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Main Idea: Because you have been raised with Christ, put sin to death for the sake of unity in the 
church.	

I. COMMAND: PUT SIN TO DEATH 
• The commands to put to death and put away reveal three realities of our new life in Christ: 

• Resurrection life is realistic 
• We still have a sinful nature 
• The way we live in Christ now involves a holy tension between our new identity and our old 

nature. 
• Resurrection life is a life of resistance 

• G.K. Beale: “Consider yourself dead to what is earthly in you.” 
• We are to resist what Christ has rescued us from. 

• Resurrection life is a life of repentance 
• Martin Luther: “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,’ he willed the entire life 

of believers to be one of repentance.” 
• Part of putting sin to death means continually turning from it when we succumb to it. 

• Paul’s lists of sins contradict the new life we have in Christ. 

II. MOTIVATION: PUT SIN TO DEATH BECAUSE YOU ALREADY HAVE NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 
• Three gospel motivations for putting sin to death: 

• Wrath of God 
• We can’t avoid God’s wrath by avoiding sin. 
• In Christ, we will not face judgment, but are justified, not because we have finally lived as we 

should, but because Christ has faced the wrath of God for us. 
• Put sin to death because Christ has faced God’s wrath because of it. 

• Resurrection 
• We have already experienced inner transformation 
• Put sin to death because we have already put off the old self and put on the new self. 
• Actively root out everything  that opposes our new way of life. 
• Turning from bad spiritual habits requires you to embrace your new self. 

• Renewal 
• We continually experience inner transformation 
• Put sin to death in order to participate with God in the renewal of your heart and all of new 

humanity that has been raised with Christ. 

III. RESULT: PUTTING SIN TO DEATH CULTIVATES UNITY IN THE CHURCH 
• When we put sin to death, unity becomes reality. 

• We don’t have to conform to one another’s preferences, we have to conform to Christ. 
• Our personalities and preferences aren’t supreme. Christ is supreme. He is all. 
• Our differences aren’t what matter most. Christ matters most. He is in all, so our differences 

don’t have to divide us. 
• Putting sin to death in our hearts and lives leads to unity in our church. 




