




“In the first place, you shouldn't believe in promises. The world is full of them: the

promises of riches, of eternal salvation, of infinite love.” So wrote author Paulo Coelho.

You can quickly sense his jaded tone, inviting his readers to wonder what sorts of

personal pain would lead Paulo—and countless others like him—toward such pessimism.

Maybe you can agree with him two-thirds of the way, but eternal salvation? Isn’t that just

the sort of promise the Scriptures offer on nearly every page? Yes, and if you’re willing to

still entertain some virtues that may be on the cultural decline, hope ought to be one we

spend more time cultivating. Hope in an increasingly hopeless world can be tried for

being simple naïveté in sheep’s clothing, but Advent is a yearly gift reminding us that

our strange virtues are indeed still virtuous!

But hope in what? In eternal salvation?

Yes, but also more. Reaching back into the front half of our Bibles, we quickly discover

that we’re dealing with a promise-making God. Even “Let there be light!” is something of

a promise testifying to the unspeakable power of one who has the ability and desire to

create things out of nothing (or later, life out of death!). God promised to undo what

was undone in the Garden (Gen 3). He promised to bless, multiply, and protect his

favorite people (Gen 12). He promised he would deliver his people (Ex 12). He promised

to raise up a perpetual Kingdom for his own glory and the blessing of his favorite

people (2 Sam 7). But doesn’t this short list just demonstrate how slow some of God’s

promises are to be fulfilled?
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In other words, if God has the power to speak stars into existence in a matter of

milliseconds, why is he seemingly so slow to fix everything that went wrong in

Genesis 3?

One possible answer: hope?

What if hope is not just a reality we have to accept, but what if it's also a benefit

along the way? The Old Testament concludes with a strange promise:

“Remember the instruction of Moses my servant, the statutes and ordinances I

commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. Look, I am going to send you the prophet

Elijah before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. And he will turn the

hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers.

Otherwise, I will come and strike the land with a curse” (Mal 4:4–6). With several

hundred years left before the first Christmas, God’s people were told to hope by

trusting God’s instructions. Hope in his promises dovetails with obedience. More

than hoping for eternal salvation, we hope for God himself. While we wait for the

Lord to come back, we too must remember the Lord’s promised blessings to

those who follow him faithfully. And inevitably, our hope will manifest in

everything Paolo chooses to doubt: riches, eternal salvation, and infinite love are

all found in the very Savior in whom we hope.

Ryan Vincent
A D U L T  D I S C I P L E S H I P

M I N I S T E R



“Why is what I read in Scripture not matching my experience?” It’s a common

question that many of us have, maybe now more in this season than others.

Good news! It's a question that fits in well with the historic people of God. Listen to

Isaiah’s plea:

"Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains

would tremble before you!" - Isaiah 64:1

It may be hard to imagine, but the prophets wrestled with doubts. Isaiah yearns

for the Lord to step into the scene like he heard about long ago. He stands in the

middle of a time when his knowledge of YHWH isn’t matching his experience.

Where is God? Why is life this way? Why isn’t he experiencing his own salvation?

But notice how Isaiah continues: “For when you did awesome things that we did

not expect, you came down, and the mountains trembled before you.” 

This isn't poetry; this is history. His hope looks backwards, to the Exodus: the time

God stepped into time, when the mountains trembled with fire, and most

importantly, he saved his people. This was a first, Isaiah continues, “Since ancient

times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides

you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.” 
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Scripture is full of these moments: looking ahead by looking backward. And they

called it hope. Examine the psalmist's threefold plea: “Restore us, God Almighty;

make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.” hearkening all the way

back to the high priest’s prayer (Num 6:24-26). Can you hear the plea? Restore us!

Shine upon us! Renew us… just like you did then.

God’s people look forward by looking backward. Their future hope is a historic

hope. And Advent is a time that celebrates the in-between.

The prophets and psalmists did not get to see what we see. They did not see the

Lord rending open the heavens (Lk 3:21), descending on a mountain with a new

Israel, and leading his people out in a new exodus (Lk 9:31). But they hoped for it.

And they waited for it.

Why does Scripture not match experience? I don’t fully know. But maybe we’re

learning to hope in God “who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.” Maybe

hope, like the sequoia, takes years to grow. 

Welcome to hope; welcome to Advent.

Alec Sheets
T H E  T A B L E   O U T R E A C H

M I N I S T E R



A promise. What is a promise? What does a promise entail? What does one

commit to when he or she makes a promise? What does one hope for when a

promise is made to them? When one makes a promise, he or she is committed to

fulfilling a particular thing. A promise brings assurance to a person because there

is an expectation set in place. However, we, as broken people, fail to fulfill the

promises we make with one another because of personal worldly and trivial

matters. We can fail to give these promises by delayed deliverance, an unmet

expectation, or unfortunately, failing to complete it entirely. Though we disappoint

one another with our promises, these passages point us to the one who delivers

with perfection and beyond our expectation—the initial coming of our Messiah,

the beautiful gift of the Church, and the second coming of our Lord Christ Jesus. 

The prophet Isaiah is given a vision concerning “the last days” (v. 2), which

translates to the coming of the Messiah. The promise that God gives the people

of Israel through Isaiah entails one who will come and “teach us about his ways”

so that we, as his people, may “walk in his paths” (v. 3). This promise was fulfilled

through the perfect person of Jesus, the savior and liberator of those entangled in

the wickedness of the world. The Lord of Lords, who holds authority on heaven

and earth, “He will settle disputes among the nations and provide arbitration for

many peoples.” (v. 4). 
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Psalm 122 gives us King David’s proclamation of the gathering of people. David

rejoices over the love our Father has for his faithful worshippers, and because of

this love God has for the assembly, we are not to forsake it. Through this Psalm we

see the promise that God makes to keep the Gospel church secure and at

peace. 

We have received the unique gift of the Church through our Savior and Lord

Jesus Christ. This promise is continuously being fulfilled throughout the course of

history. What a joy we gain from connecting with the saints. 

Luke’s account of Jesus’ teachings include Jesus’ proclamation and promise of

His second coming. The Son of Man will come down in great glory and power,

redeeming all of creation, and making all things new. The earth will tremble and

submit to the Lordship of Christ Jesus and we can believe and know this will be

completed because he has proven Himself trustworthy throughout the course of

history. 

Our God is a God who keeps his word and fulfills every single promise to

magnificence. A good and faithful God, for he has said, “Heaven and earth will

pass away, but my words will never pass away.”

Alexia Avila
T H E  T A B L E  -  I N T E R N



Drew and I got engaged while serving overseas, and I quickly learned it is difficult

to make wedding preparations from the other side of the world. So, we decided

that I would fly back to the States for a couple of weeks to search for a wedding

dress and make a few other decisions. I booked a flight home and arranged with

one of our friends, Mustafa, who was a taxi driver to take me to the airport. He

promised he would come get me at the agreed upon time and I was so excited

to get ready for one of the most important days of my life that I made sure to be

packed and ready on time. I waited, and waited, but he never came, and I

missed a very important flight home.

Broken promises can be frustrating at best, sometimes painful, and they can

make it difficult for us to trust others.

In Matthew 24, Jesus warns his disciples about future hardships, but he also gives

them a promise. He warns them what to look for, what to believe so they would

not be led astray, and what they could believe so they could be ready for the

day of Christ’s return. In verse 44, Jesus states clearly, “you must be ready, for the

Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” Immediately after this, he

asks, “Who then, is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master has put in charge

of his household, to give them food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant

whom the master finds doing his job when he comes.” 
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Jesus makes a promise, which in turn, gives us two things.

His promise was that He would one day return, which gives us hope as we wait for

his coming. History has shown us that God has always done what He said he

would do, so we know that He can be trusted. His promise also gives us a

challenge, though, which is to be faithful and wise servants. Faithful and wise

servants are people whose behavior does not change just because their master

is not physically present; they take care of the responsibilities that have been

entrusted to them and they use the time God has given them for eternal things-to

point others to Jesus and invest in the kingdom of God, which means their focus is

not only on what is seen, but largely on what is unseen.

You see, there is a day coming that is more important and more wonderful than

any day here on earth could ever be. It’s a day when every wrong will be made

right and when God will wipe away all of our tears. It’s a day when all of the

faithful and wise servants are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb and when

God will dwell with man. It’s a day I long for and want to make sure I’m ready for.

Amy Moss
S U N N Y B R O O K  P R E S C H O O L

T E A C H E R



Have you heard the phrase, "presence is greater than presents?" For those of us in

the child-rearing phase of life, it's a popular phrase about giving our kids the gift

of time and relationship through experience type gifts like zoo memberships

rather than a lot of toys. In a sense, Jesus expresses this idea in Matthew 7:21-27.

He calls out those who did many things in his name (presents) but declares, "I

never knew you." Couldn't this motto also apply to our relationship with God? With

the Christmas shopping season looming, it's a good thought to ponder. God

wants our presence, our attention, a relationship with us. 

In Matthew 7, Jesus also tells the story of two builders, one wise, one foolish. The

story is not simply about building houses. It's about building lives. What does the

wise man do? He builds his house on a rock, his life on a firm foundation by

hearing God's word and acting on it. And the foolish builder? Have you ever

made a sandcastle at the beach? Have you seen the Florida businesses that

create giant sandcastles? They mix sand and water, pound on buckets to form

molds, and spend hours creating intricate details. While these sandcastles

appear sturdy, without fail, each is wiped away daily by the ocean's rising tide.

Such is the life of the foolish man. He hears God's word but is unresponsive, hard-

hearted, and fails to act on it. He invests in worldly, temporary things which

collapse at the changing tide.
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Which are you doing, building your life on rock or sand? Psalm 118 is a psalm of

victory in which the psalmist models ways to establish a firm foundation. He gives

thanks to the Lord as he acknowledges his faithful love. He depends on God, for

he knows the Lord is his helper, strength, and salvation. He calls out to the Lord in

distress and takes refuge in him rather than trusting man or nobles. The psalmist

again expresses thanks when God answers his cries. He depends on the Lord as

his cornerstone, his rock. This is living life on a firm foundation!

As we prepare to celebrate the advent of Christ's birth this holiday season, spend

some time evaluating your own life. What are you building? Are you building your

life on a firm foundation? In what are you trusting, mere mortals or in the Lord? Are

you busy doing many good things "for the Lord" but neglecting your relationship

with him? Are you seeking to give God "presents," or are you giving him your

"presence?"?

Courtney Fishburn
E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  M I N I S T E R



This semester in Elevate we have been doing a walk-through of the Bible. When

going through the Bible in that way, you come to the end of the Old Testament

and see that God’s people, who had been in exile, return. There were prophecies

spoken of a coming Messiah—the people were waiting. Then there is a silence,

the time between the Old Testament and the New Testament, where God is quiet.

No prophets hear from the Lord, no kings are anointed, just 400 years of silence. 

Hundreds of years is a long time. I can struggle while I wait for minutes. The

people of Israel had been waiting for a Messiah, not just during this time of

silence, but for thousands of years. As you might expect, they didn’t always wait

well. As a whole, they were consistently rebellious. However, I think of the faithful

ones like Daniel, that continued to pray when told not to and trusted God while in

exile. 

The final verse king David writes in Psalm 27 is written in the context of difficulty,

suffering and sorrow. Psalm 27:14 says to wait for the Lord. “Wait for the Lord; be

strong, and let your heart be courageous. Wait for the Lord.” During difficulty and

suffering, it is hard to wait. When we don’t know God’s purpose or timing, it’s hard

to wait. When we are in seasons of difficulty, we can long for relief or we can get

bitter, impatient and try to do it on our own. We see the people of Israel so often

rebellious, doing things on their own, not often waiting with courage or relying on

God for strength. How often is that us? 
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Psalm 27:14 instructs us to have courage and believe God will strengthen us in our

time of difficulty. God is with us and his promises are unwavering. Waiting on God

is trusting His will, His timing and that He is good, always. Just as God kept His

promises to Israel, He is faithful and keeps His promises still today. When the

temptation might be to rely on ourselves, others or circumstances, we must put

our hope and trust in God. God is good, in control, holy and faithful. The promises

in God’s word are true. The Bible is true, trustworthy and dependable for all of life,

it will not change or fade. When waiting feels hard because we lack knowledge

about our future, with the Bible as our foundation, we can always be certain of

who our God is in this uncertain and changing world. 

God promises to give believers the gift of the Holy Spirit, we have the Holy Spirit

dwelling with us. God is with us; He never leaves us as we wait. We have access

to the Father, peace and hope in Jesus. Jesus, who said in John 13:3, “You will

have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.”

Debbie Ebert
K I D S  M I N I S T E R



Among the many themes that run throughout Scripture, the theme of promise is

one of the most prominent. As we continue through our Advent season, we are

taking a week to reflect on God’s faithful promise to both his own people, the

Israelites, and also to us, children of God born again in Christ. 

Throughout the Old Testament, the faithful promise of God is the thread that

keeps God and his people united. From the creation to Abraham to the rebellion

of God’s people, God’s resolute presence never waivers. As God’s people were

going through trying times and facing invasion, Isaiah would say to God’s people:

“you will never weep again; he will show favor to you at the sound of your outcry;

as soon as he hears, he will answer you” and that that Lord “bandages his

people’s injuries and heals the wounds he inflicted” (Isa 30:19; 26). In other

portions of the Old Testament, the psalmist says that God “heals the

brokenhearted and bandages their wounds” and that he “helps the oppressed”

and “brings the wicked to the ground.” 

After reflecting on God’s faithful promises, the writer also says that “the Lord

values those who fear him, those who put their hope in his faithful love” (Ps 147:3-

6; 11). Surely, as we see God’s faithfulness displayed throughout the Old

Testament, the familiar phrase “loyal and true” gains a deeper, more profound

meaning.   
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However, God being faithful to his promise is not a theme limited to the Old

Testament. Indeed, God’s faithful promise is an overarching theme that spans the

ages as the old transitions to the new. As the New Testament begins, we see

God’s promise revealed in the new, coming kingdom of Jesus. And this kingdom

was not a message to be hidden; rather, it was to be announced to God’s

people. Jesus taught this message first to religious Jews as he went “preaching

the good news of the kingdom” and then instructed his disciples to do likewise as

they proclaimed that “the kingdom of heaven has come near” (Mt 9:35; 10:37). 

In the end, Jesus’ kingdom and God’s faithfulness in bringing it about is a

message not limited to the religious. Soon, Jesus would announce that the

kingdom would go forth to the rest of the unbelieving world (Mt 10:18; Acts 1:8)!

This Advent season, let us rest and take comfort in the faithful promise of God. Let

us thank God that we have heard the message of God’s promise in Christ. And let

us respond in gratefulness, in repentance, in gratitude, and in resounding joy.

God is, and always will be, faithful. 

Drew Henderson
S T U D E N T  M I N I S T E R



Waiting is tough. Most of us just aren’t very good at it. In fact, our society thrives on

finding ways to not wait. We microwave our food. When not at home, we eat at

“fast food” restaurants. Every 6 months we are offered an upgraded cell network

because it promises to be faster. People are all too willing to jump into the next

get-rich-quick scheme. Our “I want this now” attitude leads many to sinfully

participate in expressions of physical intimacy only meant for marriage. 

God-fearers and God-haters alike struggle with waiting. If we have the idea of

something good in our head, few of us have the ability to patiently wait for that

good thing. If it is within our power to get that good thing now, then that is what

we do, regardless of the potential consequences. Waiting is tough. 

Yet, waiting (and the inability to wait) has always been part of the story. Adam

and Eve couldn’t wait to eat the fruit God told them not to eat yet. Abraham and

Sarah couldn’t wait to have the son God promised them, so Abraham conceived

a child with a servant. The Israelites couldn’t wait to get into the Promised Land, so

they complained in the wilderness. Again, the Israelites couldn’t wait for Moses to

get off of the mountain, so they made a golden calf. The stories continue… 

Since the God of the Bible is the true God who reveals himself to his creation, and

since he is a covenant-making, promise-keeping kind of God, he often puts good

things into the minds and hearts of his people. 
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Even in the midst of difficult situations, God makes good promises. In light of

Adam and Eve’s failure to wait, he promised one who would crush the head of

that serpent, the devil. In light of Abraham and Sarah’s failure to wait, God was

still faithful to his promise and Isaac was born. In light of Israel’s failure to wait, he

raises up a new generation to send into the Promised Land and makes new

tablets so they could know his law. 

This Advent, we need to remember that the God who makes good promises

sometimes asks us to wait. He knows that waiting is tough, which is why he has

given us tools to do it well. He has given us his word so that we can look back and

be reminded of his continued faithfulness even when his people thought God

was taking too long to bring about his plan. He has given us his Spirit so that the

waiting can lead us to maturity rather than bitterness, anger, or complaining. He

has given us his people so that we can encourage each other as we wait. 

Ultimately, he has given us his son, Jesus, to show us that he has always been,

always is, and always will be faithful to his promises. This Advent, let us wait with a

hopeful, patient endurance that leads us into Christ-like maturity. 

Justin Ebert
S T U D E N T  M I N I S T E R



We know from the Bible that the God we worship is a God of indescribable

power, who devastated his enemies with “a mighty hand and an outstretched

arm” (Deut 26:8). The Scriptures testify to this time and time again. But he is also a

God of tender compassion, whose “mercies are new every morning” (Lam 3:22-

23). The Scriptures are equally clear on this. There are many texts in the Bible that

proclaim his unrivaled power, and there are many that reveal his compassion. But

few chapters bring both of those attributes together as beautifully as Isaiah 40.

Throughout his ministry, the prophet Isaiah had spoken against the sin of God’s

people, declaring that they had turned their backs on God and his covenant

through their idolatry, injustice, and pride. And if they refused to repent, God’s

great power would come upon them in judgment and wrath. For 60 long years,

Isaiah proclaimed these truths, and yet the people would not listen. And so

toward the end of his ministry, Isaiah told king Hezekiah that one day, Babylon

would come and conquer the kingdom of Judah, carrying its people and their

possessions into exile (Isaiah 39:6-7). 

Many would be skeptical of Isaiah’s judgment prophecies. It would, after all, take

100 years before they would come to full fruition. But it’s foolish to doubt a God

with this much power. 

And sure enough, in 586 BC, the Babylonian army destroyed Jerusalem, razed the

Temple, and carried the people into captivity, just as Isaiah had foretold. 
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Fortunately, his prophecies didn’t end there. Right on the heels of Isaiah’s

judgment prediction comes these words: 

"Comfort, comfort my people," says your God. "Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and

announce to her that her time of forced labor is over, her iniquity has been

pardoned, and she has received from the LORD’s hand Double for all her sins."

- Isaiah 40:1-2

Yes, Judah will face punishment for their sins, because there is no stopping the

plans and power of God. But Isaiah also knows that one day Judah will be

forgiven and restored. One day, God’s frightful power will wed together with his

tender compassion to do something beautiful. One day, Isaiah says, the very

strength God used to punish his people, will be used to redeem them. 

"See the LORD comes with strength, and his power establishes his rule...."

"He protects his flock like a shepherd; he gathers the lambs in his arms and

carried them in the fold of his garment." - Isaiah 40:10-11

This prophecy was fulfilled in part when God rescued his people from captivity in

516 BC. But the truest meaning of these words would not be seen until 500 years

later, when the God of glory and power wrapped himself in the weakness and

tenderness of a baby boy to redeem his people forever. Many have been

skeptical of Isaiah’s salvation prophecies. But it would be foolish to doubt a God

with this much power and this much compassion.  

Drew Moss
T H E  T A B L E  -  C A M P U S  M I N I S T E R



I am a broken, sinful man that was reconciled to God through the blood of Christ

on the Cross, as were many of you. It is for that very reason that we celebrate this

season of Advent. If we properly acknowledge the glory and power the God we

follow displays, we can then begin to sit, sink in, and wait for the Lord.

However, the overwhelming consumerism we live with has corrupted us. Being a

Gen Z’er, I have been poisoned with the idea that whatever I want, I should have.

Not only that, but I should have it immediately. That alone has caused me to not

possess the virtue of patience. I hate waiting. I find having to sit and wait

extremely frustrating. Yet, as a follower of Christ, I am instructed to be patient, to

sink in, to wait on the Lord, even if it’s the very last thing I want to do.

You see, all of us have chosen to trust humanity instead of God and have

therefore plunged ourselves into a “desert.” But God has no desire to leave us in

that “parched land.” Instead, he means to transform the desert into a land of

great fertility (Isa 32:15), a place of gladness and rejoicing. Isaiah tells us that

those who trust in the Lord will find themselves on a highway leading home

through a transformed desert, a garden. Isaiah encourages us when our hands

are feeble, when our knees tremble, and when our hearts are anxious. We are

constantly trying to trust in ourselves and the world, when instead we should trust

and have faith in God. Looking forward, the inauguration of God’s kingdom is

clearly seen in Christ’s healing of those who need it, you and me. 
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The writer of Psalm 89 says, “How long, LORD? Will you hide yourself forever?” I

think this resembles a lot of our attitudes nowadays. We sit and grumble instead

of praising and worshipping. We act as if our God doesn’t understand our

hardships and tribulations, when in fact our God was tempted in every way

allowing him to empathize with us, and allowing us to approach the throne with

confidence in our time of need (Heb 4:15-16). 

Today’s teaching us that we must take courage and wait for the Lord. We must

be patient and faithful. We must look forward with eternal hope and trust that he

fulfills his promises and will return soon, that he hears our prayers, that he forgives

our sins, and that he strengthens us for the days to come. 

“Praise be to the LORD forever! Amen and Amen.” 

Jack Merrill
S U N N Y B R O O K  R E S I D E N T



Our sanctuary wall once had four images explaining the grand story of God.

Each symbol represented an essential aspect of God's plan. It began with

Creation (Genesis 1-2). The story of us begins with the goodness of God creating

us and everything around us. Our existence is utterly dependent upon his

goodness and power. The second picture acknowledged the dark turn in human

history when rebellion entered the world. Adam and Eve chose to believe a lying

serpent instead of a truth-telling Creator. They accepted the lie and chose a path

that led away from God out of the garden and into an openly hostile

environment filled with pain and death. We call this the Fall (Genesis 3).  

The third picture was Redemption. This is ultimately about Jesus making right

everything humanity made wrong. It is about God seeking and saving all he

created. Most people believe this begins in Matthew 1, when Joseph receives

word from an angel that Mary's Messiah will be delivered. Although formally

announced during that encounter, it was promised by God much earlier. When

was the promise of redemption first announced? Was it from the mouth of the

prophets? Was it a child being born in Bethlehem (Micah) or a king from the line

of David (Isaiah)? 

It started much earlier. Genesis 3 contains both the fall of humanity and the

redemption of God. God revealed immediately after the Fall that man's sin would

not be the final word. 
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Pain, death, and struggle for survival are not humanity's destiny. Instead, as God

explains the consequences of sin, he also promises the remedy – he will redeem

them. The center of all human relationships, the union between husband and

wife, was predicted to be fraught with enmity, jealousy, and a desire to rule over

one another in self-interest and preservation. He also promised that the world he

made for them, which would generously yield its fruit in abundance, would now

be filled with frustration and futility. 

These judgments are not intended to go on forever. Amid pain and sorrow on

their way towards death, God himself would intervene. A time of redemption is

pictured and promised in that same chapter. The serpent has tempted humanity.

Sin has entered the world through their iniquity. But God himself will redeem it

when one comes to crush the work/head of the serpent.

Many of us feel that the majority of the Bible describes life under the Fall. Although

this perspective is proper, it fails to recognize God's plan and power of

redemption. By being reminded of everything God spoke about (Gen 3), we see

the consequence of sin, but more than that, we anticipate our victory through

redemption from sin. During Advent, we remember God's promise and wait to

celebrate his redemption. That promise began long before the prophets. God is

eternally gracious and generous. We anticipate the celebration of the arrival of

Jesus, remembering that God's promise of redemption through his son is greater

than and promised before our sin.

Jim Johnson
L E A D  M I N I S T E R  &  E L D E R



It is surprisingly easy for us to become angry with God. Maybe anger is too strong

a word for your occasional stance toward God. Maybe “disappointed” is better.

Either way, the reality is that it can be far too natural for us to have a disgruntled

attitude toward God. 

When we see the brokenness in the world and consider the fact that God could

do something about it, we doubt. When we experience injustice, we try to take

vengeance into our own hands. When we think God isn’t hearing our prayers, we

too easily give up. 

“Maybe God doesn’t hear me. Maybe God doesn’t see me. Maybe my way is

hidden from the Lord, and my claim is ignored by my God.”

In Isaiah 40.25-31, people like you and I are in view. People who are allowing their

circumstances to lead them to doubt, despair, possibly anger and

disappointment. When things don’t happen the way we think they should

happen or in the timing we think they should happen, our attitude toward God

becomes one of pride. 

“Maybe I could do this better than God. Maybe God just doesn’t care. Maybe

God just can’t do anything about it.”

THURSDAY | DECEMBER 9
ISA 40:25–31 | PS 103 | MATT 11:28–30
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In a moment of reality not meeting our expectations, we all too quickly begin to

doubt the one who made all the stars and knows them by name. All too often, we

project our feelings onto God and wonder if he sees us, hears us, or loves us. In

the midst of apparent inaction of God, we wonder if he can do anything about

all this brokenness. Our momentary afflictions and difficulties cause us to oppose

the eternal, all-powerful God who continues to show faithful love to the people he

made in his image. 

In the midst of the poor thoughts and feelings about God, we need to act on

what is true. We need to be reminded of who he is. We need Isaiah to remind us

that he has no equal, he alone created all things, he alone knows the full number

and names of the stars, he alone has no beginning and no end, he alone knows

all things. God will perfectly and completely execute acts of justice for all the

oppressed (Ps 103:6). We need to be reminded that he gives strength to the faint

and powerless. We need to know he hears our faithful prayers and will answer

them in his timing. 

This Advent, you may need to be reminded that your difficult circumstances are

both known by God and also temporary. God will make it right. We might just

have to wait. So, wait well in full faith and hope, my brothers and sisters. Those

who do will receive the crown of life. 

Justin Ebert
S T U D E N T  M I N I S T E R



It is only fitting that in a world where brokenness is at every turn, we find ourselves

longing for another world, one in which all creation is redeemed. Currently, my

oldest son is in prison, and the presence of my youngest son is a constant

reminder of my lack of control. Generally, as a parent, but especially one in a

serious relationship with the law, courts, and governmental systems, brokenness is

a regular part of my day. And not just brokenness out there, but brokenness in

here, inside of me. I lose my patience, my tongue spits out words to intentionally

destroy out of anger or protect my arrogance and pride. It’s been this way since

the fall, you know. 

Perhaps this is why the prophet Isaiah speaks so often of a Redeemer. Not the

kind of redemption that is a transactional payment of debt, but Isaiah, here in

chapter 41, speaks of the kind of Redeemer first introduced to us in Exodus 6 and

15–when YHWH God reaches down and wipes out the Egyptian captivity that has

held his people. It’s the kind of redemption that highlights God’s delivering and

protecting of his treasured people. And while Isaiah is a wonderful prophet, it is

John the Baptist who is the last prophet of sorts before the great deliverer arrives

on the scene. For after John comes Jesus. And it is Jesus Christ—his arrival, life,

death, and life everlasting—that brings us endless hope. He brings with him a new

world, a kingdom designed and prepared for all of us who trust in him. He

promises a redeemed world that we will enjoy without end. 

FRIDAY | DECEMBER 10
ISA 41:13–20 | PS 145 | MATT 11:11–15
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So, ironically, despite the heartache and despair and yuck at every turn, Psalm

145 is easy for the Christian to proclaim. In fact it is David in this Psalm who

exhausts the language of praise to our God; “Extol,” tell of how great God is;

“Bless,” speak well of God for his generosity; “Praise,” glorify God for his

magnificent qualities; “Commend,” speak highly of God; And on he goes,

declare, meditate, speak, pour forth, sing aloud, give thanks. Why? Because we

know that history is not only controlled by God, but displays his character as well.

“One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your

mighty acts.” “ Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion

endures throughout all generations.” “My mouth will speak praise of the Lord, and

let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.”

In this season, I sometimes say this differently…”The people walking in darkness

have seen a great light.” “Joy to the world, the Lord has come.” “A thrill of hope,

the weary world rejoices.” “Let heaven and nature sing.”

Morgan Weece
S T U D E N T  M I N I S T E R



This is what the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel says: I am the Lord

your God, who teaches you for your benefit, who leads you in the way you should

go.  If only you had paid attention to my commands. Then your peace would

have been like a river, and your righteousness like the waves of the sea. Your

descendants would have been as countless as the sand, and the offspring of

your body like its grains; their name would not be cut off or eliminated from my

presence." - Isaiah 48.17-19

 

Of all the sad words of pen and tongue, the saddest are, "it might have been."

How true of Israel! Isaiah did all he could to fulfill his God-given task to wake Israel

from her spiritual slumber. Repeatedly he entreated the Israelites, "This is what the

Lord says, 'Listen to me.'" Sadly, God laments, "If only you had paid attention to my

commands." If only Israel had listened to God's voice, the blessings would have

flowed. Peace like a river, righteousness like the waves of the sea, descendants

as countless as the sand. The story could have been so different. Israel's unfulfilled

potential was captured in three words, "if only . . . then."

Advent is a joyous time anticipating the celebration of Jesus' birth; our long-

expected Savior comes to provide redemption from sin. But it's also a challenging

time since it falls during the most materialistic, noisy, and busy season. 

SATURDAY | DECEMBER 11
ISA 48:17–19 | PS 1 | JOHN 8:13–20
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It's easy to fall prey to the distractions of Christmas preparations and festivities.

Haven't you thought, "Not this year. This year I will slow down, focus on Christ, and

ponder the true meaning and wonder of this season?"

We associate anticipation and waiting with advent. But so is listening. The lyrics of

the famous 1962 Christmas song "Do You Hear What I Hear?" tell of the wind,

lamb, shepherd boy, king, and the people forming a communication chain, each

serving the next. They ask each other the most profound questions: Do you see,

hear, and know? The humble king says, listen to me because I am pointing you

toward the Child-King.

We shake our heads and wonder how Israel failed so miserably to listen to the

prophets and obey God's commands. His commands were not mysterious or

hard to figure out. They were all so clear. But we are foolish to believe we don't

have the same tendency in our own hearts. The Christmas busyness trap can

quickly lead us to be oblivious to what God is saying. It seems so small, such a

benign thing to hear but not listen, to tune God out, believing we'll get to it later.

But what squandered opportunity or blessing do we forfeit? What "if only . . . then"

will become true of us because we did not listen with attentiveness, did not

acknowledge God's presence, and failed to respond?

Nancy Fried
B I B L E  S T U D Y  T E A C H E R



Judgment is not a word that we normally associate with Advent. And I suspect that

it’s not one that we want to associate with Advent. It’s much easier (and much

more pleasant) to think about “lighter” themes like peace, and joy around this time

of year. This is the time of year that we talk about shepherds and angels and

swaddling clothes. It’s a time for singing carols and setting up nativity scenes. Who

wants to think about judgment during Christmas? Actually, who wants to think

about judgment at all? And yet, if you look close enough, you’ll see that it’s there. 

Isaiah 11 (the chapter that inspired the Advent tradition known as “The Jesse Tree”)

predicted that one day, “a shoot will grow from the Stump of Jesse.” “Jesse refers to

King David’s father, so the prophecy is saying that even though the Davidic line of

kings would be cut off, God was not done with them. One day, a new king would

come from this seeming deadline. And what will this king do? He will judge rightly

and will punish wickedness.

"He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, He will not execute justice by what

he hears with his ears, but he will judge the poor righteously and execute justice for

the oppressed of the land. He will strike the land with a scepter from his mouth And

will kill the wicked with a command from his lips." 

- Isaiah 11.3-4

 

We see similar statements about the Messiah in Psalm 110:6, Psalm 2:8-9, and Isaiah

9:7 (a famous Christmas prophecy). 

SUNDAY | DECEMBER 12
ISA 11:3–4

15



And Jesus himself declares this when he says, “The Father, in fact, judges no one

but has given all judgment to the Son” (John 5:22). So then why are we so prone to

overlook this aspect of Jesus (and of Christmas)?

Perhaps it’s because we tend to only think of judgment in negative terms. When

we hear that word, we think of punishment and condemnation. But that’s only half

the story. Judgment is not just about punishing evildoers, it’s about vindicating the

innocent. It’s about protecting the oppressed. It’s about defending justice, and

making sure that the right thing is done. And this is exactly what Isaiah 11 promises.

That Jesus will be the kind of ruler, the kind of judge who always gets it right. But

not only does he get things right, he makes things right. Through Jesus, God will

make all things new (Rev 21.5). He will right every wrong, ending all injustice and

all hopelessness.  

Did I say punishment and condemnation were only half the story? In reality, it’s

none of the story for us, because Jesus has already taken our punishment on the

cross. So “there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Roman

8:1). This is why we can talk about words like peace and joy around Advent.

Because Advent is the reminder that the Righteous Judge has come once to

make us right. And one day he will come again to make everything else right.

Drew Moss
T H E  T A B L E  -  C A M P U S  M I N I S T E R



We all have a voice! ‘Tis the season for music specials. Pretty much anybody

who is anyone gets slotted by a large TV network to display their singing voice

for all to hear. Recently, I watched the Adele special. I’m not sure if you are into

Adele or not, but one thing is sure, that girl can sing! The music special was

laced with an interview of Adele with Oprah. To be honest, I didn’t listen to

much of the interview. I was not interested so much in the psychobabble of two

people heaping praise and making comments justifying a decision to end one

marital relationship and moving to the next. I love her voice, just not the

message of the night.  

In Numbers 24 we find an interesting story of a prophet for hire, Balaam, being

solicited by King Balak of Moab to exact a message, a curse, on the Israelite

nation. However, God appeared to Balaam the prophet. Don’t curse, but bless

Israel, and in three oracles that is what Balaam did. Balak was furious with the

message that Balaam prophesied and threatened not to pay him for such a

message.

In 1 Corinthians 2 Paul writes to a church that he helped start, spent time with

and moved on from. In that time other men led the church. 

MONDAY | DECEMBER 13
NUM 24:1–17 | PS 25 | 1 COR 2:1–10
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The fallout led to the people in the church choosing their favorite leaders and

attaching themselves to them like groupies. They loved particular voices which led

to division. Paul addresses the problem of division in the first section of Corinthians. 

In 2:1-2 Paul writes “I did not come with brilliance of speech or wisdom. I decided

to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” He goes on to

say that his preaching wasn’t persuasive words of wisdom but a demonstration of

the Spirit’s power. It can be a temptation to have a favorite voice, but it’s the

message that carries the power and makes the difference.

We all have a voice but not everyone can sing like Adele. But that doesn’t mean

we don’t have a message. As believers we are given the task to use our voice to

deliver a perfect message. A message of hope, not despair; a message of

redemption, not of futility. Good news of great joy! Our call as followers of Jesus is

to be faithful to sharing the message of Jesus! In verse 9 Paul quotes Isaiah: “No

eye has seen; no ear has heard and no human heart has conceived—God has

prepared these things for those who love him.” I’m reminded of another passage

from Isaiah: “How beautiful are the feet of the herald who brings news of good

things, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’”

Paul Weece
A D U L T  &  L I F E G R O U P S

M I N I S T E R



When I was 10 years old, my family boldly decided to start a garden in the (very

dry) Texas panhandle. We tilled the dirt, added fertilizer and put seeds in the

ground. When I held different seeds in my hand, it was really hard to tell which was

corn or tomatoes or morning glories. Accidentally, I planted morning glory seeds

much too close to the corn. At the time, I didn’t think it mattered. But when our little

corn plants were viciously choked out by the morning glories that proceeded to

take over the entire garden, I realized I had reaped what I had sown. 

Advent is a season of waiting not unlike seasons in gardening or farming.

Alongside the waiting, there is also work. There is the hard labor of cultivating the

soil of our hearts with the hope of the coming Savior. Like the Jews, we are called

to obedience as we wait.

Galatians 6:7-8 says, “Don’t be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a

person sows he will also reap, because the one who sows to his flesh will reap

destruction from the flesh, but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life

from the Spirit.”

This is a sobering truth. God will judge those who follow their own flesh and hearts.

It is easy to be deceived into thinking we can skip Advent. We want a microwaved

version of joy and gladness, ready right away. 

TUESDAY | DECEMBER 14
ISA 65:17–25 | PS 126 | GAL 6:7–9
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The quiet of waiting on a promise is hard. Often, we experience suffering or hard

questions. We see our bent toward instant gratification all too clearly. We expect

Jesus is coming, but we still wait to experience Him. 

In the waiting, we are called to endure in obedience. Paul goes on in Galatians

6:9, “Let us not get tired of doing good, for we will reap at the proper time if we

don’t give up.” It is during the waiting for what we don’t yet see that we develop

perseverance in trusting and obeying the Lord. As believers, we are the remnant

who follow the Spirit, not our own flesh, even when it’s hard.

Scripture reminds us that what we sow, we will reap, and the Lord will be our

judge. It calls us to sow to the Spirit, to walk in holy anticipation and diligent

obedience. In Advent, we remember the waiting for Jesus’ first coming at

Christmas, and we practice waiting for Him to come again and bring the new

heaven and new earth for those who believe. 

Once, I sowed carelessly, without thinking through what I was doing and what the

consequences would be. I pray that this Advent season, both you and I would

instead be found faithfully obeying and waiting for our promised Savior.

Rachel Madden
S U N N Y B R O O K  R E S I D E N T



We are a fickle group, are we not? I confess that can certainly be true of me. I

can quickly oscillate between two extremes, sometimes in the same day or even

hour. I’m “too cold” when the day starts but “too hot” by the afternoon. I have

“nothing to wear” while I stare at a closet full of options. I am almost joyful while I

wait in line for my Chick-fil-A but am irritated by the school drop-off line. But I don't

have to just inspect my own life to know this fickleness runs deep in all of us,

scripture has no shortage of examples for us to spend time in. 

For today, let's look at Luke 7:18-23. John the Baptist, the great heralder of the

Messiah’s coming in Luke 3 is in prison and beginning to question if the message

he gave was true. See, things weren’t going quite like John thought they were

going to as he proclaimed the wrath and judgment that comes with the

Messiah’s arrival. John had been so confident that Jesus’ coming would deal with

the oppression of Rome bringing vindication to His beloved people but no

evidence of either side of that seems to be coming true. So the desperate

question is asked, Jesus, “Are you the one”? (Luke 7:20). Are you the one who

brings the deliverance that the Old Testament prophets promised in the Messiah?

Jesus could have answered John’s question any number of different ways but he

chose to highlight for John the Baptist the great mercy he brings as Savior.  

WEDNESDAY | DECEMBER 15
ISA 45:6–25 | PS 146 | LUKE 7:18–23
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Jesus could have answered John’s question any number of different ways but he

chose to highlight for John the Baptist the great mercy he brings as Savior. Those

with no power, no privilege, no resources, having nothing to offer except the

acknowledgment of their poverty have received healing from Jesus. They too

have heard the Good News that the Savior has come (Luke 7:22) fulfilling the

promise in Isaiah 61 which says he, the Messiah, has come “to proclaim the year of

the Lord’s favor”. His first step towards his feeble creation is mercy. 

John wasn’t wrong in his wondering about the coming judgment—that too comes

—but how and when isn’t for us to determine. In our fickleness we want to elevate

certain attributes of God over others depending on what circumstances we have

found ourselves in. Similar to John the Baptist in prison, we can find ourselves

confined by relational hurt, financial struggle, physical pain or maybe even

spiritual drought which leads us to cling to certain aspects of the Lord’s character

over others. It is hard to accept that sometimes the Lord’s blessing comes in the

package of hardship (Luke 7:23). 

We too can begin to wonder if deliverance is ever coming. Take heart brothers

and sisters, our Messiah can hold mercy and judgment at the same time. Jesus is

the promised one and deliverance a certainty for all who place their faith in him.

This Advent season may we trust the improbable ways of God.

Rande Butler
T H E  T A B L E  -  W O M E N ' S

D I S C I P L E S H I P



A father’s pronouncement, a royal song, and a genealogy. This week’s theme has

been the judgment of God thus far, and today’s readings offer three distinct

perspectives on the Lord’s wisdom, providence, and sovereignty—a little recipe that

appears to add up to something called judgment. By now we have likely labored

long on the whole “isn’t judgment a strange topic for Advent?” thing, but I pray

we’ve also tuned our eyes and ears to the beauty of God’s complete

understanding and righteous distribution of justice.

Jacob—the original Israel—spoke over his sons towards the end of his life,

prophesying in the Spirit. The first several sounds pretty heavy-handed in their

judgment: Reuben “will not excel, because you got into your father’s bed and you

defiled it.” Simeon and Levi are destined for violence; “their knives are vicious

weapons” and their wishes to “never enter their council.” However, Judah (strangely,

for a fourth-born) is exalted above his brothers, promised in the Spirit that “the

scepter will not depart” from him, resulting in “the obedience of the peoples.”

Several centuries later, Psalm 72 stacks itself on top of the prophecies given for

Judah, drawing the hearts and minds of Israel’s descendants (now known as

Israelites!) to this king’s righteousness, justice, and prosperity. After several stanzas of

lofty poetry, another blessing is pronounced over whatever king will play this part: 

THURSDAY | DECEMBER 16
GEN 49:1–10 | PS 72 | MATT 1:1–17

19



“May his name endure forever; as long as the sun shines, may his fame increase.

May all nations be blessed by him and call him blessed.” Whatever judgment will

come down as part of this king’s rule, it seems wonderful for some and awfully

frightening for others.

Then comes a strangely-arranged genealogy as the New Testament begins to

give its witness. The order seems correct, but there are some interesting gaps. From

Abraham to Jesus, we are offered three sets of fourteen descendants. Several of

the Old Testament big boys are listed, along with some characters of ill repute.

Matthew seems interested in highlighting the Lord’s providence on display to bring

about this Jesus, this Messiah (literally, Anointed One). And if our Biblical

numerology is up to snuff, “14” is the biblical number for the letters “DWD,” or “dalet

vav dalet,” or, most simply, “David” (or so those Hebrew scholars tell me!).

This Advent, we have many reasons to wait expectantly for King Jesus to finally

and completely set everything right. Hope folds into judgment as I pray for the

endurance and faithfulness to continue trusting the Lord’s promises. The Lion of the

Tribe of Judah is already reigning from on high, but this season reminds me how

appropriate it is to ache for his rule in the hearts of all nations, to long for his justice

to be dispensed and to trust that the Son of David has already established his

Kingdom with perfect justice. Judgment need not be a mere byword for the

wicked. Divine judgment, “as long as the sun shines,” is actually what we ought to

hope for.

Ryan Vincent
A D U L T  D I S C I P L E S H I P  M I N I S T E R



What has your attention these days? Is it a gift you need to get for someone or one

you hope you're getting? Is it past mistakes, present struggles, or future fears? Does it

have to do with relationships, responsibilities, or rheumatoid arthritis (if only I were

joking)? Whatever it is, the more it has your attention, the more it has you. Now more

than ever, it is possible to be physically present in one place while mentally and

emotionally somewhere else. Our attention might be the most valuable thing we

can give right now, which is why it is a hot commodity. Social media companies

have figured this out and are selling our attention to the highest bidder because

they have us (and our wallets) when they have our attention. It's worth asking: Am I

giving my attention to things costing me or giving me life? 

From the Garden of Eden to the Garden of Gethsemane to the garden in

Revelation 22, the Bible describes God as being present "with" his people. Over and

over, God says to his people: I am with you. "I am with you and will bless you" (Gen

26:24). "I am with you, do not be afraid…I will strengthen you…help you…uphold you

with my righteous right hand" (Isa 41:10). "I am with you to rescue you" (Jer 1:8). "I am

with you always, to the end of the age" (Matt 28:20).

God gives his attention freely and faithfully, persistently and consistently, in grace

and truth. Jesus exemplified God's attentive presence; it's even in his name.

Matthew 1:23 says his name means "Immanuel,'' which is translated 'God is with us." 

FRIDAY | DECEMBER 17
JER 23:5–8 | PS 112 | MATT 1:18–25
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Hebrews 1:3 says, "The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact expression

of his nature." But don't assume God's presence only ever means puppy dogs and

ice cream. Like it was with those who encountered Jesus, God's presence can also

mean judgment meant to lead us toward repentance. God's presence "with" us is

meant to give us life, and sometimes that means exposing things that seek our

death. 

Jesus came into this world to be "with" his people and give them life in his name.

You have his attention right here, right now, and he wants to give you life. What

would it mean to be present to the One who is always present to you? Ask the Lord

to show you what it would look like this week to give your attention to Him.

Here is a prayer by St. Ignatius of Loyola to get you started: 

"Lord Jesus, help me to know you, to love you, to follow you. Help alleviate my fears

and fan the embers of trust within me. Give me the strength to say yes to your

invitations and the courage to continue my journey with you. Remind me that you

are the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and apart from you there is no life. But, with

you and you alone is fullness of life, life everlasting."

Scot Irwin
C O L L E G E  M I N I S T E R



In Judges 13 we see the angel of the Lord make a promise. The promise that a

woman would bear a son who would begin to save Israel from the Philistines. The

child was named Samson and as many of you are aware, Samson went on to do

mighty things. The Lord blessed Samson with such immense strength that at one

point he killed 1,000 Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey. However, Samson was

still a flawed man. 

Even though the Lord had blessed him, he still chose to disobey the Lord’s

commands. When Samson had fully broken his Nazarite vow, God set his

judgement upon Samson. He lost his strength and was captured by the Philistines. In

the last moments of his life, Samson turned back to the Lord and prayed for the

strength to defeat his enemies one final time. The Lord being rich in mercy and

knowing that this would glorify His name, allowed Samson this final act.  

I think that in many ways the early Jews expected Jesus to come in a way similar to

Samson. The Jews expected a mighty military leader to come and save them from

their enemies. I imagine the Jews would hear stories about the mighty Samson and

think about how much greater the coming Messiah would be. With the crazy

imagination that humans have, I am sure some of them were thinking of Jesus as a

7 foot tall man that weighed 285 lbs.  

SATURDAY | DECEMBER 18
JUDGES 13:1–25 | PS 71 | LUKE 1:5–25
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Needless to say, the Jesus that came was far from what they expected. This did

not look like a man that would lead them to great military victories. He just looked

like a normal man. What they had such a hard time understanding though, was

that Jesus was far from a normal man.

As we all know, Jesus was God in flesh. Jesus did many miracles and made it clear

that he was the Messiah, but many people still chose to reject him. Yet even

through this, being full of mercy and grace, Jesus gave his life for all people. 

Jesus does not always show Himself to us in ways that we will expect. This does not

make Him any less God though. We can so often fall into the trap that the Jews fell

into of trying to make Jesus what we want Him to be. Whether it be assigning Jesus

a political party, or assuming that Jesus only wants wealth and health for you, we

all do this at one point or another. The Jesus that came and gave His life for us is

perfect in every single way. So my encouragement to you is this: let Jesus be the

one that changes you, not the opposite.    

Zach Hunter
T H E  T A B L E  -  I N T E R N



My dad has always been incredibly comfortable with silence. Sitting. Quietly. Eyes

closed. Peaceful. I typically feel unsettled by it and ready to break it with the first

thought that comes to mind. I remember my dad teaching me to recognize a true

friend as someone who could sit comfortably with me in silence. It appears that

there is something about genuinely knowing someone that trusts and rests in the

presence of silence.

I have thought a lot about that over the years. Most relationships struggle in silence

and maybe none more than my relationship with God. I often wonder if my struggle

to remain silent with him or to deal with God's silence with me is a sign that I still

have growing up to do, like learning to trust and rest in all that he has clearly

spoken. 

How do you respond to silence? Does it make you nervous or bring you peace?

Does it cause you to reflect or to speak? One of the most exciting and understated

aspects of Advent is the time spent in silence, waiting expectantly for God's

providential promises. 

Interestingly, God chose 400 years of silence as the means of preparing his people

to receive his greatest gift. After speaking for generations through his prophets, his

final communique was silence. Maybe because he had made himself perfectly

clear and there was nothing more for him to say. 

SUNDAY | DECEMBER 19
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Maybe because silence has a way of causing us to hear those first words that break

the silence more clearly. Perhaps we will never know the reason why God chose

silence. 

The Bible says that there is a time for everything, including a time to speak and a

time to be silent. That is true. To hear God better, it would be helpful for us to remain

silent as we wait for his coming. To trust him better, it is appropriate for us to stay

silent as we look forward to his promise. Silence is not just what happens between

Malachi and Matthew. Silence is what happens after God has clearly spoken and

before he speaks again. Advent helps prepare our hearts and minds to respond

faithfully to God's plan. 

We learn that even in silence, God is still there. We should never read into God's

silence that he is inattentive, disconnected, or absent. Advent prepares us through

silence to wait for him to break his silence with words of hope and fulfillment of the

promise. We are reassured by the angel's announcement that God's plan continues

through his silence. Even though there is surprising, understated power in silence,

God's faithfulness was best demonstrated when the Word became flesh and dwelt

among us. And the correct response to Jesus's arrival is anything but silence.

Jim Johnson
L E A D  M I N I S T E R  &  E L D E R



 “ One nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

Remember this line? I remember standing and saying this all the way back in first

grade… and always mispronouncing “indivisible” (I’m still nervous to say it!). There’s

something in this that contains hope and a promise—that we could actually be a

united people and everyone could experience liberty and justice. While the last

couple of years have revealed little of the latter, we still deeply yearn for it. Where

do our desires come from?

We desire a home because we were made for the kingdom of God. And God

desires to provide a kingdom for his people. Listen to his words: 

 

 “‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you...  13 

 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and  I will establish the throne of

his kingdom forever  ( 2 Sam 7:11-13 ).

 

 God established his people and God provides for his people. But he did this

through covenants, look at the psalmist's words: “ The Lord  swore an oath  to David,

a sure oath that he will not revoke. ” God chose to make an irrevocable covenant

with David,  forever  (Ps 132:12). 
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Now if we have been given an eternal king, then we have also been given an

eternal kingdom. And if God has granted an eternal kingdom, then he has

provided an eternal home . That’s why David is blown away: “ You have

established your people Israel as your very own forever , and you, Lord, have

become their God.” (2 Sam 7:24)

 

 Each of us has a longing for home, someplace or someone where we feel can

feel secure. Permanent. A take-off-your-shoes and an open-refrigerator kind of

place. Hear David’s words again: “You have established your people Israel as your

very own forever. ” The Lord will take care of us. The Lord will provide a home for

us. Forever.

 

 This is the kingdom of God, and this is what your heart is longing for at its core.

Presents are nice; family time is even nicer (sometimes). But the kingdom of God

fulfills our deepest longings. As Christmas approaches, our prayer is that you can

celebrate this time with a deeper, kingdom desire as we await the Lord’s advent.

Our hearts desire the kingdom because they desire the king, who will bring “ One

nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

Alec Sheets
T H E  T A B L E  -  O U T R E A C H

M I N I S T E R



You cannot listen to someone if you are talking. Science has proven that the human

brain is not able to receive all information while talking. In order to become a better

listener, one must work at it. One must actively listen, concentrating on what the

speaker is saying.   Dutch writer Henri Nouwen once wrote: "Listening is much more

than allowing another to talk while waiting for a chance to respond. The beauty of

listening is that those who are listened to start feeling accepted. Listening is a form

of spiritual hospitality by which you invite strangers to become friends."

God speaks to us in many ways. Through His Word, others, and creation, He

communicates with us all the time. However, most of us miss it. We miss Him. We miss

God speaking to us because we are too busy talking, filling the space around us

with people, jobs, entertainment, and false teachings. We must quiet our minds, as

well as the noise around us, so we can hear from Him. 

His voice is how He created the world. Psalm 33 reminds us Jesus spoke creation

into existence. Verse 6 says “The heavens were made by the word of the Lord, and

all the stars, by the breath of his mouth.” Verse 9 follows with, “For He spoke, and it

came into being; He commanded, and it came into existence.” God’s voice is

powerful. 
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Jesus calls for the crowd to listen to Him in Luke 6:27-38 as He teaches how one

should treat our enemies in the Sermon on the Plain. He knew that most would

hear Him, but only a few would sincerely listen. This was true in the historical

narrative, and it is true today. When we listen for God, to quiet ourselves to hear His

voice, our lives look different. The choices we make and our response to those

around us reflect what He has spoken. If we truly listen, we are more likely to be

obedient. We will accept the invitation to become holy disciples in all aspects of

our lives. 

When we commit ourselves to be God’s child, He will love and care for us. He will

teach, guide, convict, and discipline us. He expects us to hear Him so we can

learn His way and His will. If we talk over Him and do not listen to what He says, we

will miss the loving boundaries He has put in place to keep us close, His intimate

communication with us, as well as the joy being His brings. So be quiet. Stop and

listen for what He is saying to you by not filling your head and time with other

things. Wait for Him. Sit with Him. Study Him. Rest in Him. God will speak, you only

need to truly listen. 

Ashley Smith
A D U L T  M I N I S T R Y  



My father-in-law used to write the letters “RR” and ``WR” in the margins of his Bible

anytime he read a story about someone’s interactions with God. “RR” stood for

“right response”, and “WR'' “wrong response.” He did this to remind himself of this

simple, but critical truth: There are right ways and wrong ways to respond to God.

In this section of Luke’s gospel, we have Mary’s response to the news that she

would carry, give birth to, and raise the Son of God, and she responds rightly; with

praise. At first glance, her response seems to come largely from the fact that she

was a humble and unlikely choice for such a task (v. 48). If you look closely at her

response though, I think you’ll see a much deeper reason for her worship.  

Mary’s song, as this section is titled, is filled with references to the Psalms and Old

Testament passages remembering who God is and what He has done for His

people. She sings “the Mighty One has done great things for me-holy is his name”

(Pss 71:19 & 111:9). In verse 51, she remembers that “He has performed mighty

deeds with his arm, scattered those who are proud and brought down rulers from

their thrones (v. 52), but has lifted up the humble, filled the hungry with good

things (v. 53) and remembered to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants

forever (v. 55).”   
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Why is this significant? Because this tells us that Mary is a person who knows the

character of God. This couldn’t have been an easy task for her-she was very

young and God had just told her that she would bear the Savior of the world. She

was clearly steeped in the Scriptures, so she probably knew that with the coming

of this baby, judgment for the world would come through him. That had to be a

weight on her. She also knew though, that she was a sinner in need of a savior (v.

47) and that with the coming of this baby, salvation would also come for her as

well as whoever believed in him.  

That was good news for her and that is good news for us.

The last verse before this section begins says “Blessed is she who has believed that

what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” (v. 45). Mary knew the

character of God. She knew he was able to be trusted, which enabled her faith in

him and in turn prompted her praise of him. Mary responded rightly to the good

news of Advent. She believed and she sang and I hope you will too.

Amy Moss
S U N N Y B R O O K  P R E S C H O O L

T E A C H E R



I love this time of year. I love preparing for the season of Christmas. I love

decorating, watching all the movies (thank you, Hallmark channel), and the gift of

family. I love the traditions that our family has effortlessly put into place over the

years. I love tuning my car radio to the channel that begins playing Christmas

music in October. I love burning a favorite candle fragrance that naturally turns

our home into a wonderful Christmas oasis. 

However, amidst all these good things, I neglect to love what is most important.

Thankfully, through the beautiful work of the Holy Spirit, I can pause these good

things. I can turn off the noise, and step into the beautiful quietness of resting and

remembering the gift of our Savior.

In these quiet moments, reading Psalm 25 is a great reminder of what is most

important. It teaches how to prepare our hearts for the coming Christmas season.

One of the most important ways to prepare for the Christmas season is to study

and to know God’s word. In Psalm 25:4, David desires to know God’s ways and to

walk in His ways. David didn’t just want to know about God, he wanted to hide

God’s word in his heart. He trusted God to provide the strength and guidance he

needed to do this. 
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This Psalm also teaches us to remember God’s faithful and continuous love. In

25:7, David tells us that because of this love, the sins of his youth have been

forgiven, and he will continually be forgiven. He recognized God as the One

who could save him from his sins. Psalm 25 also reminds us of God’s faithful

blessings. In 25:12-22, we read about those who fear and revere the Lord will

benefit from his blessings. He provides light in the darkness and hope for the

hopeless.

At this time of year, Psalm 25 is a great reminder of our dependence on God

for everything: forgiveness, deliverance, and guidance along the way. Let us

take time each day to be still and quiet, so that we can prepare our hearts

appropriately for the Christmas season.

Kim Henderson
E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  M I N I S T E R



Zechariah was a faithful man. He knew God’s word. He knew the things his

ancestors had written down before him about the promises, timing, judgment, and

silence of God. So, when the time came to play his part, the Spirit of God filled him

up to declare to those around him and to us (via the written word) that God was

finally doing the things he promised so long ago. A new layer of God’s plan was

being unrolled before them. The waiting was over. The silence had broken. The

salvation of God at the hands of a Messiah had come. 

While Zechariah may not have had a perfect understanding of how God’s plan

was going to play out through Jesus, he could at least recognize that this moment

was a fulfillment of the things God previously promised. Just as he spoke it in the

past, God was now faithfully doing. 

The phrase just as he spoke (Lk 1:70) is one of the most reassuring statements in all

of Scripture. This seemingly simple phrase should fill us with peace. It should

increase our faith, encourage us, and fuel us with endurance. These are the kind of

Spirit-inspired words that we hold on to in the midst of the difficulty and trials of this

life. When we feel like the waiting is becoming too difficult when we wonder where

the power and justice of God is in the midst of evil when we wonder if the silence

of God means he isn’t there or doesn’t care, we need to remember that God is in

the business of doing things just as he spoke. 
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Zechariah’s prayerful, prophetic song from Luke 1 is a word that we all need

this season. It is a word that we all need every day. They aren’t just the words of

an excited father in the presence of his newborn son. They are words inspired

by God, about God, for God’s people who are waiting patiently on God to

bring all his promises to completion. 

This Christmas Eve, let us joyfully remember that God fulfilled his promises in

and through Jesus. Let us remember that God will bring completion to those

promises someday soon when Jesus returns. On that Day, we will all, filled with

the Spirit, sing the prophetic song of Zechariah and proclaim, “God has done

everything… just as he spoke.” 

Justin Ebert
S T U D E N T  M I N I S T E R



“What do you want for Christmas?“ Have you been asked that question yet? We

ask for Christmas lists for two reasons: it’s easier than trying to guess what people

want and we want to bless our friends and loved ones with something that will

please them and that they will appreciate. There is no use guessing what people

want and wasting our efforts on something they don’t care about. The process of

getting Christmas presents is simple: make a list of all you want and give it to those

who love you enough to purchase, wrap, and present them to you. After all,

Christmas is about getting what you want. 

Well, kind of.

When people ask for a Christmas list, seldom do they ask what you need. In our

affluent culture, most of us consider Christmas to be a time to supply our children

and loved ones with an excess of wants. Only a few appreciate the practicality of

socks or a vacuum cleaner. That is our side of Christmas. God gives us what we

need and more. To understand just how this has worked out, we need to go back

to the beginning. The Bible teaches us that our greatest need is God. He is our

creator and the sustainer of life. All humanity, beginning with Adam and Eve,

forfeited our place with God by rebelling against him. Therefore, we stand

condemned for our sin and rebellion. We need more than anything to be restored

to a right relationship with him.
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There was also a time in Israel’s history when they were thoroughly convinced

they wanted (needed?) a king. They complained to the prophet Samuel for a

king to be like the nations surrounding them. They believed that a king would

provide their necessities and protect them from their enemies. God told

Samuel this request was not a rejection of his leadership but a rejection of

himself. So what did God do? He gave them what they wanted. 

Well, kind of.

First, he appointed Saul as king over Israel, but because Saul rejected God,

God left him. Next, God appointed David as king of Israel and promised him

one of his descendants would forever sit on his throne. This was not just to fulfill

Israel’s want for a king but also their need.

The prophet Isaiah anticipates the day when the king of Israel will address and

correct the brokenness of their nation. Isaiah describes a time in which light,

joy, and rejoicing break forth (Isa 9:1-6). A time when God supplies the wants

and needs of his people. Even though they rejected him by requesting a

human king, God generously gave himself by sending his Son to be their king.

Psalm 95 celebrates the coming of a king. These lofty words of praise could be

spoken of a good king like David, but they apply much more accurately to a

great king like Jesus. And that is what Christmas is all about.

Not kind of, but exactly. Jim Johnson
L E A D  M I N I S T E R  &  E L D E R


