
Set Futures
God promises to bless those who are faithful to Him and  
discipline those who are not.

Leviticus 26:3-16,40-45
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What do you do that requires intentional practice? What benefits have you seen as a 
result of that intentional practice?

Most of us enjoy watching athletes perform at the highest level. A gymnast executing a perfect 
routine, a basketball player hitting the game-winning basket, or a football player making a 
one-handed catch will bring us to our feet in amazement. That one event or play may become 
a defining moment, but hours of intentional practice were behind that one moment.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
One of the clear teachings of Scripture is that God’s people are to be holy because He is holy. 
The pattern for holiness is made clear in God’s commands to His people. Not only are God’s 
commands a direct revelation of His expectations, but they are also the best way to live in the 
world that God designed to function in a certain way. 

The first major section of the Book of Leviticus focuses on the laws concerning sacrifices and 
offerings (chaps. 1–7). The second main section focuses on the ministry of priests (chaps. 
8–10). The third major section of Leviticus is concerned with purity laws—how to distinguish 
between what is clean and what is unclean (chaps. 11–15). The focal point of the Book of 
Leviticus is chapter 16; it deals with the Day of Atonement. As we saw in last week’s session, 
the Day of Atonement points to Jesus’ death on the cross that made atonement once and for 
all for the sins of humanity.

The final major section of Leviticus deals with God’s requirements for holy living. This is 
the longest section of the book (chaps. 17–27). These chapters have been titled the “Holiness 
Code” because they consist of a list of regulations related to holy living. The instructions 
contained in this section may be categorized under ten headings: sacrifice and blood (17:1-16), 
sexual prohibitions (18:1-30), interpersonal relationships (19:1-37), capital offenses (20:1-27), 
worship and holiness (21:1–22:33), holy days (23:1-44), consecration and desecration (24:1-23), 
the Sabbath and the Year of Jubilee (25:1-55), blessings and curses (26:1-46), and vows and 
offerings (27:1-34). 
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Passage Outline

Promise (Lev. 26:3-13)

Warning (Lev. 26:14-16)

Return (Lev. 26:40-45)

Keywords

a.  “Decrees” (NLT; NIV); laws 
or rules from God given 
to His people generally 
regarding nature (Job 
28:26; Jer. 5:22; 31:35-36) 
or what is allocated to 
His people (Gen. 47:22; 
Ex. 29:28). Life under 
God’s covenant required 
honest dealings—and 
accountability when those 
laws were violated.

b.  Savage beasts, except for 
snakes and scorpions, 
have not been much of 
a problem in Palestine 
for many years. God 
promised to drive 
out the Canaanites 
gradually so that the 
dangerous animals would 
not multiply unduly 
(Ex. 23:30).

c.  A binding pledge; God 
would continually walk 
with His people and bless 
them if they were faithful 
in keeping the covenant 
they had made with Him.

d.  Hearts that had not 
been transformed by the 
spiritual circumcision of 
repentance and faith.

LEVITICUS 26:3-16,40-45
3 “If you follow my statutes  and faithfully observe my commands,  

4 I will give you rain at the right time, and the land will yield its produce, 

and the trees of the field will bear their fruit. 5 Your threshing will 

continue until grape harvest, and the grape harvest will continue until 

sowing time; you will have plenty of food to eat and live securely in your 

land. 6 I will give peace to the land, and you will lie down with nothing 

to frighten you. I will remove dangerous animals  from the land, and 

no sword will pass through your land. 7 You will pursue your enemies, 

and they will fall before you by the sword. 8 Five of you will pursue a 

hundred, and a hundred of you will pursue ten thousand; your enemies 

will fall before you by the sword. 9 I will turn to you, make you fruitful 

and multiply you, and confirm my covenant  with you. 10 You will 

eat the old grain of the previous year and will clear out the old to make 

room for the new. 11 I will place my residence among you, and I will not 

reject you. 12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be 

my people. 13 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land 

of Egypt, so that you would no longer be their slaves. I broke the bars of 

your yoke and enabled you to live in freedom. 14 But if you do not obey 

me and observe all these commands— 15 if you reject my statutes and 

despise my ordinances, and do not observe all my commands—and 

break my covenant, 16 then I will do this to you: I will bring terror 

on you—wasting disease and fever that will cause your eyes to fail 

and your life to ebb away. You will sow your seed in vain because your 

enemies will eat it.” […]  40 “But when they confess their iniquity and 

the iniquity of their fathers—their unfaithfulness that they practiced 

against me, and how they acted with hostility toward me, 41 and I 

acted with hostility toward them and brought them into the land of 

their enemies—and when their uncircumcised hearts  are humbled 

and they make amends for their iniquity, 42 then I will remember my 

covenant with Jacob. I will also remember my covenant with Isaac and 

my covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land. 43 For the 

land abandoned by them will make up for its Sabbaths by lying desolate 

without the people, while they make amends for their iniquity, because 

they rejected my ordinances and abhorred my statutes. 44 Yet in spite 

of this, while they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject or 

abhor them so as to destroy them and break my covenant with them, 

since I am the Lord their God. 45 For their sake I will remember the 

covenant with their fathers, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt in 

the sight of the nations to be their God; I am the Lord.”
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
According to these verses, the promises of abundance are tied to Israel’s obedience to the 
word of God. These blessings included rain, abundant crops, good harvest, and protection 
from enemies. God also promised that Israel would enjoy divine protection and victory over 
their enemies if they observed His commands. Also, if they were obedient, God would allow 
the people to be fruitful and multiply. In this passage we are reminded that God desires His 
people to experience blessing. But we must be careful not to think that God’s blessing is 
something earned; blessing is the proper implication of being made the people of God. All of 
God’s blessings are a sign of His grace.

How does the future promised by God motivate a person to pursue obedience and 
holiness in this life here and now?

The opposite of blessing is cursing. God warned Israel that if they disobeyed His commands, 
they would face His discipline, which would include defeat at the hands of enemies. Even 
today we recognize the downward cycle of disobedience and the curses that follow.

The personal curses of disobedience relate to inner turmoil, wasting disease, and heartache. 
The curse of disobedience would also include difficulty with harvesting from the land and the 
inability to ward off enemies, who would eat the fruits of the Israelites’ labor. Their rejection of 
God’s commands would result in their subsequent ejection from the blessings of God’s favor.

What do you think motivates a person more—a blessing or a warning? Can you have 
one without the other? Explain.

KEY DOCTRINE: God the Father – God is fatherly in His attitude toward all men.

Thankfully we see that God’s rejection of Israel was not final. If the people confessed their sin 
and humbly returned to God in faith and obedience, He would restore them. The problem that 
Israel faced—that we all face—is a problem with the heart. In verse 41 it is clear that even 
though the people had been circumcised in the flesh, their hearts could be far from God.

How does knowing that God is patient, desiring that all come to repentance, give 
comfort when struggling with obedience?

According to verses 44-45, even the worst discipline was not intended as a final judgment but 
was a means of turning God’s people back to Him. God is faithful even when His people are 
not. In this passage God clearly states that He remembered His promises to the forefathers of 
the faith. Ultimately, those promises would find their fulfillment in Christ Jesus.

Why is it important for Christians to view repentance as a constant pursuit in their 
daily lives?
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Prayer Requests

APPLY THE TEXT
• God offers a future and peace to those who follow Him out of obedient love. 

• Believers should expect God’s discipline when they disobey His commands.

•  All people can find hope in the fact that God offers forgiveness to all who turn to Him  
in repentance.

What blessing have you experienced as a result of being obedient to God? Remember 
that some blessings are found in what you avoided rather than in what you gained. 
Share these with your group, taking time to thank God for all He provides through 
salvation in His Son.

When have you experienced God’s discipline? What did you (or are you) learning as 
a result of His discipline? Take time to ask God to reveal any areas in your life that 
need to be changed. Then ask Him to help you be obedient to Him in that area. With 
whom can you share this commitment?

Memorize Leviticus 26:45. Reflect on how this passage relates to you as a follower of 
Jesus. Thank God for always being true to His promises.



DAILY EXPLORATION
Day 1: God’s promises are a sign of His grace.

Read Leviticus 26:3-6, considering God’s promises of abundance.

In the garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were able to enjoy an abundance of food from God’s 
hand. One of the results of the fall was the cursing of the very ground from which people 
would harvest their food (Gen. 3:17-19). The curse of the ground is a reminder of the impact 
of sin on all creation. Because of sin, the harmonious relationship between man and nature 
was thwarted.

God’s promise of abundance, however, was a sign of His favor and grace in light of His people’s 
obedience to His word and their trust in Him. Likewise, the promise of harmony between 
man and beast in our Leviticus passage (v. 6) points back to man’s initial dominion over the 
beasts of the land (Gen. 2:20).

What promise of God motivates you the most? What does your answer reveal about 
your values?

Day 2: God promises His presence to those who follow Him.

Read Leviticus 26:7-13, paying close attention to verses 12-13.

All of the blessings in these verses were visible reminders of God’s presence among His people. 
In other words, when the Israelites lived according to God’s commands, they would enjoy the 
privileges that were included in being God’s newly formed people whom He had delivered 
from Egypt. 

One of the realities that becomes clear through the story of Israel—and is readily attested 
to in our own lives—is that the people of God cannot live according to God’s laws perfectly. 
The endless cycle of God’s giving the law, and the people’s responding, then disobeying, then 
finally being brought to repentance, attests to our need for a Savior. Praise be to God that 
Jesus perfectly lived in accordance with God’s laws. The good news of the gospel is that in 
Christ we receive the blessings He deserved because He took on the punishment for sin that 
we deserve. Therefore, the promise of God in Leviticus 26:11-12 finds an ultimate “amen” in 
Christ and will be experienced at the end of the age (Rev. 21:1-7).

God promised to sustain life and give peace to those who follow His commands faithfully. 
God offers a future and peace to those who follow Him out of obedient love. 

How does the future promised by God motivate you to pursue obedience and holiness 
in this life here and now?
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Day 3: Discipline allows us to repent.

Read Leviticus 26:14-16, identifying God’s promised actions that result from  
our disobedience.

Believers today should expect God’s discipline when they choose to disobey His commands. 
Since God is the Creator of life, and since His commands establish the proper way to live 
within the world He created, then disobedience to Him naturally results in hardship. 

Persistent and willful disobedience to God ultimately results in eternal cursing, found in the 
fires of hell (Rev. 20:14-15). Thankfully, in Christ, sin does not have the last word while there 
is still time for repentance. The reality of the curse points us to Christ as our only hope. He 
became a curse for us (Gal. 3:13-14). In this sense, even the imminent curses of hardship 
and defeat are signs of grace before the final judgment. In fact, all judgment before the final 
judgment is mercy, because in the midst of judgment there is an opportunity for repentance 
and turning toward obedience. 

How is facing a hardship as discipline an act of God’s mercy?

Day 4: God longs for our obedience from the heart.

Read Leviticus 26:40-43, underlining verse 42.

God longs for obedience from the heart. He desires His people to be faithful inwardly. The 
apostle Paul spoke of a spiritual circumcision of the heart (Rom. 2:29). This is not something 
that can be manufactured by human willpower. Thankfully in Christ we receive the promise 
of Ezekiel 36:26 that says, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will 
remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”

BIBLE SKILL: Use multiple Scripture passages to understand a biblical 
doctrine. – Read the following verses about God’s disciplining His children: 
Psalm 94:12; Proverbs 3:12; Judges 2:1-2; Hebrews 12:5-7; 1 Peter 1:15-16. What 
do these passages reveal about God and His desire for His children? How do these 
verses change your perspective on God’s discipline?

How does knowing that God is patient, desiring that you come to repentance,  
give you comfort when you struggle with obedience?
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Day 5: God’s grace is worthy of constant repentance.

Read Leviticus 26:44-45, noting God’s grace toward 
His people.

Jesus takes upon Himself the curses that our sin deserves. 
Moreover, in His sacrifice, He provides a way for us to enter into 
the blessings of His perfect obedience (Gal. 3:8-14).

The proper response to God’s grace toward us is repentance and 
obedience. Wise believers will seek to live faithfully for God, thus 
avoiding the need for His discipline. Those who presume on God’s 
promise to forgive by adopting a sinful lifestyle need to grasp 
more fully what God has done for them in Christ. Genuine love 
for the Lord demonstrates itself in obedience to Him.

Why is it important that you view repentance as a  
constant pursuit in your daily life?

TALK IT OUT
Reflect on the truths found in Leviticus 26, sharing with 
two other members of your Bible study group.

Consider God’s provision to the Israelites throughout their journeys in 
Exodus and Leviticus. What have their experiences taught you about 
God’s restoration and care for His people?

What have you learned about God’s holiness that is exciting? What 
have you learned about God’s holiness that is troubling?

How does the certain promise of restoration through Jesus Christ give 
you hope for yourself and your community?

For additional context, 
read “The Day of 
Atonement: Its Meaning 
and Practice” in the Fall 
2017 issue of Biblical 
Illustrator. Available 
at LifeWay.com/
BiblicalIllustrator.
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