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History of the Chrismon Tree
Chrismon ornaments were first developed by Frances Kipps Spencer 
at Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia. In 1957, 
Mrs. Spencer began thinking about a way to decorate the Christmas 
tree in her church that would be more suitable for the Sanctuary. She 
thought that the traditional bright ornaments were not appropriate 
for a worship setting and began looking for something that would 
rreflect the Christian faith.

Mrs. Spencer decided to place the name of Jesus and his title, Christ, 
on the tree. Rather than using English, however, she used the Greek 
monograms. This is why the Greek “Chi Rho” became one of the 
earliest Chrismons (monograms for Christos- the Greek word for 
Christ.) These simple monograms and some crosses decorated the 
first Chrismon Tree.

OOver the years other designs and symbols utilized by early Christians 
were added to the tree, always gold or white in color to symbolize the 
purity and royalty of Jesus, our Messiah. We now see designs 
referencing Jesus’ life, ministry, and teachings as well. The 
Ornaments can be made of almost anything!

What now?
We want to challenge you and your home to make or purchase a gold 
oor white ornament that symbolizes Christ.  Write your families name 
on the back of the ornament as well as a verse to help us tie your 
ornament to the image of Christ used in the Bible.  Example: you 
could have a ornament that looks like bread and print the reference 
in John 6 about Jesus stating that he is the “Bread of Life.”  The idea 
is that by Christmas, our Sunnybrook family has come together to 
decorate the tree completely as each family contributes one ornament!  
JJust bring the ornament with you and place it on the tree!


