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It’s Time | A Life of Ministry 
 

Overview. 

Ministry is not something that should be left for the spiritual professionals. Ministry - in its 

simplest form - is service, because that is what the word means. Therefore, we are all called 

into the ministry directly from the baptistery. To be a Christian is to serve God and others. All 

of our service should be understood and appreciated as ministry. 

 

Lesson. 

The following was taken from Sean Lucas’ article, “The Ordinary Christian Church.” It helps 

us understand the importance of ministry for everyone! 

 
ORDINARY MINISTRY 

In His ordinary church, God works through ordinary ministry. The Reformers made a distinction be-

tween those biblical offices that were extraordinary and meant to last for a time—such as Apostle and 

prophet—and those biblical offices that were “ordinary and perpetual” in the church—elder and dea-

con (Eph. 4:11-13; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9). The extraordinary ministry of Apostles and prophets 

established the church (Eph. 2:20), their foundational teaching consisting of the canon of Scripture. 

However, from the close of the canon to the present, God has used the ordinary, regular ministry of 

elders and deacons to build up the church (1 Tim. 3:15). 

 

These elders and deacons are chosen by God’s people in concurrence with Christ’s own determination 

to gift His people with officers (Acts 6:1-7, 14:23; Eph 4:7-12). Far from involving a supernatural, 

extraordinary call, the calling to ordinary ministry comes through God’s people looking among them-

selves for men “of good repute, full of the spirit and of wisdom” (Acts 6:3). These men are set apart to 

take what they have received concerning the gospel and to pass it on faithfully to others (2 Tim. 2:2). 

And while some of these men will do this on a full-time basis and receive remuneration (1 Cor. 9:8-
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12; 1 Tim. 5:17), others will continue in their daily work as tent-makers, fishermen, teachers, and doc-

tors even as they shepherd the flock of God (Acts 18:1-4, 24-28; 1 Cor. 9:6-7). Elders devote them-

selves primarily to prayer and the ministry of the Word and deacons to serving the physical needs of 

the people, but both work for the building up of God’s ordinary church (Acts 6:1-7). 

 

This is the normal ministry through which God works—elders and deacons doing ordinary ministry in 

response to God’s call that comes through the regular processes of the church. But the church ad-

vances its cause not only through an ordinary ministry, but also through ordinary men and women liv-

ing daily life in the world and church. 

 

ORDINARY PEOPLE 

The Reformers insisted that God’s cause in the world advances through ordinary people living out 

their callings in every area of life. As men and women trust in Christ in their daily work, they do good 

works. These works are as good as a pastor when he preaches or as an elder who ministers at the bed-

side of a dying woman. Luther put it this way: “If he finds his heart confident that it pleases God, then 

the work is good, even if it were so small a thing as picking up a straw.” Believers’ work is acceptable 

to God not because it is church-related or world-renowned; it is acceptable because it is done in faith, 

because it pleases God, and because God uses it to prosper His world. God uses ordinary people as a 

kingdom of priests who represent and mediate common grace to all creation. 

 

This priesthood of all believers also changes our understanding of ordinary life in the church. Since 

every believer is a priest before God united to the chief priest, Jesus, each believer’s worship is signif-

icant (1 Peter 2:4-10). The prayers of the woman on Friday are as valued and valuable in God’s sight 

as the prayers of the minister on Sunday. The Sunday school teaching of the accountant is as valued 

and valuable in God’s sight as the lectures of the seminary professor. All believers have God’s anoint-

ing; all are priests before God; all are significant in building God’s kingdom (1 John 2:27). 

 

This is not to say that God has not gifted some more than others; nor is this to say that God has not 

ordained a structure for His church with elders called to shepherd the flock and to be apt to teach (1 

Peter 5:1-5; Heb. 13:7, 17). However, it is to say that in the ordinary Christian church, God uses ordi-

nary men and women as “priests to his God and Father” (Rev. 1:5), whose worship is significant and 

whose work is acceptable in Christ. 

 

Questions…  

1. How would you summarize today’s message? What aspects of the message stuck with 

you? 

2. Take some time discussing the importance of ordinary ministry. 

3. Do you see yourself as a minister? Should you see yourself as a minister? 

4. How is the mission of the church affected by how we view ministry and the ministry of 

every person? 

5. What specific application of this message are you convicted about implementing into your 

life? (Remember our recognize/respond cycle.) 


