How did Mordecai help Esther?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God was in control over Haman’s evil plan to destroy the Jews. Like Haman, Satan wants to ruin 
God’s plan and destroy believers. Satan thought he had won when Jesus died on the cross, but 
God raised Jesus from the dead and defeated Satan once and for all. All who believe in Jesus are 
rescued from sin and death.
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APPLY the Story

• How was Esther able to save her people?

• How does Esther remind us of Jesus?

• How can you be part of God’s plan?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God was in control over Haman’s evil plan to destroy the Jews. Like Haman, Satan wants to ruin 
God’s plan and destroy believers. Satan thought he had won when Jesus died on the cross, but 
God raised Jesus from the dead and defeated Satan once and for all. All who believe in Jesus are 
rescued from sin and death.

Unit 18, Session 1 40



APPLY the Story

• Find 1 Peter 5:10 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, acknowledging that God has a plan for our lives.
Praise Him for sending Jesus, and pray for the Holy Spirit to guide you to
live for God’s glory.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ 1 Corinthians 1:26-28

❏ Philippians 2:5-8

❏ Psalm 138:8

❏ 1 Peter 5:8

❏ Hebrews 2:14-15

❏ Philippians 3:18-20
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Unit 18 Session 2

The Walls 
Rebuilt
Nehemiah 1–6

Story Point: God used Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls.

God’s people had lived in Babylon for 70 
years. Then King Cyrus, the king of Persia, 
took over Babylon and let them go home. 
Nehemiah stayed and worked for the king of 
Persia. One day, some men came from Judah. 
Nehemiah asked, “How are God’s people 
doing in Jerusalem?” The men had bad news: 
“The people are in trouble. The walls around 
Jerusalem are broken down, and the gates 
have been burned down.”

Nehemiah cried. The king asked, “What’s 
wrong?” Nehemiah said, “The city where my 
ancestors are from is in ruins.”

The king sent Nehemiah to Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah inspected the walls and led the 
people to start rebuilding the walls and gates. 
Not everyone was happy that Jerusalem’s 
walls were being rebuilt. Some men who lived 
nearby were angry. God’s people kept working 

on the walls, but their enemies made a plan to 
attack them and stop their work.

Nehemiah reminded the people that God 
was with them. “Don’t be afraid. God is great 
and powerful!”

So God’s people went back to work. Some 
stood guard with weapons, and others worked 
on the wall. In just 52 days, the wall was 
complete! All of Jerusalem’s enemies were 
afraid because they knew God was with His 
people.

Christ Connection: Nehemiah led the people 
to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem to protect 
them from their enemies. Jesus came to protect us 
from our greatest enemy, sin and death. He died 
on the cross and rose from the dead to rescue 
everyone who trusts in Him.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Fill in the missing words. Each word begins with the last letter of the
previous word you filled in. (Example: If you filled in apple, the next blank
would start with e.):

N__________ was working for King Cyrus, but he heard that his people 
needed ___________. Nehemiah talked to the King of ___________, 
even though he was ___________ he might get in trouble for being 
sad in front of the king. The king sent Nehemiah to Jerusalem to 
help. The people worked hard, but they were scared of their enemies. 
Nehemiah said “___________ be afraid. God is great and powerful!” They 
___________ God, and God protected them.

Word list: afraid, don’t, help, Nehemiah, Persia, trusted

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How do we show we trust in God?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem to protect them from their 
enemies. Jesus came to protect us from our greatest enemy, sin and death. He died on the cross 
and rose from the dead to rescue everyone who trusts in Him.
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APPLY the Story

• What was the first thing Nehemiah did after hearing about Jerusalem?

• What feelings might prompt you to pray?

• What situation do you need to pray about this week? How can you remind
yourself to “pray without ceasing”?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem to protect them from their 
enemies. Jesus came to protect us from our greatest enemy, sin and death. He died on the cross 
and rose from the dead to rescue everyone who trusts in Him.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 Peter 5:10 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for always having a plan and asking Him
to help you trust Him and His good plan.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ 2 Timothy 3:12-15

❏ Matthew 5:10-12

❏ 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18

❏ Psalm 34:17

❏ Colossians 4:2

❏ Psalm 4:8
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Unit 18, Session 3

God’s People 
Repented
Nehemiah 8–13

Story Point: God’s people repented and promised to be faithful.

All the people in Jerusalem gathered 
together early in the morning at one of the 
city gates. Men, women, and children—
anyone who could understand—came to 
listen to the reading of God’s Word.

As the sun was just coming up, Ezra the 
priest brought out the book of the law. God’s 
words were written on a scroll. Ezra stood on 
a high wooden platform and began to read.

Ezra read the law for hours, and all the 
people listened carefully. The people stood 
up; they had respect for God’s Word. Ezra 
praised God, and the people lifted up their 
hands. The people in the crowd worshiped 
God. Some of the leaders explained the law 
to the people The people began to cry. The 
people realized they had sinned.

Ezra, the Levites, and Nehemiah the 
governor said, “This day is holy to the Lord 

your God. Do not be sad or cry.” Even though 
the people’s sin made them sad, this was a 
happy day.

Ezra said to them, “Go home and prepare 
a feast! Eat rich food and drink sweet drinks. 
Share what you have.” And again Ezra said, 
“Today is holy to the Lord our God. This 
is not a day to be sad because the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.”

Nehemiah led God’s people to repent and 
confess their sin. They agreed to worship only 
God and promised to obey Him.

Christ Connection: God’s Word is powerful. 
When Ezra read God’s Word, the people loved 
God more and changed their ways. The Bible 
says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who 
came to live with people on earth. Jesus has the 
power to change our hearts.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• The people of Jerusalem had a celebration after the walls were finished.
When people throw a party, they often send out an invitation. Use the
information you learned today to create an invitation for the reading of
God’s Word at the city gate.

Who:
What:
When:
Where:
Why:

• What does this story teach us about God?

• How did the people react to hearing God’s words?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra read God’s Word, the people loved God more and changed 
their ways. The Bible says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who came to live with people on 
earth. Jesus has the power to change our hearts.
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APPLY the Story

• How did the Israelites’ view of God’s Word help them make the right choice?

• How does God’s Word change us today?

• What are some ways people should respond to God’s Word today?

CHRIST CONNECTION
God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra read God’s Word, the people loved God more and changed 
their ways. The Bible says that Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who came to live with people on 
earth. Jesus has the power to change our hearts.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 Peter 5:10 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for giving you the Bible to help you
follow Him. Ask Him to open your eyes to where you need to repent and turn
away from sin and self.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ Nehemiah 9:29-31

❏ Luke 15:7

❏ Acts 5:31

❏ Hebrews 12:7-11

❏ Hebrews 4:12

❏ Hebrews 13:7
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Unit 18, Session 4

Malachi the 
Prophet
Malachi

Story Point: Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare for the Messiah.

God loved His people, and He wanted 
them to be holy. He wanted them to obey 
Him completely. So God sent a message to 
His people through the prophet Malachi. He 
told the people about their sins and called 
them to turn back to Him.

The priests had disobeyed God. They 
offered as sacrifices animals that were stolen, 
lame, or sick. They turned people away from 
God and taught them wrong things.

God warned that a day of judgment is 
coming when God will punish sin and reward 
righteousness. God would send a messenger to 
get people ready for God’s promised Messiah. 
Next, God talked about some of the wrong 
things the people were doing. They were not 
offering to God a share of their wealth. Some 
of the people were saying things about God 
that weren’t true.

Other people did honor God, and God 
noticed them. “They will be Mine,” God said. 
“I will have compassion on them.”

Malachi told the people to be patient. God 
had not forgotten about them. Life was not 
easy, but if they served God and followed 
Him, they would be happy on the day when 
God would keep His promise to rescue His 
people.

Christ Connection: Malachi was a 
messenger—a prophet—who told God’s people 
to repent. Malachi also told about another 
messenger God would send. This messenger, John 
the Baptist, would call people to repent and get 
them ready for a final Messenger, Jesus Christ. 
Jesus would bring good news of salvation.
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Bible tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the 

Bible fit together to tell us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

• Today we learned about Malachi, who pointed to the next messenger, who
ultimately pointed to Jesus. Can you decode this message? Hint: Each letter
below points to the next letter in the alphabet.

I D R T R H R B N L H M F
↓ ↓  ↓  ↓  ↓  ↓  ↓  ↓  ↓  ↓  ↓  ↓  ↓

__ __ __ __ __  __ __  __ __ __ __ __ __

• What does this story teach us about God?

• What message did Malachi share with God’s people?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—who told God’s people to repent. Malachi also told about 
another messenger God would send. This messenger, John the Baptist, would call people to repent 
and get them ready for a final Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of salvation.
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APPLY the Story

• Why do you think the people offered God their sick animals instead of their
healthy animals?

• What does it mean to sacrifice something?

• What is something you can give to God this week?

CHRIST CONNECTION
Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—who told God’s people to repent. Malachi also told about 
another messenger God would send. This messenger, John the Baptist, would call people to repent 
and get them ready for a final Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of salvation.
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APPLY the Story

• Find 1 Peter 5:10 in your Bible and write the words below.

• Write a prayer to God, thanking God for having compassion on us. Ask Him to
help you obey Him completely in everything He asks.

READ THE WORD
Read one of the following passages each day this week:

❏ 1 Samuel 15:22

❏ Psalm 51:16-17

❏ Romans 12:1-2

❏ Matthew 11:10-11

❏ Mark 1:1-3

❏ John 13:16
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