
You would think Jacob would have known better. He had 
seen how favoritism could tear apart a family. It was the 
story of his upbringing in a home where his father favored 
his brother, Esau, and his mother favored him. 

And yet, the only thing Jacob seemed to learn from that 
was how to play favorites. He played favorites with his 
wwife, Rachel, and his son, Joseph. It is no surprise to see 
the results were the same: a divided family.

As we consider a father’s (Jacob) unequal love for his 
children, we should be drawn to delight in the Father’s (
God) equal and steadfast love for His children. God does 
not play favorites within His family. All who have trusted in 
Christ are invited to approach God as our loving Father. 
AAs we do, we should be drawn toward one another as well. 
We are to seek to love all of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ as God does, with the love He gives us. 

How might you show the sin of favoritism toward 
some of God’s family at times, either in your heart 
or through your actions?



Joseph’s brothers were so wounded by their 
father’s favoritism that they wanted to kill their younger 
brother. It was only because of Reuben—the oldest 
brother who probably felt some sort of responsibility—
that the brothers backed off of their plan and threw 
Joseph into a pit instead. 

BBut a new opportunity presented itself. When Judah 
saw a caravan of traders approaching, he asked his 
brothers what they would gain by killing Joseph. Instead, 
they chose to make a few bucks off of their brother and 
sold him to the Midianites. 

Sin was wreaking havoc in yet another generation of 
this family, but there was a way to break the chain. 
GGod worked in Joseph, and later his brothers, to change 
them. Sin is inherited and many sins are learned behaviors. 
But God’s grace and mercy made known to us in the 
gospel is greater. Christ has crushed sin under His heel, 
and in doing so, He has freed us from its power in our lives. 

What sins do you feel enslaved to? What do you 
need to repent of and trust in Christ for deliverance?

Not as a clueless Father, but an all-knowing Father 
who working providentially to bring the cross to pass 
so we might experience salvation from our sin.

How does God knowing what Jesus would 
experience and working to bring it to pass deepen 
your understanding of the gospel and love for Him?

Jacob was apparently clueless about the sinfulness 
of his favoritism of Joseph, but that was not all he 
missed. He also seems to have had no idea how 
deeply his favoritism wounded his other sons. Jacob 
used Joseph sort of like a spy to report on his older 
brothers, causing Joseph to bring back at least one 
bbad report (37:2). Jacob was most likely clueless to 
the danger he placed Joseph in when he sent him to 
check on his brothers again. He had no idea what 
destruction his poor decision would cause; how Joseph 
would be rejected by his brothers, betrayed, and nearly 
killed. 

But there is a Father who did know the perils His Son 
wwould face because of His decision to send Him to His 
own. He knew His Son would be rejected, betrayed, 
and would not escape death, but would be executed 
while His people mocked Him. Of course, we are talking 
about God sending Christ Jesus. 



We shouldn’t read past verse 1 too quickly. Instead, we 
should sit with it for a few minutes and consider how this 
affected Joseph. He was a 17-year-old pampered boy, all 
alone in a foreign land. True, his eleven brothers were not 
fond of him, but they were his family. Before he had lived 
with his people in his land. But because of his brothers’ 
bbetrayal, he was a slave in a distant land with a people 
not his own. We need to appreciate the loneliness Joseph 
probably felt. When we do, we can see the beauty of 
verse 2: “The Lord was with Joseph.”

We all feel alone at different times, but the amazing promise 
of Scripture is that followers of Christ are never alone 
(Matt. 28:20). We may feel like Joseph did because we are 
aalso away from our families. But the truth is that we are not 
alone: God is with us. We may relate to Joseph because 
those we care about—those we thought loved us—betrayed 
us and wounded us deeply. But God is with us. We may feel 
like Joseph did because we cannot relate to anyone around 
us. But God still is with us.

How has the promise that God is with you 
comforted you through times of loneliness? 



God was used all of these letdowns in Joseph’s 
life for a greater good. All of his pain and adversity would 
be redeemed one day. Each apparent setback moved him 
one step closer to Pharaoh’s court. 

As we try to be faithful to God, we need to remember 
this too. Sometimes our faithful obedience will lead where 
wwe expect; we will see God bring good from it. At other 
times, our faithful obedience will lead where Joseph’s did
—we will experience adversity because of it, but in time 
we will see how God used it for His good. But there is a 
third way God might use our faithful obedience. We might 
experience adversity because of it but never see God 
bring good from it in this life. During these times we need 
tto be careful to understand that God has promised to 
work all things together for His glory and our good, but 
He has not promised we will see how He does that. As 
God’s people, we must seek to serve God and trust Him, 
whether we see gain and reward or not. 

How has God brought good from adversity you have 
experienced because of your obedience?

The problem is that sometimes what God calls “good” 
and what we call “good” are not the same. When that 
happens, our dictionary is the one that is off. 

Like Joseph, we may suffer for our obedience in this 
life. Why is this better than prospering in sin? 

In Genesis 38, we learned that Judah’s wife, Shua, 
died (v. 12). Some time later, he saw a veiled woman he 
thought was a prostitute and went over to her and asked 
to sleep with her (38:16). This account of Judah seeking 
comfort by seeking out a prostitute is contrasted with 
Joseph in Potiphar’s house in the next chapter. Joseph 
ssurely needed some comfort after all he had been 
through. The potential comfort was seeking him out in 
the form of Potiphar’s wife, who was making advances 
toward him. But Joseph did not give into the temptation. 
Day after day he refused, appealing to his respect for 
Potiphar and more importantly his reverence for God, 
which eventually cost him greatly. 

BBecause of sin, our hearts are hard-wired toward 
moralism. We believe that if we do good things, if we 
obey God, then we will experience good things in life—
He will reward us. But moralism tries to define what is 
good. Sure, when we obey God with the right motive—
out of love—good will result. 



Joseph was a smart guy. We see this in how he managed 
Potiphar’s house, the prison, and the distribution of grain in 
Egypt. More importantly, we see this in the way Joseph 
trusted God. We see this in how God blessed him and gave 
him wisdom in what he did. Surely, then, Joseph connected 
the dots of his life. Surely, he understood how God used 
eaceach link in the chain of events of his life—even the painful 
ones—to bring him to his position of authority, beneath 
only Pharaoh.

And yet, when Joseph saw his brothers, it appears that 
his reaction—treating them like strangers and speaking 
harshly to them—was instinctive. It was his gut response
—or more aptly his heart response—to seeing his brothers 
wwho had hurt him so deeply. Twenty years had passed, 
but the wound was deep and seeing them reopened it.
As we continue reading through Joseph’s account, we will 
see God working on his heart, to bring it to the place his 
mind surely was. 

This is the beauty of God’s work in us—He is after 
our complete, not partial, transformation by the 
power of the gospel.

What are some areas of your life—thoughts, 
emotions, or behaviors—where you recognize your 
need for the gospel to change you?



Can you imagine what it must have been like for 
Jacob as he traveled from his home to Egypt where 
his beloved son, the son he thought was dead, awaited 
him? The excitement? The nervousness? The agony of 
each mile passing by too slowly? 

As they drew close, Jacob sent Judah ahead to prepare 
ffor their arrival in Goshen. In this simple act, we see a 
beautiful picture of grace. Judah, the son who had played 
such a significant role in tearing the two apart was given 
the opportunity to play a role in bringing them back 
together. Judah was no longer the agent of their 
separation, he became the facilitator of their reunion. 
We don’t know why Jacob chose Judah for this task. 
HHe may have consciously given this to his son as a gift 
of grace. Or it may have been for another reason. But 
what we do know is that this is what God affords us, 
in Christ. We too were once estranged from God our 
Father, in open rebellion against Him and His Son. 

Yet, in Christ, we have been given the privilege of 
declaring the gospel to the nations—to be used by 
God, because of His grace, to play a role in seeing 
people reconciled to God. 

Who do you know who you can share the gospel with 
this week?

Do you need to extend forgiveness to someone? 
What step will you take to do that?

It’s important to pay attention to the reason Joseph 
gave his brothers for not being grieved or angry with 
themselves—the basis of the forgiveness he extended 
toward them. It was not because of the changes he saw 
in their behavior. Yes, Joseph was testing them to 
discern if they had changed, but the forgiveness he 
eextended to them was based on something else. It was 
based on his understanding of what God had done 
(vv. 5-8). Joseph was able to see his situation from God’s 
perspective, to realize God was the One who was at work 
behind the sins of his brothers. That is why he forgave, 
and why we should forgive as well.

Our forgiveness can sometimes look more like the 
wworld’s (conditional) forgiveness than God’s. We might 
be willing to forgive if the person who wronged us is 
contrite or at least apologizes. Sometimes, we want 
them to make restitution as well; and then we will forgive. 
But God calls on us to forgive in light of the gospel—in 
light of the forgiveness we have received in Christ. 



As you read through Exodus 1, you might get the 
impression that God was, well, absent. The God who was 
so involved in orchestrating Jacob’s family coming to Egypt 
seemed awfully quiet, four hundred years later. Jacob’s 
family was small, but powerful as Genesis concluded; then 
they became large and powerless. The Pharaoh of Genesis 
wwas kind to Jacob’s family, but the new Pharaoh didn’t 
even know of them. 

But then, we read of a mother who placed her baby along 
the bank of the Nile out of desperation (Ex. 2). What 
happened after that could only be explained by God’s hand. 
The baby was discovered by Pharaoh’s own daughter who 
had compassion on him. If that isn’t amazing enough, 
PPharaoh’s daughter agreed to have Moses’ mother nurse 
him until he was weaned (when he was about 3 or 4 years old). 
With this account opening Exodus 2, ideas of God being 
distant or disineterested in Exodus 1 fall apart. 

God may seem quiet at times, but He never is quiet. 
God was at work behind the scenes in Exodus, just 
as He is at work in our lives today—whether we 
see it or not.

What area of your life do you need to trust that 
God is working in and through?



The burning bush worked; Moses was drawn to 
it, just as God intended. He had to go closer to see why 
it wasn’t being burned up. This was exactly what God 
was guiding Moses to do. But there was another part 
of the equation. As Moses approached, God stopped 
him and told him to take off his shoes because he stood 
oon Holy Ground. This is a picture of God’s immanence 
and transcendence intertwined. God draws us to Himself 
because He is a personal God who wants us to be in 
relationship with Him. At the same time, He is holy and 
set apart from His fallen creation, including the rebellious 
people He loves. This is why Moses could come closer 
to God—even still in sin—but not too close.

TThis is what God does. He makes holy what He 
possesses. We see it here with a patch of ground. We will 
see it later with the tabernacle, namely the Holy of Holies. 
We also see it in our lives. As Christians, we are a holy 
nation (1 Pet. 2:9). Because of God’s presence in us, 
we become holy at the moment of our salvation. 

Only through the ongoing work of God in us and 
through us can we live holy lives as an accurate 
representation of our new, true identities in Christ. 

Why is it important to remember that God makes you 
holy and you cannot be holy on your own?

Only through the ongoing work of God in us and 
through us can we live holy lives as an accurate 
representation of our new, true identities in Christ. 

Why is it important to remember that God makes you 
holy and you cannot be holy on your own?

The burning bush worked; Moses was drawn to it, 
just as God intended. He had to go closer to see why it 
wasn’t being burned up. This was exactly what God was 
guiding Moses to do. But there was another part of the 
equation. As Moses approached, God stopped him and 
told him to take off his shoes because he stood on Holy 
GGround. This is a picture of God’s immanence and 
transcendence intertwined. God draws us to Himself 
because He is a personal God who wants us to be in 
relationship with Him. At the same time, He is holy and 
set apart from His fallen creation, including the rebellious 
people He loves. This is why Moses could come closer 
to God—even still in sin—but not too close.

TThis is what God does. He makes holy what He 
possesses. We see it here with a patch of ground. We will 
see it later with the tabernacle, namely the Holy of Holies. 
We also see it in our lives. As Christians, we are a holy 
nation (1 Pet. 2:9). Because of God’s presence in us, we 
become holy at the moment of our salvation. 


