Tennessee Department of Human Services

Personal Safety Curriculum Notification
Since 1985, Tennessee law has required that children in child care agencies receive annual instruction in personal safety, including child sexual abuse
prevention. The personal safety curriculum shall include a Tennessee Department of Human Services (TDHS) recognized component on the prevention
of child abuse.
Public Chapter 1032 passed by the General Assembly in 2008 requires that child care agencies have a personal safety curriculum, including a child
sexual abuse component, for children enrolled in the agency, and that parents/legal guardians be informed about the curriculum, methods and
terminology that will be used in teaching children about personal safety. TDHS was directed to provide guidelines for this curriculum, but individual child
care agencies may choose a curriculum that accomplishes the same goal, and may use different terminology in the curriculum. The child care agency is
required to allow parents/legal guardians to review and ask questions about the curriculum, and to meet with representatives of the child care agency if
they have questions.
In addition, the child care agency must obtain from parents/legal guardians a form acknowledging that they have been notified of the child sexual
abuse/personal safety curriculum being used by the child care agency in which the child is enrolled. A copy of the form is required to be maintained in
the child’s record.
“Keeping Kids Safe” is the sample personal safety curriculum offered by TDHS. This curriculum takes a holistic approach to the safety of children. The
curriculum is composed of the following units: Self Esteem, Family & Friends, Feelings, Problem Solving, Personal Safety (general) and Personal Safety
(four to five (4- 5) year olds), and Safety Around Me. All sessions begin with group time and are followed by supplemental activities that give children
additional practice in understanding the concepts. The curriculum uses hand puppets to serve as a group motivator and to introduce the stories.
Together staff and parents decide what terminology to use when referring to the genitals, either the correct anatomical terms or the general term “private
body parts” as specified below.
Child care agencies, please provide an answer for the questions that follow.
1.

Identify the personal safety curriculum used by your agency:
•
“Keeping Kids Safe” is the personal safety curriculum used by our child care agency.
•
Our agency uses another personal safety curriculum described below:
Method of Instruction: "Keeping Kids Safe" is the sample safety curriculum offered by DHS. Judson Weekday Ministry does an
adapted form of this curriculum. The KKS topics of self-esteem, family and friends, problem solving, personal safety, and safety
around me are included in our Wee Learn Curriculum. Teachers may also mention "your private parts" as they help with the
restroom needs of young children.
In compliance with the Department of Human Services requirement, we discuss how their private parts are those that are covered
by their bathing suit. At this time, our PreK teachers will also talk with their students about safe touches and unsafe touches. Our
program has found two books to be helpful: "My Body Belongs to Me" and "Joey Wants to Know".

2. For all personal safety curriculum, please provide the sample anatomical terminology to be used:
•

Sample Terminology: We will use the standard terms for all of their body parts.

Some child care providers use the “Keeping Kids Safe” personal safety curriculum. Below is the web address where you can find this sample curriculum,
provided by TDHS. You can click the link to review the curriculum at your leisure.
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/human- services/documents/keeping_kids_safe_content_updated_wdraft_cover.pdf
DHS staff should check the “Forms” section of the intranet to ensure the use of current versions. Forms may not be altered without prior approval. Distribution: Child Care Agencies RDA: 2341 HS-2984 (Rev. 07-2019)

The instructional materials used in the agency personal safety curriculum are available for review by the parents or legal guardians. I / We acknowledge
that we have been provided an opportunity to review the agency’s personal safety curriculum and have been notified of the sexual abuse/personal safety
curriculum for our child/children.
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