October 19, 2018

From the Pastor’s Desk
A l e a d e r s h i p u p d a t e f r o m Tr u e L i f e C h u r c h

“It’s not about
your seating
capacity; it’s about
your sending
capacity.”

In July of last year, I had the opportunity to attend
the Exponential Leadership Conference at First
Baptist Church of Orlando. During the multi-day event
which was geared toward church multiplication, some
fairly well known speakers helped encourage us, such
as Francis Chan, Ed Stetzer and J.D. Greear. Though I
took a lot away from the weekend, the last speaker I
named (and now-president of the Southern Baptist
Convention) J.D. Greear said something that I quickly
typed out into the notes section of my iPhone because
I didn’t want to forget it. Even though the conference
happened over a year ago, I’ve thought and reflected
on it many times: “It’s not about your seating
capacity; it’s about your sending capacity.” The truth
of that statement should make all of us at True Life
Church stop for a moment and think on those words.
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So before we get into our new location (or any location
for that matter), we need to get this part right. Are we
individually and collectively more concerned with our
sending capacity than our seating capacity? What and
who is being sent, to where and how often? As Christfollowers WE are the ones being sent. We are being
sent daily. You might call it “going to school” or
“driving to work” or even “going shopping” but make
no mistake - every daily opportunity like that is a
chance for us to be “sent.” We are sent with the
Gospel, the good news - and if you’re going to be
realistic, you aren’t sent with the Gospel according to
Matthew, Mark, Luke or John; you are sent with the
Gospel according to… YOU. Your personal story. Your
relationship with Jesus. Your salvation experience.
Your failures that He’s forgiven. You are sent daily…
with YOUR story, out into a world who desperately
needs to know and hear that Jesus is not just some
guy who died a long time ago and got a fancy book
written about him, but one who is real and continues
to change people’s life stories every day. When we
realize Who sent us and why, how many people our
new location can hold (231 by the way), seems
insignificant compared to how many people we are
sent to reach outside our doors.

“Therefore GO and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.”
- JESUS (Matthew 28:19-20)
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CHURCH UPDATES
We’ve been working with our new General Contractor
(Tom Brandon of Brandon Development) to oversee
the remainder of the project. We are halfway done
with that process and are awaiting the first of 2
inspections (one for fire retardant paint check-up and
the second to make sure everything is ok to proceed
with us receiving a certificate of occupancy). We are
doing everything within our power to keep the
process moving forward, but much of it has been a
“hurry up and wait” type of thing. When we do get the
go-ahead to move forward with the remaining work,
we could use a lot of help cleaning up our space and
painting, etc. for the final push, so stay tuned to our
Facebook page for updates about how you can help!
On a different note, our church will be partnering to
support a missionary, Justin Lovan from Asia. We had
a great night with Q&A to find out more about what he
and his family go through in the mission field halfway
around the globe. We’ll be giving you more updates as
we stay in contact with him in the future.
Brandon and Kerri Basista, some of our wonderful
staff, have received an exceptional award! If you’re
not aware, Brandon is the executive chef and owner of
his own food truck “The Bearded Chef.” One of his
amazing culinary creations (the Thai-My-Shroom
Burger) has received a national award from a
competition by the James Beard House in New York
City. The duo were flown up to make their masterpiece
in person this week. If you haven’t tried The Bearded
Chef yet, you’re missing out!
Finally, as we anticipate the launch of our new
location, I just wanted to remind you that whatever
Saturday night it is before we launch (we don’t know a
date/time yet), we will be having a service of prayer
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and dedication in and for our new location. You’re
invited to this reflective and amazing time together.
I’m also eagerly looking forward to the message series
we’ll be starting when we launch… here’s some hints:
superheroes, cosplayers, comic books, current Marvel
movies… it’s going to be BIG. And I. Am. Excited. !!!!
In closing, I’ve been made aware that October is
“Pastor Appreciation Month”, but I am also thankful
for YOU, the church. Without you, I wouldn’t have
anyone to pastor, so thanks for the opportunity, the
privilege and also your trust in being your pastor!
Know 3 things: you’re loved, you’re prayed for, and
you’re part of something important. Now get out there
and share True Life through Jesus Christ!
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