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A Life Worth Dying For

In the beginning, God created all things good. With the making of humankind 
as male and female, He even declared His creation to be very good. Paradise 
was the location; abundant life was the experience, that is, until the taint of sin 
covered the world through the rebellion of Adam and Eve against their Creator.

As a result, humanity lost its paradise and was separated from the God who 
created all things good. Death was God’s warning for disobedience, and death 
became the reality—the death of living apart from God (sin), the death of 
life (physical death), and the death of eternal separation from God’s goodness 
(spiritual death).

But the God of all good things was not finished. He called a people to Himself 
to be a light to the world. He gave them His holy expectations that they should 
follow them. He made provision for sin through sacrifices. And even when His 
people continued to rebel against Him, He promised life from death.

In comes Jesus, the Son of God sent into the world to make all things new. “In 
him was life, and that life was the light of men” (John 1:4). “Full of grace and 
truth,” Jesus obeyed all of the Father’s holy expectations (1:14). He is “the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (1:29). He laid down His life in 
death on a cross to secure life for those who follow Him (10:11), and He proved 
it in His resurrection when He took up His life again (10:18). A thief comes to 
steal, kill, and destroy; Jesus came so we might once again have life and have it 
in abundance (10:10).

So how should we respond to this good news? By turning from sin (repentance) 
and believing in Jesus (faith). The one who loves his life will lose it, but the one 
who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life (12:25). The treasures 
and pleasures of this world cannot compare to the eternal life found in Jesus.

God’s Word to You
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In these sessions of The Gospel Project, 
we experience some of the most exciting 
narratives in Scripture. There are accounts 

here of sin and judgment, of moral decline and merciful 
intervention, and of rescuers who need rescue. Through it all, 
one thing is clear: God is with His people and He is faithful to 
His promise. 

It’s important to keep that central theme in mind because many 
people read these stories about the conquest of the land and 
try to find examples for emulation. To be clear, we can learn 
a lot from these Old Testament heroes (see 1 Cor. 10), but we 
cannot implement their virtues apart from our connection to 
the Vine—Jesus Christ Himself, the One who bears fruit in us 
and through us. 

As we walk through our present wilderness, struggling against 
sin and encountering sorrow, we know that the God who 
has gone before us is faithful. He is the One who prepares 
the way for us to be His ambassadors. He is the One who 
breaks the chains of our idolatry and lifts our gaze to His 
unchanging glory.

A Word from the Editor
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49Unit 8, Session 148 Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________________

Unit #, Session #

Group Time

Point 1:   God goes with His people to give them strength 
and courage (Josh. 1:6-9). 

6 “Be strong and courageous, for you will distribute the land I swore to their 
fathers to give them as an inheritance. 7 Above all, be strong and very courageous to 
observe carefully the whole instruction my servant Moses commanded you. Do not 
turn from it to the right or the left, so that you will have success wherever you go. 
8 This book of instruction must not depart from your mouth; you are to meditate 
on it day and night so that you may carefully observe everything written in it. For 
then you will prosper and succeed in whatever you do. 9 Haven’t I commanded you: 
be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.”

JOSHUA’S DUTIES GOD’S PROMISES

Why would God repeatedly instruct Joshua to “be strong and courageous”? For 
starters, Joshua needed to hear this message. He needed the encouragement because 
of the challenge that was before him. Joshua was to be strong and courageous first, 
to conquer and distribute the land (v. 6), second, to observe carefully God’s 
instruction (vv. 7-8), and third, because God was with him (v. 9). 

What are some ways can we know and experience the presence 
of God? 

The Call to Courage

SESSION IN A SENTENCE: God goes before His people with power to give 
us courage to follow wherever He goes. 

MAIN PASSAGES: Joshua 1:6-9; 3:5-8,14-17; 4:20-24

If you had a do-over for any day in your past, where would you use it? 

A hypothetical do-over typically involves some regret, but starting over in reality often 
comes with a sense of power and freedom. 

•  Sports fans understand that the start of each new season brings with it the 
ability to put any woes of the prior season in the past and replace them with 
hope for what lies ahead, at least for a game or two. 

•  Some of the best entrepreneurs look back at a time when they failed and 
were forced to start over as the key moment that led to their success. 

•  Sometimes we experience the gift of a new start in small, ordinary ways: 
tossing a failed recipe and starting over from scratch, erasing an email draft 
and writing it over, or stopping a difficult conversation midway through 
and asking the other person if you can start over again.

The Book of Joshua in the Bible is a do-over God granted the next generation of 
Israelites after wandering in the wilderness for forty years because of the unbelief and 
disobedience of the previous generation. But would they do what their parents and 
grandparents had failed to do—would they trust God and follow His commands? 

1Unit 8, Session

Unit 8, Session 1

61Unit 8, Session 2

Notes

60 Daily Discipleship Guide

My Mission
Because we have experienced victory over sin and death through Jesus, we tell people of 
every tribe and nation about Jesus so they too might trust in Him and become part of 
the one people of God.

•  How will you follow Rahab’s example of faith in the one true God? 

•  What can your group do to grow as a welcoming group for all who are 
a part of it and all who could be? 

•  What people group will you pray for and strive to be part of reaching 
with the gospel?

Point 3:   An enemy becomes part of God’s people and 
shares in God’s victory (Josh. 6:22-25).

22 Joshua said to the two men who had scouted the land, “Go to the prostitute’s house 
and bring the woman out of there, and all who are with her, just as you swore to her.” 
23 So the young men who had scouted went in and brought out Rahab and her father, 
mother, brothers, and all who belonged to her. They brought out her whole family 
and settled them outside the camp of Israel.

24 They burned the city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and 
the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord’s house. 25 However, 
Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, her father’s family, and all who belonged to her, 
because she hid the messengers Joshua had sent to spy on Jericho, and she still lives in 
Israel today.

When Rahab hid the spies, she asked them to promise that they would spare her and 
her family from death during Israel’s conquest of Jericho (2:12-13), but she would receive 
so much more. Removed from the city for their safety, they weren’t just sent on their 
way but were settled outside the Israelites’ camp, and later they were welcomed into the 
victorious people of God. In God’s mercy, Rahab and her family were allowed to live. In 
God’s grace, Rahab and her family were brought into the people of God. 

People of God: Scripture describes the church as “the people of God.” 

Comprised of both ________________ and ________________, the church is created 

by God through the __________________________ of ________________. As the people 

of God, the church seeks to live under God’s ruling care while we are protected 

and cared for by Him. 

Though she was now part of God’s people, God still was not done with Rahab. In 
Matthew 1, we see that her story continued. Rahab married Salmon and had a son 
named Boaz, who fathered Obed, who fathered Jesse. Then came David, the king 
whose descendant would be the promised King of kings—Jesus. Surely Rahab had no 
idea what was in store for her on the day she asked in faith for two spies to spare her life. 

What are some ways God uses His people for His glory and mission? 

How to Use The Gospel Project Daily Discipleship Guide

Gather with your group for Bible study and fellowship. Use the 
Group Time in your Daily Discipleship Guide to follow along 
and participate in the session. Mark up the Scripture passages, 
answer the questions, fill in the blanks, do the activities, write out 
questions and thoughts—Make this guide yours!

At the conclusion of the session, use My Mission to respond to 
the truths from God’s Word. Choose at least one of the questions 
on the page to drive your response in faith, in community, and 
in mission for Jesus Christ, the center of God’s Word and our 
purpose in life.

1

2
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63Unit 8, Session 262 Daily Discipleship Guide

Day 2:   Read Joshua 2:8-24

Word had traveled fast about what God had done for the Israelites. Rahab and the 
rest of the people of Jericho had heard about God drying up the waters of the Jordan 
River. They had heard of God giving the Israelites victory over the Amorites. And 
they believed. But while the people of Jericho believed in fear, Rahab believed in faith, 
which would lead to her deliverance from the coming judgment and inclusion with the 
people of God. 

In these verses, we are reminded of the power of a testimony. Word of what God had 
done had traveled to Jericho because someone, somewhere, had told others what he or 
she had witnessed. It may have been one person or it may have been several people, but 
someone’s testimony ended up in Rahab’s ears and led to her faith in God. Just as most 
of the people of Jericho heard without faith, many who hear what we tell them about 
Christ will also refuse to believe. But that should not discourage us. We must continue 
to tell the gospel to others, trusting that God might send a Rahab our way this very day. 

What has God done, or what is He doing right now, that you can tell 
someone else about today?

Day 3:   Read Joshua 6:1-14 

Grammar is not a favorite subject for many people, but it sure helps to pay attention to 
it as we study the Bible. Notice the verb tense the Lord used in verse 2: “I have handed.” 
God used the past tense to speak of the future event of delivering Jericho, the king, and 
the soldiers into his hand.

We know that God did not make a grammar mistake here; there is a reason why He 
used the past tense in this way here. He was affirming His sovereign authority over the 
situation. He was speaking of the future victory He would give Joshua and the Israelites 
in the past tense because He had already willed it to happen and nothing can stop Him 
from bringing to pass what He wills. 

We see something similar in Jesus’ high priestly prayer in John 17. In verse 4, Jesus said 
to the Father, “I have glorified you on earth by completing the work you gave me to 
do.” Jesus used the past tense to speak of a future event, in this case, the cross. Just as 
Jericho’s fall was sure in Joshua 6, so was Jesus’ exaltation on the cross in John 17. 

What sure promises of God do you need to rest in today? 

Daily Study

Day 1:   Read Joshua 2:1-7 

The Israelites were at the cusp of the promised land once more. Forty years before, 
twelve spies, including Joshua, had gone into the land. Ten of those spies had returned 
declaring that Israel could not conquer the land. Only two, Joshua and Caleb, trusted in 
God. Now these two men were leading the next generation of Israelites into the land, 
and their first step was to send spies into the land once again. But that was where the 
similarities ended. This time it would not be twelve spies but two. And this time the 
spies’ mission was not to scout the land to help determine the probability of victory but 
to scout the land, namely Jericho, to help determine a strategy for victory. The victory 
had been promised by God, and this time the Israelites would enter the land in a 
posture of trust. 

In this passage, we are reminded that actions 
can be misleading. Both Moses’ generation and 
Joshua’s generation of Israelites began with the 
same action—from the outside they looked to 
be mirroring one another. However, the intent 
of their actions was very different. At best, the 
intent of Moses’ spies was to act for faith—to find 
evidence that would help them develop trust in 
God. The intent of Joshua’s spies, on the other 
hand, was to act from faith—to find what God 
had given them and perhaps how He had given 
it to them. Similar actions; different motivations. 
One scouting trip was done honoring God, the other rebelling against Him. 

When have your actions seemed right from the outside but performed 
with the wrong intentions or motivations? What happened? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ These three be all one, 
‘perfect faith,’—‘assured 
hope and confidence 
in Christ’s mercy,’—and 
‘undoubted trust in God, in 
his words and promises.’ ” 2 

–Thomas Cranmer 
(1489-1556)

65Unit 8, Session 2

Notes

64 Daily Discipleship Guide

Encourage One Another
Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime 
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and 
you are responding.

Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:

•  An enemy recognizes God’s future victory and appeals for mercy (Josh. 2:8-13). 

•  An enemy escapes destruction and lives to see God’s victory 
(Josh. 6:15-17,20-21). 

•  An enemy becomes part of God’s people and shares in God’s victory 
(Josh. 6:22-25).

How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?

What are your stories of trusting in Christ for salvation, and what do they 
have in common with Rahab? Why should this humble believers? 

What opportunities do you have to invite outsiders into the people of 
God through the gospel? What steps will you take this week to do so? 

Day 4:   Read Joshua 6:15-21 

The Jericho account in the opening chapters of the Book of Joshua is full of faith, 
with Rahab’s and Joshua’s faith rising to the top. But we have to be careful not to miss 
another great example of faith—that of the Israelite soldiers. Here we see an army ready 
to go to war and likely full of a mixture of anticipation and nervousness. And yet, for 
six days, God had them take a stroll around their enemy’s fortified city. Surely this was 
frustrating for the Israelite soldiers. They could see the thickness and height of the city 
walls. They could appreciate the size of the city they walked around. 

Then, finally, on the seventh day, they were called to action, although it was not the 
action a soldier would expect. They would not charge the walls. They would not hoist 
ladders and scale their enemy’s fortifications. Instead, they would shout. That was 
it. Nothing else. It must not have made much sense to the Israelite soldiers. It must 
have been frustrating. And yet, they did exactly what God had called them to do in 
obedience and in faith. Sometimes God calls us to act in faith; at other times, like here, 
He calls on us not to act, in faith. 

Consider a time in your life when God’s plan was simply to move. How 
willing were you to follow His simple instruction? Why?

Day 5:   Read Joshua 6:22-27 

The battle was over. The once thriving, formidable city of Jericho was now a smoldering 
mound of ruins. But Joshua wasn’t done with Jericho just yet. It wasn’t enough that the 
city was destroyed; he cursed the pile of ruins, declaring that anyone who attempted to 
rebuild it would suffer greatly. This was not just an end for Jericho, it was to be the end. 

But the end of Jericho was also a beginning for Rahab and her family. And in the same 
way, Rahab’s beginning was not just a beginning, it was the beginning. Her old self was 
as dead as the city she was leaving behind; she was now part of God’s people. Her faith 
in God had given her a new life. Her life was changed forever in this one event. 

We see here a picture of the power of God to change us by grace through faith. When 
we trust in Christ, our old self is put to death and we have been given new life in Christ. 

How do you live as your old, dead self at times? Why? How can you live 
as your new self? 

During the week following the session, use the five Daily Study 
devotions to build on the foundation laid during the “Group Time.” 
These devotions will help you get into God’s Word for yourself 
and take initiative in your own discipleship. Read the Scriptures, 
respond to the questions, and grow in the faith. 

Finally, Encourage One Another provides a brief guide for small 
groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect 
on the session and to share how God is working and they are 
responding. Meet up with a group once a week for fellowship, 
encouragement in the faith, and mutual accountability. 

3

4
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God Guides 
His People 

Unit 7

Memory Verses

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may 
have eternal life.”

–John 3:14-15

Numbers; Deuteronomy

© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources



Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________________ 11

1Unit 7, Session

Unit 7, Session 1

The Rebellion of God’s People

SESSION IN A SENTENCE: Rebellion against God is rooted in failing to 
trust God and always has consequences.

MAIN PASSAGES: Numbers 13:1-2,30-33; 14:1-4,30-35

Firefighters responded to the call of a building on fire. Upon arrival, they noticed a 
girl on the tenth floor, but they could not reach her with their ladder truck because the 
street was too narrow. So the firefighters set up a net for the girl to jump into. They 
pleaded with her to jump into the net, doing their best to assure her that she would 
be safe. But there was a problem: the girl was blind. The girl could not see the net and 
could not bring herself to trust the pleas and assurances of the firefighters. 

Then the girl’s father arrived on the scene, grabbed the bullhorn, and called out to his 
daughter for her to jump into the net. The girl leapt from the window and landed safely. 
Throughout the girl’s life, she had trusted the sound of her father’s voice to guide her 
where she could not see. The girl heard her father’s voice and knew she could trust him 
because he had faithfully guided her so many times in the past. Because of her trust in 
the faithfulness of her father, she walked away from the burning building unscathed. 1 

What is the difference between trusting someone you know and trusting 
someone you do not know? 

© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources



12 Daily Discipleship Guide

Group Time

Point 1:   Rebellion against God begins by ignoring His 
provision and promises (Num. 13:1-2,30-33). 

1 The Lord spoke to Moses: 2 “Send men to scout out the land of Canaan I am 
giving to the Israelites. Send one man who is a leader among them from each of their 
ancestral tribes.”
.................................................

30 Then Caleb quieted the people in the presence of Moses and said, “Let’s go up 
now and take possession of the land because we can certainly conquer it! ”

31 But the men who had gone up with him responded, “We can’t attack the people 
because they are stronger than we are! ” 32 So they gave a negative report to the Israelites 
about the land they had scouted: “The land we passed through to explore is one that 
devours its inhabitants, and all the people we saw in it are men of great size. 33 We 
even saw the Nephilim there—the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim! To 
ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, and we must have seemed the same to them.”

God promised the Israelites the land of Canaan, and He had also showed them, quite 
clearly, that He had the power to make good on that promise because He had made 
good on another promise—deliverance from Egypt. But Israel’s ability to take residence 
in the promised land was contingent on their faithfulness to the God who had always 
been faithful to them.

What are some things in your life you can remember to help you remain 
faithful to God? 

The spies Moses sent saw that the land was flowing with milk and honey, confirming 
the truth of what God had said about the land, and they acknowledged this before the 
people (Num. 13:27). But when they spoke about the cities and the people in the land, 
their report turned negative (vv. 28-29,31-33). Ten of the spies saw their own weakness 
and stopped there, but Caleb and Joshua looked through their weakness and looked 
upon God. The spies may have felt like grasshoppers compared to the people in the 
land, but the people of the land were not even ants compared to the God of Israel. All 
the Israelites had to do was trust in God’s power and faithfulness. Sadly, they did not.

© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources



13Unit 7, Session 1

Point 2:   Rebellion against God impacts others 
(Num. 14:1-4).

1 Then the whole community broke into loud cries, and the people wept that night. 
2 All the Israelites complained about Moses and Aaron, and the whole community 
told them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this 
wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us into this land to die by the sword? Our 
wives and children will become plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to 
Egypt? ” 4 So they said to one another, “Let’s appoint a leader and go back to Egypt.”

The Israelites failed to trust that God is faithful, 
which led to disobedience as they refused to enter 
the land He promised them. The Israelites’ 
response was not a surprise to God. Their 
rebellion against Him only revealed the sinfulness 
that was already deep in their hearts, of which 
God was fully aware (1 Sam. 16:7). Because of 
their unbelieving hearts, the Israelites complained 
like a people who were without hope, though God 
had made it plain to them that He would provide 
for them and protect them from their enemies. 

What are some things that our actions reveal about our hearts? 

Sin as Rebellion: The Bible often portrays sin in terms of defiance and 

rebellion toward _______________________. Sin is personal and willful disobedience, 

the raising of a _______________________ toward the One who made us.

The Israelites, swayed by the negative report of the ten spies, decided it would be best 
for them to choose a new leader for themselves and return to Egypt, to the place of 
their captivity. Therefore, they threatened to kill the leaders God had placed over them 
(Num. 14:10). Furthermore, their rebellion deserved immediate judgment from God, 
but Moses interceded for them once again on account of God’s glory before the nations, 
and He relented (vv. 11-19). The sin of the Israelites affected the way they viewed the 
leaders God had given them, and it had the potential of affecting how the nations 
around them viewed God. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ Conduct, is what we do; 
character, is what we are … 
Character is the state of the 
heart, conduct its outward 
expression. Character is the 
root of the tree, conduct, the 
fruit it bears.” 2 

–E. M. Bounds (1835-1913)

© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources



14 Daily Discipleship Guide

Point 3:   Rebellion against God has consequences 
(Num. 14:30-35).

30 I swear that none of you will enter the land I promised to settle you in, except 
Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 31 I will bring your children whom 
you said would become plunder into the land you rejected, and they will enjoy it. 
32 But as for you, your corpses will fall in this wilderness. 33 Your children will be 
shepherds in the wilderness for forty years and bear the penalty for your acts of 
unfaithfulness until all your corpses lie scattered in the wilderness. 34 You will bear 
the consequences of your iniquities forty years based on the number of the forty days 
that you scouted the land, a year for each day. You will know my displeasure. 35 I, the 
Lord, have spoken. I swear that I will do this to the entire evil community that has 
conspired against me. They will come to an end in the wilderness, and there they 
will die.”

God’s glory is paramount to Him, and by extension, it should be for us as well. That’s 
why He created us—to glorify Him (Isa. 43:7). That is why He formed a nation 
through Abraham and his descendants, so that He might be glorified through His great 
and glorious acts of redemption. Yes, God has a faithful love for His people; He is great 
in His compassion and mercy. But these are not all that drive Him. His glory does too. 
The wondrous beauty of it all is that the salvation of people is one of the greatest ways 
God makes His glory known. The Israelites missed this and suffered the consequences. 

How can we glorify God and make His glory known through our lives? 

In Numbers 14:30-35 we see the chilling reality of the consequences of sin. The 
Israelites had disobeyed God time and time again, and time and time again, God had 
been patient with them (v. 11). But now their rebellion had earned their eventual death 
in the wilderness because “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). God had been patient 
with these people, but God’s patience does not mean He will spare sinners from the 
consequences of their sin forever. 

What should it look like to share the gospel with urgency? 
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My Mission
Because we have experienced God’s forgiveness of our rebellion through Christ, we trust 
God as we obey His calling to share His kingdom with the nations. 

• How will you respond in faith to God’s patience toward rebellion?

•  What are some ways your group can remind one another of God’s 
faithfulness and encourage each other toward obedience?

•  How will you share the gospel of Jesus Christ with urgency in the 
coming days? 
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Daily Study

Day 1:   Read Numbers 12:1-16 

It was bad enough when the Israelites rebelled against Moses, but the rebellion of 
Miriam and Aaron surely hit him harder. Like we see happen in many confrontations, 
Aaron and Miriam hid the true motivation of their criticism behind a different excuse: 
Moses’ marriage to a Cushite woman. But their main complaint was Moses being God’s 
primary spokesperson. 

When Miriam and Aaron confronted the man God had chosen to speak for Him, He 
chose to speak for Himself. God pronounced judgment on them for their sin, and in 
His anger, He gave Miriam a skin disease. Aaron was immediately repentant and asked 
Moses to do something about Miriam’s disease. God’s servant responded by lifting His 
voice in intercession to God, and Miriam was healed. 

This account offers a picture of how we are to 
respond to God when He reveals Himself to us. 
God’s self-revelation shows us two things: who He 
is and who we are. When we see God for who He 
is and what He has done, we then can properly see 
ourselves for who we are. All pretense is stripped 
away. All false comparisons crumble around us. 
We look upon the holiness of God, which forces 
us to face our sinfulness, drawing us toward 
repentance. And because of the intercession of 
Jesus, the One who made atonement for our sin, 
we are able to experience forgiveness, cleansing, 
and the joy of our salvation.

In what ways does seeing the truth of who God is humble you? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“ God is the rescuer. Jesus is 
the hero. You don’t have to 
carry the burden for all your 
people, you just have to trust 
that Jesus does.” 3 

–Annie Downs
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Day 2:   Read Numbers 13:1-33 

The way God told Moses to send the Israelite spies into the land was a reminder to him 
and the Israelites of God’s promise to give them the land: “Send men to scout out the 
land of Canaan I am giving to the Israelites” (Num. 13:2, emphasis added). The land of 
Canaan was a good land, flowing with milk and honey, which made it a land worth 
fighting for, and God would drive the people out of the land so His people could take 
possession of it. Yet they rebelled against Him and refused to go into the land where 
they would have had rest and all of their needs provided for.

Later in Scripture, the land of Canaan is used as a picture of heaven—our place of rest 
(see Heb. 3–4). The Israelites had left slavery in Egypt and endured a trek through 
the wilderness to make it to the promised land, but their sin prevented them from 
entering. Through Jesus, we are freed from the slavery to sin, yet we continue to live in 
the wilderness—a fallen and broken world. However, in light of eternity, our journey to 
our promised land is short. We are called to trust God in faithfulness as we journey on, 
placing our hope in His promise to bring us home to the place of our rest. 

How might the hope of what God has in store for you in heaven change 
the way you approach each day now?

Day 3:   Read Numbers 14:1-25 

Faith in God leads to obedience to His commands. God has revealed Himself to us 
so that we would turn to Him in faith and love Him and then, through that faith 
and love, obey Him. But our obedience is short-circuited immediately when our faith 
erodes. After the Israelites’ rebellion, when God pronounced judgment on them, God 
first declared how patient He had been with His people. He then threatened to do away 
with them completely. But Moses interceded on behalf of the people, appealing to the 
glory and promises of God. 

Each day, we encounter people who have not trusted in Jesus for salvation. They too 
stand under the righteous judgment of a patient God (2 Pet. 3:9). God invites us to join 
Him on His mission of making His presence known. We do this by proclaiming the 
gospel but also by praying earnestly for those who don’t know Him that they might 
repent of their sin, turn to Jesus, and experience life. 

Whom will you pray for who doesn’t know Jesus? How will you tell them 
about Jesus this week? 
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Day 4:   Read Numbers 14:26-45 

After God pronounced judgment on the Israelites for their disobedience, the people 
responded by grieving. However, there is a difference between grieving sin and grieving 
the consequences of sin. 

When we grieve the consequences of sin, we are distraught by being disciplined or 
because we missed out on something that we wanted. The focus is on us. But when we 
grieve sin itself, we are distraught because our fellowship with God has been disrupted 
and we are failing to glorify God as He deserves. The focus is on God. 

The Israelites’ willingness to go into the promised land without the presence of God 
shows that they hadn’t repented of their sin. They didn’t want God’s presence; they 
wanted God’s presents. The worst place for us to be is in sin because it disrupts our 
fellowship with God. Having anything without God is far worse than having nothing 
with God. We need to remember this, let God drive it into our hearts, and be quick to 
grieve over our sin, not just its consequences. 

How have you grieved over sin recently? Have you focused on the sin 
itself or on the consequences of sin? 

Day 5:   Read Numbers 16:1-50 

Once again, we encounter a rebellion against Moses. But we have to see Israel’s repeated 
lack of trust in Moses for what it really was—a lack of trust in God. This was their root 
problem. This was what had to be addressed over and over. Rebelling against Moses was 
merely the symptom. Rebelling against God was the disease needing to be cured. 

While most of us may never be in charge of leading a massive group of hardhearted 
people through the wilderness, we are all called to take the message of the gospel to a 
world that wants nothing to do with it. Our job is simple: live the gospel; preach the 
gospel. But because the gospel is offensive, people will despise us. Like Moses, we must 
remember that it is not really us whom they despise and reject; it is Christ. And so, 
like Moses, but even more so like Christ, we must show compassion to the people we 
have been called to love and serve, and we must pray that through our kindness and 
perseverance they might be reached with the gospel we proclaim. 

How does praying for people change the way you see them?
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Encourage One Another
Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime 
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and 
you are responding.

Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:

•  Rebellion against God begins by ignoring His provision and promises 
(Num. 13:1-2,30-33). 

• Rebellion against God impacts others (Num. 14:1-4). 

• Rebellion against God has consequences (Num. 14:30-35). 

How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?

What are some ways you need others to encourage you to obey the 
commands and instructions of the Lord?

How are you being wise with your time, in light of the patience of God, 
to help others see the glory of God in Jesus Christ?
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Volume 4: A Kingdom Provided
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Into the Promised Land

In His compassionate timing, the Lord delivered His people from 
slavery in Egypt by means of Moses and great signs and wonders. 
Then He guided them to the edge of the promised land. But all 
of His provision and protection was rejected there as the people 
rebelled against Him in fear, and they paid the consequences of 
their unbelief and disobedience. Yet God was faithful.

The next generation of Israelites returned to the edge of the 
promised land forty years later, and this time they marched in 
faith behind their new leader, Joshua. True to His word, the Lord 
fought for His people and settled them in their new home, a good 
land, a fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. 

The Israelites had peace in the land, but they still had work to do 
to drive out their enemies. Rather than obey in faith, they rebelled 
once again, causing God to discipline them with other nations. 
Still, the Lord is always faithful and compassionate, and He raised 
up deliverers for His people. But their shortcomings revealed the 
need for the ultimate Deliverer from the curse of sin, Jesus Christ.
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